
City Commission 
January 6, 2014 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were nine persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Changes to the agenda: Darcy Salinas’ report on 
DBA, corrected a resolution due to typographical error and addition of an attachment to 
the airport lease legislation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the 
minutes of December 16, 2013 be accepted with the correction of a typographical error.  
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 
  
STUDY SESSION 
 
Bradley Looy, Owner/President of Velocity Systems, who has requested to lease space 
at the Roben Hood Airport hangar, made a presentation regarding his business.   His 
business developed and now produces electronic GPS products/devices that assist in 
aviation activities.  The devices are for use in agricultural or crop-dusting.  They also 
have developed a product called GateKeeper that is used as a controller for dispensing 
materials out of airplanes and also for bombers.  His business is expanding and is doing 
more production of his products and he needs more space.  He presented pictures and 
explanation of his products. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA   
 
Darcy Salinas, DBA Director, gave an activity summary for the Downtown Business 
Association.   

• The DBA had several successful Fall events (Fall Festival, Chili Cook-off, 
Christmas Parade, Holiday open houses, and candlelight shopping.) 

• The first ever New Year’s Eve ball drop was reported a success. 
• January 14th will be the DBA’s annual social event at 5:30 p.m. at the Blue Cow. 
• DBA is doing a downtown business survey and downtown consumer survey 

during February and March. 
 
Rose Mary Jennings, 606 Bjornson St., commented on the following: 
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• She thanked the Dept. of Public Works for the excellent job with snow removal 
on the streets. 

• She thanked the refuse collection personnel for the fine work they are doing in 
the cold weather. 

• She appreciates the new ice rink. 
• She is still waiting to see Christmas lights on the Maple Street Bridge.  Mark 

Gifford stated it is a difficult thing to accomplish on the Maple Street Bridge 
because of the light poles and power supply.  It will be realistic to plan for making 
the Baldwin Street Bridge conducive for Christmas lighting. 

 
In a discussion of the proposed lease agreement with Velocity Systems, LLC, City 
Manager Steve Sobers stated that an insurance clause will be added to the proposed 
lease.  The lease includes that any improvements made specific to his business, will be 
Mr. Looy’s responsibility to pay for.  If someone comes in to rent the hangar in front of 
the space and they need this additional rear space, there will be discussions of the 
options regarding the relocation of Velocity Systems. There is a six-month notice period 
regarding any relocation.   
 
Commissioner Rothstein inquired if the FFA is agreeable with this proposed use at the 
airport.  Mr. Sobers stated there is no problem with this proposal because they are not 
proposing to use hangar space, only storage space.  Mr. Sobers also stated there is 
nothing within the USDA clauses that would prohibit the use of this space.    
 
Mayor Warba reiterated that if the City gets someone who is interested in both the 
hangar and storage space, that will have to trump the lease agreement.  Mr. Looy 
stated that he understood that.  Mr. Lafferty and Mr. Looy felt that six-month was 
appropriate time to move if the need should arise.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-01 

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING GROUND LEASE 

AGREEMENT WITH BRADLEY LOOY, VELOCITY SYSTEMS, LLC 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has constructed a community hangar at the 
Roben-Hood Airport, and  
 

WHEREAS, Bradley Looy, Velocity Systems, LLC, is interested in leasing space 
in the community hangar at Roben-Hood Airport, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Looy would lease this hangar according to the provisions of the 
attached rental agreement titled “City of Big Rapids Roben Hood Airport Lease 
Agreement” with a term of one year, beginning January 1, 2014 through December 31, 
2014. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
lease agreement between the City of Big Rapids and Bradley Looy, Velocity Systems, 
LLC and authorize Mayor, City Clerk, and Airport Manager to sign.    
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 6, 2014     
 
Commissioner James focused on the City Commission’s schedule regarding Martin 
Luther King Day.  City Hall is open that day, which is a Monday, and City Commission 
meets the next evening on Tuesday.  She believes that if Monday is the holiday, City 
Hall should probably be closed, honoring the holiday as the City Commission does.  
Commissioner Hogenson agreed that if it is a National Holiday and you want to honor 
the subject of the holiday, offices should be closed.  Commissioners Rothstein and 
Anderson agreed as well.   
 
Mayor Warba stated that the discussion should be directed to the City Manager for the 
future, that City Offices should not be open on a recognized Federal Holiday.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-02 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
  

RESOLUTION ADOPTING 2014 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 6.1 of the City Charter requires the City Commission to 
adopt its meeting schedule for the upcoming year before or at their first regularly 
scheduled meeting. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached 2014 meeting 
schedule be adopted, which sets the regular meeting for 6:30 p.m. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba         
Nays:  None        
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 6, 2014      
 
Commissioner James questioned if the Rules of Procedures have any provisions 
regarding cancelation of a meeting because of inclement weather.  City Attorney Eric 
Williams stated it was certainly a provision that could be added to the Rules of 
Procedures.  He recommended that the City Commissioners act on the Rules that are 
before them at this time and he would prepare wording to be inserted at a later date as 
an amendment. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-03 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James the adoption of the 
following resolution:  
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2014 RULES OF PROCEDURES 
FOR CONDUCTING THE BIG RAPIDS CITY COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 6.1 of the City Charter requires that the City Commission 
adopt at its first or second meeting of January each year its Rules of Procedures, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the 2014 Rules of Procedures are attached. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby adopts 
the 2014 Rules of Procedures for Conducting the Big Rapids City Commission 
Business. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba            
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 6, 2014   
 
Mr. Williams questioned if the City Commission would like him to look at a rule that 
would prohibit or restrict internet e-mail and texting by City Commissioners during a 
meeting.  It has not been an issue in Big Rapids, but throughout the State it has been a 
problem for various boards, who have seen the practice of people texting on their phone 
while at a meeting.  Sometimes it may be to each other and other times it may be to 
constituents.  It has created a huge distraction in some communities.  He would prefer 
to get a start on a rule before a problem develops.   Mayor Warba directed the City 
Attorney to look at the matter.  
 
The City Commission took a five-minute break.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Warba opened the public hearing on the Downtown Infrastructure Grant – DIG -
at 7:30 p.m.   
 
Mr. Sobers stated that the City applied for a DIG grant in the amount of $482,593.75 to 
do some infrastructure things in the downtown area.  The local match is $72,390.   The 
project is popular because the East/West downtown corridor will have the similar lights 
and appearance as the North/South corridor.  Major items of the project include: 

• LED Lights 
• Benches 
• Updated trash receptacles 
• Flower planters, which will coordinate with the hanging baskets 
• Additional trees and tree grates 
• Transit stop shelter  
• Public art – including the gazebo in Mitchell Creek Park. 
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Mr. Sobers stated that the Ferris Welding Program has agreed to manufacture the 
gazebo.  The artistic boutique design of the dome is not yet established.    There will be 
a re-working of Mitchell Creek Park to accommodate both the pavilion art and the other 
project items.       
 
Mark Gifford, Director of Public Works, presented details of the Mitchell Creek Park 
design. 

• The parking lot will be expanded to go from 14 to 23 parking spots. 
• The trail will be moved slightly, but all the existing lights will be able to be used. 
• There will be some new gardens to go with the gazebo. 
• A potential water element.  Along the alley, behind Bernie’s is a seating area that 

is not taken advantage of.  The proposal would be to open this up and add a 
waterfall element. 

• There is an overlook by the walkway. 
• There is a spot for some artwork and potential seating areas. 

 
He stated that it will be a great change and the pavilion (gazebo) will be an excellent 
start.   
 
Mr. Sobers stated that the local banks have been approached to raise funds for the 
gazebo pillars at $5,000 each.  The Housing Authority will help with the transit stop.   
They wish is to raise $40,000 to $50,000 in private donations so the actual dollar 
commitment from the DDA, who has agreed to be the support behind this project, may 
be only $10,000 to $20,000.  The goal is to tie Mitchell Creek Park into the downtown.  It 
is a great place to grab a bite to eat and go sit.   
 
Mr. Gifford stated that the grant requires a public hearing and the adoption of the 
application resolution later in the meeting.    Mr. Sobers stated that the project would be 
completed by the end of 2014, so the design and completion of the work will be a 
summer project.   
 
Comments from the audience: 
 

• Darcy Salinas, representing the downtown business community, stated that the 
businesses along Maple Street are extremely happy about the project.   They 
appreciate the opportunity to match Michigan Avenue with improvements. 

 
City Commission comments: 
 

• Commissioner Rothstein stated that what is encouraging about this proposal is 
the improvement investments made to Michigan Avenue have paid off.    There 
was a lot of concern over starting something that mammoth in hopes it would 
achieve what it did.  It is refreshing to move on and this is part of that. 

 
• Mr. Sobers believes that once the gazebo is completed there will be a lot of 

increase in activities in and around it.  There will be light and sound.  It will 
accommodate many different events that may want to use that structure.  It will 

5 
 



be a great picture taking opportunity.  It is recommended that funds raised by the 
use of that structure be put into a maintenance fund.   
 

• Mayor Warba stated that the people he has talked to are excited that the City will 
focus on the downtown.  He views the lack of audience in attendance with 
comment shows the confidence that people have in the City. Much of that 
confidence comes from the many other successful projects the City has done.   

 
There being no further comments, the Mayor declared the public hearing closed at 7:45 
p.m. 
 
Mayor Warba questioned since he will be gone at the next meeting if there is a Mayor 
Pro-Tem.  City Clerk Roberta Cline stated that Commissioner Rothstein, who still sits on 
the Commission, has been voted as the Mayor Pro-Tem.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-04 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE SCHEDULE OF CITY FEES  
 

 WHEREAS, the City has established fees for various services offered to the Big 
Rapids citizens, and 
 

WHEREAS, changes in technology and services periodically require up-dating of 
the Schedule of City Fees to accurately reflect costs, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 09-91, adopted August 3, 2009, established the 
procedure that the schedule of fees will be adopted formally by the City Commission 
every five-years, but authorized staff to make necessary changes in the fee structure as 
technology or circumstances change between the five-year Commission review, with a 
copy of the Schedule of Fees provided to the City Commission each January if changes 
were made, and 
 
 WHEREAS, 2014 is the year in which the City Commission formally adopts the 
Schedule of City Fees. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission adopt the 
attached Schedule of City Fees for the next five-year period. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the staff will make needed revisions to the 
Schedule of City Fees when required and that the City Commission will be provided any 
revised fee schedule January of each year. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted 
Dated:  January 6, 2014     
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ORDINANCE NO. 672-01-14 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the 

adoption of the following Ordinance. 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF ALL EASEMENTS BY QUIT 
CLAIM DEED IN THE VACATED ALLEY IN BLOCK 1, STIMSON’S ADDITION, 

SECTION 11, CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
 
 WHEREAS, in ORDINANCE NO. 494-06-02 adopted June 3, 2002, and recorded 
at Liber 669 Pages 1446-1447, the City Commission vacated the alley approximately 
200 feet long running East and West from Third Avenue on the East, located in Block 1, 
Stimson’s Addition to the City of Big Rapids, and 
 
 WHEREAS, also in ORDINANCE NO. 494-06-02 the City Commission retained 
utility access and maintenance easements within the alley, and stated that “a public 
easement overlay be created” and that “a public right of way easement shall remain in 
effect until released by the City by quit claim deed, or by the demolition of the residential 
structure situated on Lots 14 and 15 of Stimson’s Addition,” and 
 
 WHEREAS, the structure situated on Lots 14 and 15 of Stimson’s Addition has 
been demolished, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on the matter 
and recommended the release of the utility access and maintenance easements, public 
easement overlay, and public right of way easement, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney recommends that the City release the easements 
by quit claim deed, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS that: 
 

Section 1.  The utility access and maintenance easement, public overlay easement, and 
the public right of way easement held by the City in the vacated alley approximately 200 
feet long running East and West from Third Avenue on the East, located in Block 1, 
Stimson’s Addition, Section 11, City of Big Rapids, which were referenced in 
ORDINANCE NO. 494-06-02 and recorded at Liber 669 Pages 1446-1447, are hereby 
released by the City of Big Rapids. 
 
Section 2.  The Mayor is authorized to sign a quit claim deed prepared by the City 
Attorney that releases the easements in the vacated alley to the owner of the adjoining 
lands, which is the Currie’s Real Estate Partnership. 
 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to record the quit claim deed and this Ordinance 
with the Register of Deeds. 
 
Section 4.  This Ordinance shall be published in the Pioneer. 
 
Section 5.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated: January 6, 2014    
Published:  January 10, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-05 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORING AN EASEMENT TO JPE RESTAURANT 
CORPORATION (CRANKERS RESTAURANT AND BREWERY)  

ACROSS CITY OWNED LANDS FOR PURPOSE OF  
WATER SERVICE CONNECTION 

 
 WHEREAS, James A. Crank, owner of JPE Restaurant Corporation (Crankers 
Restaurant and Brewery)  applied for a City water service connection for the new 
brewery addition and site development at 213 S. State Street, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the tap-in location for the water service line into the City’s water 
main is located in the alley to the East of the City’s parking lot behind Cranker’s, 
whereby the service line crosses City property, and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recommends that the easement between the City and JPE 
Restaurant Corporation (Cranker’s Restaurant and Brewery) be accepted, with the 
condition that if and when repair work is required for this water service line, JPE 
Restaurant will be responsible for all reasonable expenses incurred and associated with 
the maintenance of the water service. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission grant to JPE 
Restaurant a water service line easement across City property, per attached. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby authorizes and 
accepts the easement signed by James A. Crank of JPE Restaurant Corporation, the 
Mayor and City Clerk.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 6, 2014     
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-06  

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commission James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING EASEMENT AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN ALDI, INC., AND CITY 
FOR WATER MAIN EASEMENT 
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 WHEREAS,  ALDI, Inc. has developed a site located at 21481 Perry Avenue, in 
Big Rapids Township, whereby they installed a water service line to the adjacent  Perry 
Avenue water main, and 
 

WHEREAS, Big Rapids Township requested that ALDI install a fire hydrant on 
their service line  and by doing so that segment of the water service line, between the 
water main on the Perry Avenue right-of-way and the hydrant on ALDI’s property, would 
be considered a water main, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is responsible for assuring that water mains 
and hydrants connected to their distribution system are maintained, inspected and kept 
in good working order, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this situation requires that the City of Big Rapids have an easement 
allowing the City to maintain and repair, as necessary, that portion of the water main 
and the fire hydrant located on ALDI property, with the condition that if and when repair 
work is required, ALDI will be responsible for all reasonable expenses incurred and 
associated with the maintenance of the water main. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission approves the 
attached Easement Agreement with ALDI, Inc. and the Mayor be resolved to sign the 
easement agreement. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 6, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-07  

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following resolution.  

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A MICHIGAN STRATEGIC  

FUND/MICHIGAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM  

FOR AREA BENEFIT – DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is proposing improvements to downtown area 
and is requesting $410,203.75 through the Michigan Strategic Fund/Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation's Michigan Community Development Block Grant Program for 
Area Benefit with a local match of $72,390.00 from the Downtown Development 
Authority  fund, and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the local community 
development plan as described in the application, and 
 

WHEREAS, the contractor who is awarded the construction project will be 
required to meet state and federal WBE/DBE requirements as part of their bid, and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed project would not displace any people of low or 
moderate income or result in a loss of housing units, and 
 

WHEREAS, once complete, at least 51% of the beneficiaries of the proposed 
project would be low and moderate income persons of the City of Big Rapids, and 
 

WHEREAS, local costs and other funds to be invested in the project have not yet 
been expended and will not be expended prior to a formal grant award, completion of 
the environmental review procedures, and formal written authorization is received from 
the Michigan Economic Development Corporation CBDG Project Manager,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby authorizes Stephen J. Sobers, City Manager to submit the MSF/MEDC CDBG 
Area Benefit Final Grant application, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Stephen J. Sobers, City Manager is authorized to 
sign the application forms and all grant related documents and to serve as 
environmental review certifying officer, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission does hereby adopt this 
resolution. 
 
Adopted this 6th day of January 2014 by the Big Rapids City Commission by the 
following vote. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 6, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-08 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR TWO  2014  
FORD INTERCEPTOR POLICE UTILITY VEHICLES FOR THE  

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of two all-wheel drive 4-door 
utility police vehicles for the Department of Public Safety, and 
 
 WHEREAS, two bids were received with staff recommending that the low and 
best bid of Babb Ford, Reed City MI , be accepted in the amount of $ 57,348,  for two 
2014 Ford Interceptor police utility vehicles, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City will trade a 2005 Chevy Impala in the amount of $2,500, Vin 
No. 2G1WF55K059184118.   
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Babb Ford be accepted 
for $57,348 for two 2014 Ford Interceptor police utility vehicles with a trade-in of a 2005 
Chevy Impala in the amount of $2,500, for a net amount of $54,848.  
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account Number 
661-444-981.095 (two police cars). 
   
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba        
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 6, 2014     
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that he is looking forward to 2014.  Some of the good things ahead 
are:  use of the ice-skating rink, Maple Street improvements and park development will 
be a great addition, improvements being made to the wastewater plant that will be 
helpful to the overall treatment process and strength of the Muskegon River, initiatives 
in the historic areas, the EDA project, and the Baldwin Street bridge development.   
 
Commissioner Rothstein stated that this is an exciting place.  Big Rapids has Ferris 
State University that brings in a group of people who are interested in our community.  
The dog park has resulted in an ownership by the many students who use it for their 
dogs. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson thanked the City staff for the attention to the alleys during the 
heavy snowfalls.   
 
Mayor Warba encouraged the City Commission to identify one or two goals for the 
Commission to pursue for 2014.  He again invited City Commissioners and staff to 
accompany the student groups during the Big Event. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
January 21, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein called the regular meeting of the City Commission to 
order at 6:30 p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, and Lorraine James; Mayor 
Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve Sobers.  
 
Absent:  Mayor Mark Warba, who was excused. 
 
There were eight persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the 
minutes of January 6, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  unanimous 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers stated that the City Commission room has a new camera 
installed for recording the City Commission meetings.  There is an automatic on and off 
for taping the City Commission meeting.  It will not be turned off during the City 
Commission breaks.  There is the potential that it will be streamed live so that people 
can watch it on their computers.   
 
Jon Locke, City Treasurer, presented the Fiscal Year 2013/2014 Fund Balance 
Projection Report as of December 31, 2013.  The items he spoke to were: 

• Fund 402 – Library Capital Improvement Bonds – the name of the fund has been 
changed.  The budgeted amount reflects the legislation before the City 
Commission this evening. 

• Fund 719 – shows a negative balance but a grant from the Fremont Foundation 
has been received for the balance of equipment purchased so a budget 
adjustment will be forthcoming. 

 
Mr. Locke presented written information on the following three budget adjustments 
being submitted for the City Commission review: 
 
1) Library renovation construction fund budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2013/2014. 

 
 



2) Creating a capital project fund and Fiscal Year 2013/2014 budget for the Industrial 
Park Infrastructure Improvement project  
 
3) Creating a capital project fund and Fiscal Year 2013/2014 budget for the Maple 
Street Downtown Infrastructure Improvement project.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA   
 
Rose Mary Jennings, 606 Bjornson Street, has been watching the ice rink and 
continues to appreciate it. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-09 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR REQUESTS FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
INTERIOR LIBRARY DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF FURNISHINGS  

 FOR THE BIG RAPIDS COMMUNITY LIBRARY  
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited Requests for Qualifications for interior library 
design and acquisition of furnishings for the Big Rapids Community Library, and 
 

WHEREAS, one qualification packet was received, and an interview of the firm 
was completed, whereby, Library Design Associates, Inc. of Grand Rapids, MI is 
recommended to guide the interior design for the Community Library, and 

 
WHEREAS, Library Design Associates, Inc. also estimates that the purchase and 

assembly for the library interior will cost an estimated $120,000, and 
 
WHEREAS, Library Design Associates, Inc. has the capability to complete the 

pricing, purchasing, and installation of all library interior needs. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 
attached proposal of Library Design Associates Inc. for interior library design, 
authorizing acquisition and assembly of necessary equipment for the library for 
$120,000, and that the Mayor be authorized to sign the attached proposal.    
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account Number 
402-173-977.947 (library furniture). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein   
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 21, 2014       

 
 
 
 

 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-10 
 

Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR SHORE TEL UNIFIED 
COMMUNICATIONS SOLUTION PHONE SYSTEM  

  
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for Shore Tel Unified Communications 
Solution Phone System, and 
 

WHEREAS, two bids were received with staff recommending the bid of Moss 
Telecommunications, Grand Rapids, MI in the amount of 88,934.08 be accepted. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Moss 
Telecommunications be accepted for Shore Tel Unified Communications Solution 
Phone System.    
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from the following 
Account Numbers: 
 

           Account Number   Budget Amount 
 
401-173-977.258 (Phone System)       $36,400 
295-249-977.258 (Phone System)           8,900 
661-444-977.258 (Phone System)           8,900 
588-539-977.258 (Phone System)           3,800 
590-560-977.258 (Phone System)         11,200 
591-560-977.258 (Phone System)         11,200 
271-790-977.258 (Phone System)           8,900 

   
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein     
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 21, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-11 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR  
LIBRARY RENOVATION CONSTRUCTION FUND  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2013/2014 General 

Appropriations on June 3, 2013   per Resolution No. 13-62, and 
 

 
 



WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 
accounts. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the following attached budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 
for Library Renovation Construction Fund.   
                             
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2013/2014 City of Big Rapids Budget. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein     
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 21, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-12 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR INDUSTRIAL 
PARK INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2013/2014 General 

Appropriations on June 3, 2013   per Resolution No. 13-62, and 
 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the following attached budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 
for EDA Grant.   
                             
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2013/2014 City of Big Rapids Budget. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein   
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 21, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-13 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
 
 

 
 



RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR MAPLE STREET DOWNTOWN 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2013/2014 General 
Appropriations on June 3, 2013   per Resolution No. 13-62, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the following attached budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 
for the DIG Grant.   
                           
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2013/2014 City of Big Rapids Budget. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 21, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-14 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
DART LOCAL ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Mary Sautter appointed to an unexpired term ending May 2015 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein        
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  January 21, 2014 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers introduced James Falls, the new reporter at the Pioneer who will be 
covering the City Commission meetings. 
 
Commissioner James asked if when the work on the Baldwin Street bridge begins the 
factories could be contacted to see if they can alternate their work schedules to 

 
 



accommodate the traffic better.  Mr. Sobers stated that Jim Sandy, Economic 
Development Director, has been a part of that discussion.  There will be further 
communications on that.   
 
Mr. Sobers stated that there will be removal of a lot of dead ash trees in Northend 
Riverside Park.   There will be over 1,000 trees removed, so it will look bare until growth 
begins again. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor Pro-
Tem declared the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein           Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



City Commission 
February 3, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were 10 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the 
minutes of January 21, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein 
Abstain:  Warba because of an excused absence from the meeting 
 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 
 
  
STUDY SESSION 
 
Todd Richter of Fleis and VandenBrink reported on the following: 
 
1) An application has been submitted for a SAW Grant for the planning of storm 
water and sanitary sewers system.  He anticipates hearing the City’s ranking within the 
next couple of weeks.  The selection is made with a lottery system, with a ranking 
system for funding.  The amount is a little over $1 million for the storm and sanitary work 
combined. Once the award of money is made and the grant agreement signed, there is 
a three-year period for completion of the project.  The City will be 100% funded. 
 
2) Parts I and II of the DIG application have been submitted to the MEDC for final 
review.  Notification of grant award should be sometime after February 22nd.  The 
timetable for completion is December 31st.  The MEDC has notified the City that 
engineering costs could be incurred prior to the 22nd.   Fleis and VandenBrink would like 
to proceed with the design so that it is completed by the end of March or first of April.  
That will allow for sufficient time to get necessary reviews and approvals through the 
permit agencies.  The anticipated bidding would be in May with construction in August.  
There is coordination with Ferris for the design of the gazebo. 
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 Mayor Warba questioned if it was premature to enter into an engineering 
agreement at this time if the MEDC will not make its grant selection until February 22nd.   
Fleis and VandenBrink would like to begin design as soon as possible, but at this time 
incurring engineering expenses would be at the risk of the City.   
 
 City Manager Steve Sobers explained that usually once the application is 
submitted it is viewed as a preliminary application, and if all the details of the design can 
be met, the project will be funded.  MEDC would not have invited the City to submit the 
applications, nor to incur engineering costs, unless it was a forgone conclusion that the 
City would be funded.  He was concerned that waiting until March would make it difficult 
to design and plan for summer work.  The engineers will proceed with design. 
 
3) Fleis and VandenBrink is actively working on the bridge reconstruction plans.  
They are also working on the agreements between MDOT and the EDA. The 
applications have been submitted to and reviewed by the EDA.   
 

There is one issue that needs addressing.  The EDA is requiring MDOT to be a 
co-grant recipient with the City because they are providing some of the funding for the 
project.  The EDA wants to list the City as the lead agent on the project and require 
MDOT to relinquish control of their portion of the project.  Some of that language has 
received resistance at MDOT.  There will be a conference call with all parties to work 
this out. 

 
The preliminary plans have been submitted to MDOT to get their feedback on the 

design.  This means a possible June letting of the contract and a July construction.  If 
this does not fall into place, it may mean a spring 2015 construction.  Efforts will be to 
still try to get some of the preliminary work done this fall such as the demolition of the  
Hanchett building and the  Maple Street water main.   

 
Fleis and VandenBrink is working through a permitting matter with the DEQ, 

submitting those applications.  The signal at State Street will be redesigned with some 
alignment.  They are reviewing the right-of-way on Baldwin Street to make sure the City 
has control of all of that. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  - none 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-15 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK 
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES  FOR 

DOWNTOWN INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT (DIG) 
 

 WHEREAS, the City received permission from the State to incur engineering 
expenses for the Downtown Infrastructure Grant (DIG), and   
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WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 
provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 10-169 dated 
December 6, 2010, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal 
for a quote for the design, bidding and construction engineering portions of the project in 
the amount of $72,390.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
accepts the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. for the design, bidding 
and construction engineering portions for the Downtown Infrastructure Grant in the 
amount of $72,390. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account No. 404-
728-802.012 (Engineering & Maple St. DIG).  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Stephen J. Sobers, City Manager is 
authorized to sign all grant related documents per Resolution No. 14-07, dated January 
6, 2014. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 3, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-16 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK 
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 

WATERLOO LIFT STATION IMPROVEMENTS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Plant Master Plan identifies 
improvements to the Waterloo Lift Station as a high priority and the funding for the 
improvements are included in FY 2013/14 budget, and   
 

WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 
provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 10-169 dated 
December 6, 2010, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City desires professional services in relation to the Waterloo Lift 

Station improvements to address the following items outlined in the 2011 Wastewater 
System Master Plan 
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• There is no physical barrier between the wet well and control/pump rooms, 
making the entire space a NEC Class 1, Division 1, Group D hazardous area, 
none of the electrical equipment is rated for this environment 

 
• Piping and valves are corroded and in bad condition 

 
• Some electrical in the pump room does not meet NEC requirements, and   

 
 WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal to 
design the improvements to the lift station and see it through installation in the amount 
of $9,800.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
accepts the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to design the 
improvements to the lift station and see it through installation in the amount of $9,800.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account No. 598-
567-977.014 (Waterloo Station Improvement). 
  
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 3, 2014     
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-17 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK 

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE  
WASTEWATER INFLUENT SCREENING IMPROVEMENTS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Plant Master Plan identifies 
improvements to the influent screen as a high priority and the funding for the 
improvements are included in FY 2013/14 budget, and   

 
WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 

provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 10-169 dated 
December 6, 2010, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City desires professional services in relation to the influent 

screening improvements to address the following items outlined in the 2011 Wastewater 
System Master Plan 

 
• Remove the existing automatic screening equipment 
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• Install new automatic screening equipment with smaller openings to improve 
solids removal efficiency and provide long term reliable services in this process,  
and   

 
 WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal to 
design the improvements to the influent screen and see it through installation in the 
amount of $41,600.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
accepts the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to design the 
improvements to the influent screen and see it through installation in the amount of 
$41,600.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account No. 598-
560-967.035 (Influent Microscreen). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 3, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-18 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commission James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION OF DECLARATION OF RESTRICTIVE COVENANT  
FOR CITY PARKING LOT AT 114 MAPLE STREET 

 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has 
been monitoring the former Amoco Oil Service Station located at 103 South State 
Street, as well as the adjacent City Parking lot at 114 Maple Street, for dissolved 
hydrocarbons and other chemicals beneath the properties as a result of leakage from 
the previous gas station’s underground storage tanks, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the MDEQ has found from their laboratory analytical data of 
groundwater samples that the City property at 114 Maple Street contains regulated 
substances in excess of the acceptable concentrations, and 
 

WHEREAS, to adhere with the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, the MDEQ is requesting a restrictive covenant on a 70 ft. by 140 ft. portion of the 
City parking lot at 114 Maple Street to restrict the groundwater at the property site as a 
resource for potable or irrigation water wells,  and 

 
WHEREAS, a Declaration of Restrictive Covenant for a Restricted Residential 

Correction Action has been prepared and approved by the City Attorney. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accepts the 
Declaration of Restrictive Covenant for a Restricted Residential Corrective Action as it 
pertains to a portion of the City parking lot at 114 Maple Street and that the Mayor be 
authorized to sign the document.  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 3, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-19 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
ASSESSMENT BOARD OF REVIEW 
 
Stephanie Emig appointed to a full term ending January 2016 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba         
Nays:  None        
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 3, 2014      
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
City Manager Sobers updated the City Commission on the following: 

• Library renovations.    The renovation design did not call for complete insulation 
of the walls.  It is being recommended that the additional insulation of the walls 
be done with renovation.  If furniture is obtained through Haworth, it is anticipated 
that there will be about a $24,000 savings in the furniture’s cost.  With this 
savings, the additional insulation that is needed can be completed. 

• The City has an opportunity to network with Kent County, Newaygo County, 
Montcalm County and Lake County to do a new color 3-inch resolution aerial 
flight map of the community.  With this joint effort, the cost will be about $3.94 per 
sector.  This is about a $4 per sector saving by going in together.  It can be paid 
for over a three-year period.  The new flight map will flag all the new construction 
since the last flight of over 10 years ago.  The overall cost is $27,000.  Big 
Rapids Township is interested in participating and Ferris may be interested as 
well, which would reduce the City’s cost.  The purchasing policy allows for 
cooperative purchasing agreements with other governments, which allows the 
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City to participate.  A resolution will be presented at the February 17th City 
Commission meeting. 

 
Commissioner Anderson attended the Ferris State University Commission for the 
Future.  There was a lot of interesting information, even though it was lacking in 
specifics. 
 
Commissioner James questioned how the winter budget was for the street 
maintenance.  Public Works Director Mark Gifford stated overtime has been the biggest 
problem.  
 
Deputy Director of Public Works, Roger Schneidt, stated that the City has been able to 
hold their budget stable.  The City had a surplus of salt in the past, beginning this year 
with last year’s salt.  The City has been able to get the salt they needed, while some 
communities have not been able to do so.  If the remainder of the salt that has been 
ordered by the City is not needed, it will be stockpiled for next year. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson thanked the City’s Public Safety Department for assisting with 
the shooting incident that occurred at Venlo Place over the weekend. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• He is pleased with the Fleis and VandenBrink engineering services received for 
the City’s projects and their good job is reflected in the grants that the City will 
receive.  The bridge project from EDA is $2.8 million, the DIG grant is $487,000 
and the SAW grant is $1 million.  This is a lot of investment in the community and 
staff will need to stay on top of the projects. 

• Festival of the Arts has kicked off for the month of February. 
• Earth Day is in April. 
• The City Attorney has researched the concerns that were presented by a 

resident regarding taxicab stands.  Mr. Williams will address that at a study 
session. 

• March 31 is a retreat.  He encouraged the Commissioners to consider topics for 
that meeting.  Perhaps each Commissioner can presented one or two initiatives 
they would like to see.  Mr. Sobers suggested that the retreat meeting would be a 
good time to talk about the airport operations. 

• Mayor Warba acknowledges the passing of Jean Waddell, the City’s first female 
Mayor, and her contributions.  

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
February 17, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; and City Attorney Eric D. Williams. 
  
Absent:  City Manager Steve Sobers, who was excused.  
  
There were ten persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Darcy Salinas – DBA Report 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the 
minutes of February 3, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
BIG EVENT 
 
Amanda Jewell, Ferris State University Big Event Director, Administrative Assistant, 
updated the City Commission on the Big Event.  It is April 12, starting about 9:00 a.m. 
through 2:00 p.m.  Currently there are 150 houses scheduled for the event.  This year, 
the City Commission is being invited to join the student groups to get more involvement 
between the community and the Ferris students.   
 
TAXICAB STANDS  
 
City Attorney Eric Williams presented the following information regarding his research 
on taxicab stands: 

• A citizen brought to the City Commission’s attention that there was a section of 
the City Code that was not being enforced pertaining to taxicabs returning to their 
garages when they did not have fares.  This is not being done and the taxicab 
are instead parking around town.  The section of the Code states “cruising 
prohibited”, which prohibits taxicabs from cruising in search of passengers.  It 
states they are to return to their garages or taxicab stands. 
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• Mr. Williams found no known sequence of taxicab stands.  There is one on the 
corner of Maple Street and Michigan Avenue that doubles as a bus stop.  The 
taxicab companies are not aware of any other ‘taxicab stand’. 

• In 1999, Public Safety Director Kevin Courtney issued a directive that the area 
designated for cabs to park and wait fares in the City of Big Rapids is the area 
bounded by State Street, Warren Avenue, Elm Street, and Pine Street.  It 
included a large area and not individual taxi stands. 

• Mr. Williams met with the taxicab owners, who were unaware of Dir. Courtney’s 
designation and were not necessarily following it.  They have some opinions of 
where they would like to see the stands.  If stands were to be marked, they would 
like some in City parking lots.   

• Ordinance Section 114.19 empowers the Director of Public Safety to make rules 
and regulations regarding the location and maintenance of taxicab stands, 
allowing the Director to designate portions of the streets to be used as taxicab 
stands.  If there is a need to do it, the Director could be asked to set the location 
of the stands in more particular locations than had been done in the past. 

• There has not seemed to be a problem to date.  The original regulations were 
probably designed for larger cities where there were taxicabs lined up on city 
streets. 

• The taxicabs do park near Shooters at critical hours to give rides to people who 
should not be driving.  The police are supportive of this.  Some cabs service the 
Gypsy Nickel, which is a private lot.  If public stands were designated, the taxicab 
companies would still like to be able to service the businesses with private 
parking lots. 

• His recommendation is to take the provision of taxicabs ‘shall proceed at once by 
the most direct route to the garage where the taxicab is housed’ out of the 
ordinance language. 

• Director Nerbonne stated that there have been no problems. 
• Commissioner Anderson shared information on ‘Drive Share’, which is used in 

some cities with an app on smartphones. 
• Mayor Warba would like to refer this to the Planning Commission, as parking is a 

part of the Zoning.  He asked that Mr. Sweppenheiser, Neighborhood Services 
Director, present this to the Planning Commission at their February 19th meeting 
for consideration of setting a future public hearing on the issue. 

• Mr. Williams suggested that the DBA be invited to submit comments. 
 
BALDWIN STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY CERTIFICATION 
 
Mr. Williams presented his research on the Baldwin Street right-of-way as it relates to 
the Baldwin Street bridge project and funding for it.  Grant monies will not be released 
until several things are completed, one being certification from him as City Attorney that 
the City owns or holds all of the land on which the bridge facility or other improvements 
are going to be constructed.  The City’s ownership of the property is not clear because 
the plats from the 1860s and 1870s on the east side of the river depict Baldwin Street in 
one location and it was actually constructed in another.  Baldwin Street is not in the 
location in which it was platted.  The City clearly owns the right-of-way underneath 
roads, as set by State Statute, but it does not give the City title.   
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His research has found only a deed for ½ of a lot to the City because Baldwin Street 
moved.  He also found a deed to the City that gave the City 50 feet on the East side of 
the river, 25 feet on either side of the bridge as it existed in 1870.  It is a clear title for 50 
feet, but it is a challenge to know where it is because the bridge is not in the same place 
today as it was in 1970.  It is difficult to reconstruct the bridge location.   Mr. Williams is 
convinced that the City owns the right-of-way on the east side of the river, but the exact 
location of it is of question.  The action to be taken is a quiet title action, of which a claim 
will be filed in the 49th circuit court on behalf of the City to the Baldwin Street right-of-
way, where Baldwin Street actually lies and has been improved.  It will be staked and 
marked so everyone can see where it is.  The owners on either side of Baldwin Street (6 
or 8 parcels) will be notified that the City is attempting to confirm its title to the street 
right-of-way and that there is no claim to take addition land or move anything.  He will 
meet with the adjacent property owners in advance of the lawsuit so that they know 
what is coming, which will hopefully result in mutual agreements.   He hopes to start and 
complete the process in 60 to 90 days.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA   
 
Darcy Salinas, Downtown Business Association Director, reported on the DBA activities: 
 

• The DBA Social was well attended.  John Milan received the Volunteer of the 
Year award and the Schuberg Agency received the Community Involvement 
Award for the work at the Pocket Park this summer and Sign Boy. 

• The DBA General meeting was held in February.  Melanie Mulder of the FSU 
financial aid office, is putting together a program called “Get Real”, which is a 
game of life designed for students, familiarizing them with what they can expect 
in life.   It will help them realize that they can deal with their student loan debts. 

• Amanda Jewell was also at the meeting talking about the Big Event.  They will 
have student representatives at the DBA meetings as well. 

• The downtown mini golf event will be May 2 and 3.  Friday night is the 
tournament and Saturday is public play for family and friends.  

• The DBA is doing a Consumer Business Survey, which will be ready for 
distribution soon.  Its purpose is to gather suggestions for downtown to where the 
downtown is for service, what can be improved, and what businesses should be 
added to the mix downtown. 

• Downtown sidewalk snow removal has been a topic of discussion.  There was a 
meeting with City staff discussing how the issue can best be addressed with the 
equipment the City currently has, possible future equipment, or getting outside 
contractors in to do snow removal during large snow events. It is a work in 
progress. 

 
The City Commissioner took a five-minute break. 

  
PUBLIC HEARING - none 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-20 
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 2014 BIG RAPIDS 
WASTEWATER USER CHARGE SYSTEM REPORT AND 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN 
 

WHEREAS representatives from the City of Big Rapids, Big Rapids Township 
and Green Township [the “Municipalities”] have met in committee to complete the 2014 
User Charge Report [the ‘Report”], and 

 
WHEREAS the Report identifies City accounts utilized to quantify and track 

shared expenses in the operation of the wastewater treatment plant and collection 
system, and sets the methodology of preparing the User Charge System Report, and  

 
WHEREAS, the information about the collection system and treatment plant 

serving the Municipalities set forth in the Report will be used in the setting of wastewater 
rates and the preparation of future user charge system reports. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accepts the 

2014 Big Rapids Wastewater User Charge System Report as prepared by the 
participating municipalities, subject to the approval by the State of Michigan, 
Department of Environmental Quality, Environmental Sciences and Services Division, 
and the Mayor is authorized to accept and sign the Report on behalf of the City. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the rates established by the 2014 Report to 

be charged Green Township and Big Rapids Township effective January 1, 2014, shall 
be established at $4.96 per unit (1 unit = 1,000 gallons) exclusive of IPP charges as 
provided in this report. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:   None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 17, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-21 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following:  

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE RURAL DEVELOPMENT  
COMMUNITY FACILITIES GRANT PROGRAM  

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is seeking funding in the amount of $34,000 to 
purchase a replacement tank for a Public Safety fire tender, and 
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 WHEREAS, the Rural Development Division of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture has authorized the submission of a grant application, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed purchase is consistent with the Capital Improvement 
Plan, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City will contribute 60% or $51,000 to the total purchase of 
$85,000. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of 
Big Rapids authorizes the submission of a 2014 Rural Development Community 
Facilities Grant application, and appoints Mayor Mark Warba as Official Representative 
with authority to sign the Grant Documents. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 17, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-22 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commission James, the adoption of the 
following: 

 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE LEASE WITH  

NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC  
FOR INSTALLATION OF ANTENNAS AND EQUIPMENT AT  

THE WATER TOWER LOCATED AT 603 BJORNSON STREET 
 

 WHEREAS, New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC. has requested to lease space at 
the top of an existing water tower located at 603 Bjornson Street for the erection of 
cellular antennas, and 

 
 WHEREAS, such lease would allow for the installation of twelve (12) antennas 
on top of the tank, a 600 square foot area of ground space at the base of the water 
tower for an equipment shelter and related equipment, and a non-exclusive unrestricted 
right of access and a suitable service of electricity, telephone and other utilities facilities 
per the agreement, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the lease agreement shall be for a period of five (5) years and shall 
automatically be extended for four (4) additional five (5) year terms unless the lease 
agreement is terminated as set forth in the lease agreement provisions, and  

 
 WHEREAS, New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC will pay the City of Big Rapids an 
annual rental of $19,200, being $1,600 per month as the monthly rental, and that 
amount will be adjusted at each renewal as specified in the lease agreement. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the Mayor to sign the Site Lease with New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC for 
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the rental of the top and base of the 603 Bjornson Street water tower for the purpose of 
installing cellular antennas and equipment.   

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 17, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-23 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commission Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION TO COOPERATE IN THE REGIONAL 
 AERIAL PICTOMETRY INITIATIVE FOR MAPPING  

OF THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has digital mapping with 6’ resolution in black 
and white photography, and 
 

WHEREAS, in cooperation with Kent, Newago, Montcalm and Ottawa Counties, 
Pictometry International Corporation has agreed to extend their flight over Big Rapids, 
taking photometric film of the 66 square miles of the Big Rapids region with a 3” 
resolution in color, and 
 

WHEREAS, savings of nearly 50% has been identified due to the cooperation of 
these agencies, and  
 

WHEREAS, the cost of this digital pictometry is projected to be $22,200, which 
can be paid over a period of three years. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve 
Pictometry International Corporation to take photometric film of the 66 square miles of 
the Big Rapids region with a 3’ resolution in color in the approximate amount of 
$22,200. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this cost be expensed to the following 
Account Numbers: 

 

Account Number Account Description Current 
Budget Change Amended 

Budget 

591-560-967.130 Pictometry Aerial 
Photos $0 $3,400 $3,400 

590-560-967.130 Pictometry Aerial 
Photos $0 $3,400 $3,400 

101-209-967.130 Pictometry Aerial 
Photos $0 $800 $800 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 17, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-24 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION SECTION 5311 OPERATING ASSISTANCE 

AGREEMENT NO. 2012-0047/P3 – DART 
 

 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transportation (DART) system derives 
approximately 16% of its operating revenue from the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA), which is administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation, and 

 
 WHEREAS, under the City of Big Rapids Annual Local Transportation Program 

Grant Application for the period of October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014, the 
City has requested federal funding in the amount of 16% of the City’s proposed 
operating budget ($81,244.00), and 

 
WHEREAS, this project authorization, Agreement No. 2012-0047/P3, represents 

partial payment of $34,926.00  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids hereby 

agrees to enter into the Project Authorization Agreement for FY 2014 Section 5311 
Operating Assistance, Agreement No. 2012-0047/P3, in the amount of $34,926.00 and 
authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement documents. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 17, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-25 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR  
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM STATE OF MICHIGAN 

FISCAL YEAR 2015 UNDER ACT NO. 51 OF THE  
PUBLIC ACTS FOR 1951, AS AMENDED 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Act No. 51 of the Public Acts of 1951 (Act 51), As 

Amended, it is necessary for the City of Big Rapids’ Dial-A-Ride Public Transportation 
System, established under Act 94, to provide a local transportation program for the state 
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Fiscal Year of 2015 (October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015) and, therefore, 
apply for state financial assistance under provisions of Act 51; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City of Big Rapids, to name an official 
representative for all public transportation matters, who is authorized to provide such 
information as deemed necessary by the State Transportation Commission or 
department for its administration of Act 51; and     
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary to certify that no changes in eligibility documentation 
have occurred during the past state fiscal year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the performance indicators for this agency have been reviewed and 
approved by the City of Big Rapids; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids, has reviewed and approved the proposed 
balanced budget, and revenue funding sources of estimated $85,968.00 federal funds, 
$194,825.00 estimated state funds, $72,307.00 estimated local funds, $75,000.00 
estimated fare box funds, and $109,200.00 in estimated other funds, with total revenues 
in an estimated amount of $537,300.00.  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Big Rapids does hereby 
makes its intentions known to provide public transportation services and to apply for 
state financial assistance with this annual plan, in accordance with Act 51; and 
 
 HEREBY, appoints Stephen Sobers as the Transportation/Coordinator, for all 
public transportation matters, who is authorized to provide such information as deemed 
necessary by the State Transportation Commission or department for its administration 
of Act 51 for the state fiscal year of 2015 (October 1, 2014 through September 30, 
2015). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None         
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  February 17, 2014      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-26 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Paula Robison appointed to an unexpired term ending August 2014. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None         
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  February 17, 2014  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Public Works Director Mark Gifford stated that there are currently about nine frozen 
water services.  There is not a good way to get them thawed at this time.  The best 
solution is to connect with neighbors using outside faucets.   It is important that people 
run water if it is necessary to keep their service lines from freezing. 
 
Commissioner James would like better signage this summer directing traffic for the 
Girls-on-the-Run event on Baldwin Street Bridge. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• At the quarterly meeting of the Michigan WORKS West Central, it was presented 
that universities have a $23 billion per year impact on the State.  In 2012, the 
impact breakdown for Mecosta County between payroll and non-payroll totaled 
over $59 million.  This is a reminder of how important and how fortunate the 
community is to have Ferris State University. 

• Unemployment numbers were:   
State of Michigan:    Dec. 2012 = 8.9%    Dec. 2013 = 7.7% 
Mecosta County:                          8.9%                         8.2%      

• The Mayor announced the Health Initiative Luncheon organized by City 
employees. 

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
March 3, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were eight persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the 
minutes of February 17, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
 

1) Representative Phil Potvin addressed the City Commission recognizing the 
receipt of the MEDC grant award for the City’s downtown area, which is 
important to keeping and bringing people to the City.  He recognized the Friends 
of Ferris event and Ferris as the largest employer of the City and his region.  The 
State legislature is working on the State’s budget and hopes to put in additional 
State Revenue Sharing dollars. 

 
2) Josh Heykoop, FSU Representative, stated that his group’s efforts will be to bring 

together the Big Rapids community and Ferris students.  The Big Event is April 
12th and his group is organizing a Party in the Park on April 13th to bring the 
students and community together for some fun activities.  It is anticipated that the 
event will be in Hemlock Park.  

 
STUDY SESSION 
 
a. Extension of Winter ‘No Parking’ on Streets  
 
Due to the extreme winter weather and large amount of snow this winter, City staff 
questioned if the parking ban on the City streets could be extended past the March 1st 
expiration date to assist is snow removal.  City Attorney Eric Williams reviewed the 
request and presented the following: 
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• The March 1st expiration date is set by ordinance and it would take an ordinance 
amendment to change the date. 

• There is no way to do it for this season because the March 1st date has passed 
and the ordinance has a 20 day after publication effective date.  In some 
communities, there would be an effort to call for an emergency ordinance and get 
it adopted and effective right away.  The City does not have a mechanism for 
that, nor would that negate the 20 day publication period required by the charter.  

• So for this season the City should urge people to keep off of the streets.  The ban 
can be extended, but in reality there will be no enforcement power for the next 
two weeks.  Cars cannot be ticketed or towed. 

• If the City Commission adopts this ordinance, it would take effect for next season 
and March 15th would be the cutoff date.  

 
Mayor Warba stated that the best that can be done is to get the message out.  Perhaps 
Public Safety can distribute notes asking people not to park on the streets. 
 
Commissioner Anderson wondered if the date of April 1st would be a better date to use 
for the return of parking to the streets. 
 
Commissioner James questioned if the ordinance could be written so that the ending 
date could be set by resolution.  Mr. Williams stated that since the regulation is in 
ordinance form in cannot work that way.  There needs to be a standard where is it 
published and everyone knows about it.  The consequences for noncompliance does 
not allow for the dates to be set by resolution, it is to be in ordinance form. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson suggested that whatever is done, there needs to be measures 
to fully inform people of any change.  
 
City Manager Steve Sobers stated that the parking information is posted on the signs at 
the entrances to the City. 
 
Director Nerbonne stated that her department has prepared signs to place on vehicles 
asking the owners not to park on the streets at this time. 
 
b. Presentation of Capital Improvements Program as Approved by Planning 
 
Neighborhood Services Director Mark Sweppenheiser presented the 2014/2015 Capital 
Improvement Program as recommended by the City Planning Commission totaling 
$1,014, 775.    He explained the spreadsheet provided.   
 
The City Commissioners had specific questions on a few of the items.   Once the 
budgeting process progresses, a determination will be made as to what items will be 
included, based on the importance ranking set by the department. 
 

c. Update on Hanchett Manufacturing Building 
 
Mr. Sobers updated the City Commission on the status of the Hanchett move.   Once 
Hanchett began their move, it was discovered it would take longer than anticipated.    
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This has not affected the bridge process, because of the extra time needed for that.  
Hanchett representatives have indicated that they need about 30 more days to remove 
the items they wish to get.  Mr. Sobers presented a summary of terms for the 
completion of vacation of the property. 
 
Mr. Ralph Manting, Hanchett representative, stated that one of his employees would like 
to acquire about 30 – 40 lineal feet (about 8 – 10 feet high) of the steel siding from the 
building.   Mayor Warba stated that even though the sales agreement would prohibit the 
removal of siding, he would see no problem with that, as long as the EDA, State or 
demolition contractor would not have any problem with the siding removal.  Mr. Sobers 
will see that the EDA and State be contacted.  Hanchett will be responsible for personal 
injury of the employee.  Mayor Warba suggested that an agreement be prepared stating 
the amount of siding to be removed, the location and that the employee would be 
covered under Hanchett’s insurance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mr. Pat Currie expressed concerns regarding the left turn lane north of Pere Marquette 
Street.  Many individuals going north are not using the turn lane, they are still using the 
second northbound lane to make their left hand turn.  There have been many close calls 
and almost head on accidents, particularly at West Avenue.  The one lane is not wide 
enough for semi-trucks, which will often take some of the left turn lane.  Because of the 
ice and snow buildup over the lines, many people do not realize there is a left-turn lane 
there.  When spring comes, the markings should be refreshed. 
 
Mr. Gifford agreed with the concerns.  He stated that the State Highway Department will 
review this when they rework the intersection at Pere Marquette in connection with the 
bridge reconstruction. 
 
The City Commission took a five minute break.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-27  

 
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PLANNING COMMISSION 
2014/15 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM  

PRIORITIZATION PLAN 
 

 WHEREAS, Municipal policy MIS-11 requires the City to develop a Capital 
Improvement Program which is updated annually, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City staff is required to provide the City Commission with the CIP 
(Capital Improvements Program) in advance of the budgetary process, and 
 
 WHEREAS, after soliciting input into the CIP, the Planning Commission makes 
an advisory recommendation to the City Commission, and 
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 WHEREAS, at their February 19, 2014 public hearing, the Planning Commission 
made an affirmative recommendation as per the attached FY 2014/15 Capital 
Improvements Program Listing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
accepts the Year 2014/15 Capital Improvement Program list as an advisory 
recommendation from the City Planning Commission. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 3, 2014   
 
ORDINANCE NO. 673-03-14  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner James, the 

adoption of the following Ordinance. 
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 7 CHAPTER 70 
SECTION 8.26 OF THE BIG RAPIDS CITY CODE 

EXTENDING THE BAN ON THE ALL NIGHT PARKING OF 
VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS FROM 

 MARCH 1ST UNTIL MARCH 15TH 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 8.26 prohibits the parking of vehicles between 2:00 am and 
6:00 am on all City streets during the winter months to allow for the removal of snow 
and ice from November 15th through March 1st, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is clear that snow and ice removal from City streets will be 
required through March 15th, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Title 7, Chapter 70, Section 8.26 of the Big Rapids City Code is amended to 
read as follows: 
 

Sec. 8.26. All Night Winter Parking. In order to permit the City to properly 
remove all snow and ice from all public ways during the winter months in 
the most expedient manner, no person shall park a vehicle on any street 
in the City from November 15 to and including March 15, between the 
hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. Vehicles parked in violation of this 
ordinance may be ticketed and/or impounded by the Police. 

 
Section 2.  This ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Section 3.  The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  March 3, 2014   
Published:  March 10, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-28 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE  

 MICHIGAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 DOWNTOWN INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT 

FOR DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENTS AND PUBLIC ART/PAVILION 
 AT MITCHELL CREEK PARK 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has submitted a grant application to the 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation for funding in the amount of  $410,203 for 
Maple Street road and sidewalk improvements, tree replacement, storm water collection 
system, LED lighting, transit station, battery charging station, and Mitchell Creek Park 
art/pavilion addition, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City will match the grant with $72,400, and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation has found it 
appropriate to award the City of Big Rapids such funds.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of 
Big Rapids accepts the grant funding, and authorizes funds to be managed through the 
following accounts: 
 
Revenue: CDBG DIG Grant        $410,200   #404-000-539.012 
       Contribution from DDA                    $32,400   #404-000-699.248 
       Community Donations          $40,000   #404-000-690.012 
 
Expense: Construction         $386,100   #404-728-970.012 
                Contingencies           $24,100   #404-728-971.012 
                Engineering           $72,400            #404-728-802.012 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 3, 2014 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14-29 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR  
GIRLS ON THE RUN PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2013/2014 General 

Appropriations on June 3, 2013   per Resolution No. 13-62, and 
 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the attached budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 for Girls 
on the Run Program.   
                             
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2013/2014 City of Big Rapids Budget. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 3, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-30 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR  
VARIOUS CITY FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2013/2014 General 

Appropriations on June 3, 2013   per Resolution No. 13-62, and 
 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the attached budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 for 
Various City Funds.   
                             
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2013/2014 City of Big Rapids Budget. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 3, 2014   

  
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioners Rothstein and Hogenson thanked the Public Works department for the 
nice job they have done on snowplowing this winter season. 
 
Mayor Warba: 

• Empathized that the DIG grant is underway with the acceptance of the grant 
check.  This project is on the fast track and staff cannot fall behind on it.   

• The Planning Commission will be reviewing the issue of taxicab stands.   
• The budget process is underway with departments having submitted their 

information.  Mr. Locke will be pulling that all together.  The Mayor stated that as 
part of the budget process, he wants to see the contracts that the City is a party 
to that are set to renew or expire, and any lease agreements.  He wants to make 
sure nothing is overlooked or forgotten. 

• March 31st is a City Commission retreat. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
March 17, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were nine persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the 
minutes of March 3, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY –  
 

PROCLAMATION OF RECOGNITION 
 

 WHEREAS, Purple Day is a global effort dedicated to promoting epilepsy 
awareness in countries around the world, and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Anita Kaufmann Foundation joined forces with the Epilepsy 
Foundation of Nova Scotia to bring Purple Day into countries all over the world, and 
 
 WHEREAS, epilepsy is one of the most common neurological conditions, 
estimated to affect over 65 million people worldwide and 2.2 million people in the United 
States, and 
 
 WHEREAS, one in ten persons will have at least one seizure during his or her 
lifetime, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the public is often unable to recognize common seizure types, or 
how to respond with appropriate first aid, and   
 
 WHEREAS, Purple Day will be celebrated on March 26 annually to increase 
understanding, reduce stigma and improve the quality of life for people with epilepsy 
throughout the country and globally.        
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      NOW, THEREFORE, I Mayor Mark J. Warba, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Mayor of the City of Big Rapids do hereby proclaim March 26, 2014 as  
 

“PURPLE DAY” 
 

In effort to raise awareness of epilepsy in the United States of America.                       
           
        __________________  

Mark J. Warba, Mayor 
 
Dated this 17th day of March 2014  
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
City Attorney Eric Williams presented two proposed revisions to the City Commission 
Rules of Procedure for City Commission consideration.  
 
i. Electronic Communications during City Commission Meetings  
 
Mr. Williams explained that this is an issue that is occurring with some municipalities, 
but it has not been an issue in Big Rapids.  In some cases, commission/council 
members would engage in messaging, texting, e-mailing with people not at the meeting 
or in some cases at the meeting.  These conversations are not available to the rest of 
the people, either the elected officials or audience, at the meeting.  This is a possible 
situation when laptops or notebooks are used by the Commission members. 
 
This is an upcoming and developing legal issue within the law.  His suggestion is that 
something be added to the rules of procedures to prohibit such texting or e-mail 
communications by the elected officials during the course of the meeting.  The rule 
would not be intended to prohibit electronic communications as approved and used by 
the entire Commission in a given situation, i.e. skyping or conference call.  
 
Mayor Warba believes that any sort of personal emergency communication should not 
have to be shared at the meeting and asked Mr. Williams to modify his language to deal 
with personal emergency notification. 
 
ii.   Emergency Change in City Commission Meeting  
 
The issue was raised due to this year’s weather conditions.  There is nothing in the 
rules of procedures to handle cancelling of City Commission meetings.  The Opens 
Meeting Act is silent on how a public meeting is cancelled.  Because the wording is 
absent, he believes the City can establish their own procedure of how a meeting can be 
canceled in the event of an emergency.  His recommendation is to use the template of 
how a meeting can be called and develop similar language to cancel a public meeting.  
Municipalities have not yet adopted such a policy.   
 
One recommendation to the proposed wording is to designate one person who can 
cancel a meeting.    All Commissioners agreed that cancelling a meeting should be held 
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at a minimum.   As the wording is developed, it should identify that the cancellation 
would be in the event of sever and imminent danger to the health, safety and welfare of 
the public.   Mr. Williams will continue with the formation of a policy. 
 
Mayor Warba suggested that the Code of Ethics be added to these items to be 
considered prior to October of this year. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
 
Darcy Salinas, DBA Director, commented on the following: 

• Sidewalk snow removal will continue to be a topic of discussion before the next 
snow season. 

• The DBA has completed the draft Consumer/Business survey.  They are getting 
handed out to businesses first.  This will be an on-going project throughout the 
year. 

• The DBA is updating the downtown brochure.  Copies will be distributed through 
the Michigan Welcome Centers. 

• The first meeting for activities at Pocket Park has occurred.  Schuberg Agency 
and Auto Owners Insurance is sponsoring Pocket Park again this year.   The 
schedule of performers is being developed. 

•  ‘Puttin’ Around Downtown’ will be May 2 and 3.   
• Ribbon cutting for Fabulous Finds was last week.   

 
Josh Heykoop, Ferris State University student representative, stated that Ferris is 
getting back from Spring break. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-31 

 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AMENDMENT NO. 1 
TO SITE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH 

iPCS WIRELESS, INC. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has a lease agreement with iPCS Wireless, 
Inc. (Sprint), authorized through Resolution No. 03-78, adopted on July 7, 2003, which 
allows for the lease of space at the top of the 615 S. State Street water tower for cellular 
antennas, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the original agreement consisted of 6 antennas, but in order to 
achieve upgrades in the system and remove obsolete antennas, then went to nine 
antennas, then to three antennas, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this agreement modification includes the provisions to return the 
number of iPCS (Sprint) antennas to six as outlined in the agreement.  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission approve the 
Amendment No. 1 to the Lease agreement with iPCS (Sprint) as attached and 
authorizes the Mayor to sign. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 17, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO. No 14-32  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
EMPLOYER RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 

UNIFORM TRANSFER PROVISION 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is a participating municipality or court in the 
Municipal Employees' Retirement System of Michigan ("MERS"); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Standard MERS Transfer Rules became effective in August 2007; and 

 
WHEREAS, under the Standard Rules, all transferees to a new division are covered 
under the active employee plan in the new division; where the defined benefit plan in 
the new division is closed to entrants, the accrued defined benefit (based on benefits, 
service and wages as of transfer date) of transferees is frozen as of transfer date. 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Retirement Board action on November 10, 2010, the employing 
municipality or court will be allowed, on a one-time irrevocable and uniform basis, to 
adopt for all its MERS divisions (present and future) an alternate policy which allows all 
transferred employees an individual choice at the time of transfer to either be placed in: 
(1) the division’s open plan, or (2) the closed plan if it is the same plan type, provided 
there are active employees remaining in the plan type. 
 
WHEREAS, this alternate transfer provision applies to transferred employees only; 
rehired employees will continue to be enrolled into the active plan; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that effective March 17, 2014, the Governing 
Body adopts this Resolution (or for a participating court, the Chief Judge by 
Administrative Order) for all present and future employee divisions requiring that all 
transferred employees :  
 
[  ]   Shall be covered under the active employee plan in the division they are 
transferred into. 
 
[XX] Shall be given the individual choice to either be placed in the open plan or the 
closed division if it is the same plan type (in the division from which the employee is 
transferred from) provided there are active employees remaining in the closed plan 
type. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 17, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO 14-33 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BIDS FOR 2014 CONSTRUCTION 

SEASON MAINTENANCE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids Department of Public Works maintains the 

streets within the City limits, which necessitates the need for maintenance materials, 
maintenance, rented equipment, and operational repairs, and  

 
WHEREAS, annually, the City advertises for competitive pricing for a variety of 

maintenance materials and rental of equipment that the City does not own, but may 
need to complete projects or assist with unexpected emergency repairs, and  

 
WHEREAS, the City will use the determined lowest and best bid for each 

material and equipment, however, if the required material or equipment is not available 
from the lowest bidder, it is recommended that the City then go to the next low bidder 
for the material or equipment, and 

 
WHEREAS, bids were solicited for construction materials and equipment and 

attached are the bids and the offered price, and 
 
WHEREAS, prices are good April 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the 

attached bids with their offered price and that the equipment, maintenance and 
contracted services bid amounts may be utilized for other public works maintenance 
activities. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the costs will be expensed to the following 

accounts:  
 
Major Streets:     202.464.782.000 

        202.464.801.000 
 
 Local Streets:   203.464.782.000 
      203.464.801.000 
 
 Parks     101.756.732.000 
      101.756.801.000 
   
 Sidewalks, Alleys,    101.442.782.000 
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 & Storm Sewers:   101.442.801.000 
 
       
 Sewage Transmission:  590.561.782.000 
      590.561.801.000 
 
 Water Transmission:  591.561.782.000 
      591.561.801.000 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  March 17, 2014    

 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• The Code of Ethics will be addressed prior to the October deadline. 
• The State of the City coincides with the budget process. 
• The Mayor asked about the status of concerns expressed by Pat Currie.  Mark 

Gifford, Neighborhood Service Director, followed-up on the concerns expressed 
by Pat Currie at the last meeting pertaining to the left hand turn lane north of 
Pere Marquette Street.   Mr. Gifford has talked to Michigan Department of 
Transportation.  They reviewed their old files because in the past they did some 
studies on making the roadway three lanes through town.   They will review their 
files.  Mr. Gifford will contact Mr. Currie. 

• The Library had a walk through on Thursday to review the renovation progress. 
• Nixle alerts are available for emergency situations and alerts can be received on 

smartphones.  The Mayor suggested that it might be inserted in the water bills. 
• The Annual Report has been completed.  He commented on Assessing and 

Income Tax Information.   The average sale price for residential properties is 
declining from 2005 to 2013.  There has also been a decline in income tax 
returns.  Mr. Sobers stated that although the number of returns have declines, 
the income has increased.  

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
April 7, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were 20 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the 
minutes of March 17, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
a. Green Charter Township Mutual Fire Protection 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers presented the request of Green Township to review their 
fire protection contract and reduce the cost from $93,683.04 to $91,000.   He explained 
the current contract terms.  Green Township is requesting the reduction in cost due to 
the decline in their property values. 
 
Mr. Sobers presented printed background information on the existing fire contracts and 
property values.   
 
Mr. James Peek, Green Township Board Trustee, stated that Green Township is not 
dissatisfied with the service provided by the City of Big Rapids.  What created the 
request is the reduction in property tax value.  He is hopeful that something can be 
worked out.  Mr. James Chapman, Green Township Trustee, stated it is not an issue of 
public service, this is a money issue.  He believes the increase for them is 25%. 
 
Comments by the City Commissioners: 

• Commissioner Anderson:  Fire service provided by the City is top of the line and 
it is about money. 
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• Commissioner Rothstein:  The expenses for providing this service continues to 
increase no matter what happens to the City’s and Township’s housing values.  
The City does want to do what’s fair for all, but it is important to provide a level of 
service.  He is not prepared to take action without further review and discussion. 

• Commissioner James:  The City has a higher decline in property values than the 
Township.   

• Commissioner Hogenson:  The contract was made for a reason.  The amounts 
indicate what is necessary to provide the service.  This is an on-going issue for 
everyone and there needs to be some negotiations regarding it, as well as 
looking at what has been put on paper and why it has been put there.    
Township residents may not be pleased with the increase in the cost of the 
service, but City residents will not necessarily be pleased with an increase in the 
cost as well.  

 
Mr. Peek stated that even though everyone is facing some financial crunches, the one 
mill has worked for about 30 years.   
 
b. User Charge Rate Analysis Audit 
 
Mr. Sobers presented information regarding the request of Big Rapids and Green 
Townships to enter into an agreement with an independent auditing firm to look at 
books, to discuss the cost sharing model and how it is based in general industry 
standards and methodologies, and how they might be applied.  The Townships are 
recommending Utility Financial Solutions, LLC, to do the study and are agreeing to split 
the $10,148 cost in thirds. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  7:00 p.m.  -   Budget Input Session for the 2014/15 City Budget. 
 
Mayor Warba opened the Budget Input Session for 2014/2015 fiscal year.    This is the 
first of two public hearings.  The Mayor opened the hearing for public comment.  There 
was no public comment and the hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Study Session continued 
 
c. User Charge Rate Analysis Audit – continued 
 
Mayor Warba stated that both Big Rapids and Green Townships have given their 
approval.  He believes it to be a good investment for a modest cost as the three entities 
continue to review the User Charge Study in up-coming years.  He believes it will be 
useful when it is time to review the individual contracts which expire in 2017.  
 
d.  Holland Park Veteran Memorial 
 
Mr. Gifford gave an introduction for the Holland Park Veteran Memorial project.  The 
project has been through the Park and Recreation Board and Marlies Manning, 
Manning Design, has prepared the design of the memorial at Holland Park.  
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Mr. Mark Solis introduced the committee working on the project.  Marlies Manning 
walked through the proposed design of the park. She outlined the goals and challenges. 
 
Goals Identified: 

• The park should be a respectful and quiet place. 
• The monuments should be well lit, but overall subdued lighting in the park. 
• A place for people to stop and sit. 
• Gathering place for about 20 people for memorial services. 
• Ground breaking with a ceremony in spring or summer of 2014. 
• Nicely landscaped, but not too many flowers in order to keep it low maintenance. 
• Visible from the street and have public access from both street sides. 
• Obtain public donations to use with grant monies to develop the park. 

 
Challenges and Restrictions Identified: 

• Making it barrier free. 
• There is a sanitary sewer line through the property.  
• Desires to keep the Holland name, but add Veteran Memorial to the name. 
• Working around mature trees. 

 
She reviewed the proposed project design and how it would fit on the property.  The 
projected cost is $108,000, which does not include bringing in a water line for irrigation 
and a drinking fountain. 
 
Commissioner James inquired about their 501c3 status.  They replied they are working 
on their designation, but can work through the Amvets 501c19 non-profit designation.   
It was suggested that the project go through the City. 
 
The City Commission took an eight-minute break. 
 
e. 424 Woodward Renovation Project 
 
Mr. Sobers presented information regarding the renovation of the property at 424 
Woodward Avenue.   In 2007, the City purchased two properties on Woodward Avenue 
as part of the Buy Back the Neighborhood Program.  In 2011, Werth Development 
purchased property in the City under a PILOT, whereby per the PILOT requirements, 
$30,000 was transferred to the City by Werth Development.  That money was 
transferred to the Housing Commission to use in housing renovations.  
 
Big Rapids Housing Director Mark Sochocki, stated that with the housing market the 
way it is, the house did not appraise sufficiently to be able to pay the $30,000 back to 
the City.  There is a proposed buyer for the property who was approved for $79,000, the 
appraised value of the property, which is less than the renovation costs.   He is 
requesting the City’s lien of $35,000 be released so that he can sell the house to the 
proposed buyer. 
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f. Project Updates: 
 

i. Hanchett Property – Mr. Sobers stated that the City has taken control of the 
Hanchett property and it has been secured.    The quiet title has been filed 
with the court for certification that the City owns the street to satisfy the 
EDA.  The third party agreement has been signed with MDOT.  The 
engineering drawings have been submitted to MDOT.  After that, the 
drawings will go to the EDA.   

 
ii. Downtown Infrastructure Grant (DIG) - Mr. Gifford stated that the City has 

received approval from SHPO for the pavilion to go in Mitchell Creek Park.  
A DEQ permit has also been received for installation of the pavilion, which 
will begin around the first week in May.   The project is on track to meeting 
the deadline of December 31st. 

 
iii. Library Construction – Mr. Sweppenheiser, Neighborhood Services Director, 

presented slides of the Library renovation.  June 20th, there will be a private 
showing for the donors, with a grand opening on June 21st from 11:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

 
g. Library Bond Bids 
 
City Treasurer Jon Locke updated the City Commission on the Library Bond Bids.  
Three bids were received and CFC Capital (a subsidiary of Chemical Bank) was the low 
bidder at 2.17%.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Josh Heykoop, FSU student representative, stated that the Big Event is Saturday the 
12th. 
 
Pat Currie, 1009 West Avenue, again expressed concerns regarding the layout of North 
State Street north of Pere Marquette.  Traffic accidents have reduced at the corner 
where the NO LEFT TURN sign is, however, conditions are still dangerous regarding 
the left turn lane.  Currently, there are no lane stripes because they have been worn off.   
 
Mr. Gifford stated that the State wants to see a proposal from the City on how to 
address the traffic in this area.  The State expressed that they like what’s there because 
they believe it contributes to reducing accidents, instead of the NO RIGHT HAND turn 
sign at Pere Marquette.    It appears that they would like to see it three lanes, instead of 
four, in which case they will not restripe it now until they get a proposal from the City.   
The State wants to see an engineering drawing. 
 
Mr. Currie stated that the best plan is the way it was previously, two lanes north and two 
lanes south.   The light at Pere Marquette has helped with the accidents.    Even with 
the stripping last year, people were confused where to go.  He stated that another 
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problem is the short light cycle.  People coming around the curve from the north do not 
have a lot of time to stop.  A traffic signal warning light stating how much time traffic has 
before the light changes would be helpful. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-34 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING STAFF TO PREPARE ESTIMATES 
 AND DIAGRAMS AND TO ESTABLISH A PUBLIC HEARING DATE REGARDING  

2013/2014 SIDEWALK SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROJECT  

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids determines that a 
public improvement through the new, replacement and repair of certain sidewalks, 
where required, is necessary and shall be initiated by Special Assessment and 
therefore; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that a public improvement through construction of new 

sidewalk, replacement and repair of existing sidewalk, is necessary and shall take place 
within certain properties on the following streets: 

 
 Sanborn Avenue   Division Avenue  Rust Avenue 
 Green Street   N. Michigan Avenue  E. Maple Street 
 Woodward Avenue 

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 50% of the expense shall be paid by each 

property owner benefited thereby, and 50% of the expense shall be paid by the City of 
Big Rapids, and that the property owner’s expense shall be levied and paid in the 
manner following: 

Full payment to be spread over a three (3) year term payable in three (3) 
annual installments with interest at the rate of five percent (5%) per annum 
on all unpaid sums with no interest charged until after the first installment 
of the special assessment. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said special assessment shall be upon 
each lot, premise and parcel of land abutting the public improvement on or next to the 
above list of properties proportionately to the improvement; the expense for said 
improvement is estimated to be $3.75 per square foot for installation of four inch (4”) 
thickness sidewalk, $4.75 per square foot for installation of six inch (6”) thickness 
sidewalk, and $4.75 per square foot for installation of ramp.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Public Works Deputy Director shall 
prepare estimates and diagrams and that the estimates and diagrams be filed with the 
City Clerk for public examination, and the City Clerk shall publicize this public 
improvement in the Pioneer Press; and that the City Commission will meet on Monday 
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April 21, 2014, at 7:30 p.m. in the Commission meeting room of City Hall to consider 
any objections. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   April 7, 2014  
 
 
Green Township Mutual Fire Protection 
 
The City Commission considered a resolution considering the request of Green 
Township to hold the cost of fire protection by the City of Big Rapids at the current rate.   
Commissioner Anderson moved the resolution, but the resolution died due to the lack of 
a second. 
 
Mr. Sobers will initiate some discussion with the Township. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-35  
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DISCHARGE OF 

MORTGAGE AND CANCELLATION OF PROMISSORY 
NOTE ON 424 WOODWARD AVENUE 

 
 WHEREAS, $30,000 was contributed to the City of Big Rapids by Werth 
Development for the rehabilitation of dilapidated and substandard housing stock as part 
of a PILOT application, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the $30,000 was used for the rehabilitation of the structure at 424     
Woodward Avenue by the Big Rapids Housing Commission, and  
 
 WHEREAS, a promissory note and mortgage (copies attached) were given by 
the Big Rapids Housing Commission to the City of Big Rapids and recorded at Liber 807 
Pages 1167 and 1168 so the $30,000 could be recovered and returned to the City of 
Big Rapids when the property at 424 Woodward Avenue was rehabilitated and sold, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the property at 424 Woodward Avenue has been offered for sale by 
the Big Rapids Housing Commission and an offer has been received, and an appraisal 
has been done as part of the financing, but the proposed sale price will produce 
insufficient net proceeds to pay the City $30,000 or $35,000, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the mortgage must be discharged for the sale of 424 Woodward 
Avenue to be completed,  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the mortgage recorded at Liber 807    
Pages 1167 and 1168 shall be discharged and the promissory note cancelled when the 
sale is closed.  The Mayor is authorized to sign the discharge of mortgage and cancel 
the promissory note.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 7, 2014 
 
Mr. Randy Bleeker expressed concern regarding the City forfeiting the $35,000.  Mr. 
Williams provided the following background: 

• The City identified 424 and 427 Woodward Avenue as two houses to a part of its 
Buy Back the Neighborhood project as non-conforming rental properties, multi-
unit structures in a single family zone. 

• It is legally authorized for municipalities to acquire non-conforming uses to get rid 
of them ahead of slow deterioration.  

• The City made a conscious choice a few years ago to identify properties that 
were problematic for the City, costly for police and fire service, costly for code 
enforcement, and a source of problems for the neighborhoods.    The City was 
spending money because of its problematic status.  

• The City made a decision to spend money on some of these properties to 
acquire them and eliminate the non-conforming uses.  To do so would involve 
rehabilitation of the property. 

• Part of the funds for this purpose was contributed to the City for the specific 
purpose of rehabilitating the housing stock.  Spending it, not because the City 
necessarily expected to get it back, but spending it to rehabilitate the housing 
stock.  

• This converted the properties from non-conforming multi-family residential 
properties to single family conforming uses. 

• They stayed on the tax rolls with a rehabilitated value instead of deteriorating and 
the code enforcement problems are eliminated.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-36 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE BIG 
RAPIDS BUILDING AUTHORITY TO DISSOLVE 

 
WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Building Authority was authorized and formed by 

Resolution No. 2666 of the Big Rapids City Commission in 1966, and  
 

7 
 



WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is the incorporating governmental unit that 
formed the Big Rapids Building Authority, and   

 
WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Building Authority issued and paid off $240,000 in 

revenue bonds in connection with the construction of parking lots between 1966 and 
1987, and recently deeded several parcels of land within the City back to the City of Big 
Rapids, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Building Authority completed the work associated 

with urban renewal that was undertaken between 1966 and 1987, and all other 
purposes for which it was formed,   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Big Rapids City Commission 

thanks the Big Rapids Building Authority and all of the people who served on its Board 
from 1966 through 2013, and hereby authorizes and directs the Big Rapids Building 
Authority to dissolve.  The City Clerk shall publish the dissolution of the Big Rapids 
Building Authority in the Pioneer. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  April 7, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-37 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING USE OF HOLLAND PARK 
FOR A VETERAN MEMORIAL  

 
WHEREAS, the City was approached by the Veterans and Homefront Memorial 

Committee as well as the community interested in establishing a Veteran Memorial, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Park and Recreation Board has reviewed the suggestions from 

City staff, Marlies Manning, the Veterans, and Homefront Memorial Committee 
members to create a Veterans Memorial located at Holland Park, and 

 
WHEREAS, the John Worcester MIA Memorial will be moved to Holland Park 

along with a new Freedom Tree, and    
 
WHEREAS,  the Holland and John Worchester families  have been contacted 

and made aware of the proposed Master Plan for Holland Park and all has expressed 
their consent, and   

 
WHEREAS, at the March 20, 2014 meeting of the Park and Recreation Board the 

board recommended Holland Park be dedicated to creating a Veterans Memorial. 
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  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby authorize the use of Holland Park for a Veteran Memorial. 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 7, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-38 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commission Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING EASEMENT AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN C.H. FLATS, L.L.C., AND CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

FOR WATER MAIN EASEMENT 
 WHEREAS,  C.H. Flats, L.L.C. is the new owner of the College House 
Apartments south of Big Rapids in Big Rapids Township, whereby the old apartments 
have been demolished and the new structures have been built, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the new developers will be installing an 8” water main and 3 fire 
hydrants to service the development, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is responsible for assuring that water mains 
and hydrants connected to their distribution system are maintained, inspected and kept 
in good working order, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this situation requires that the City of Big Rapids have an easement 
allowing the City to maintain and repair, as necessary, that portion of the water main 
and the fire hydrants located on C. H. Flats, L.L.C. property, with the condition that if 
and when repair work is required, C. H. Flats, L.L.C. will be responsible for all 
reasonable expenses incurred and associated with the maintenance of the water main. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission approves the 
attached Easement Agreement with C. H. Flats, L.L.C.. and the Mayor be resolved to 
sign the easement agreement. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 7, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-39 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James the adoption of 
the following resolution:   
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RESOLUTION AMENDING SECTION 125 CAFETERIA PLAN/ 
PREMIUM CONVERSION PLAN 

 
WHEREAS, the City adopted the City of Big Rapids Cafeteria Plan on July 1, 

1993, and amended it in January, 2001, to provide certain benefits to its employees 
under the Internal Revenue Code Section 125, and  

 
WHEREAS, the requirements set forth in the IRS Section125 enables eligible 

employees to pay premiums under employer-sponsored benefit plans in a manner that 
is excludable from gross income, and 

 
WHEREAS, the current Plan must be updated to account for the recent changes 

in the health care benefits provided by the City as follows: 
 

• Elimination of the Medical Reimbursement Plan 
• Elimination of the Dependent Care Reimbursement Plan 
• Provision allowing for the High Deductible Health Plan with a Health 

Savings Account 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby 

amends City of Big Rapids Premium Conversion Plan, effective January 1, 2014, and 
be further resolved that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the Plan and 
to take further action as necessary, proper or convenient for the purpose of carrying out 
the forgoing resolution. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 7, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-40 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
CONTRACT NO. 2014-0221 FOR THE JUSTIFICATION STUDY 

OF EXTENDING RUNWAY 9/27  
 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has received a block 
grant from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for airport development projects, 
and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has authorized MDOT 
Contract No. 2014-0221 for the justification study by Mead & Hunt for extending runway 
9/27, which was approved by the City Commission by Resolution No. 13-143, and   
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 WHEREAS, said MDOT contract for this project is in the amount of $36,000, with 
project costs to be paid as follows: 
   Federal Share  $32,400  

MDOT Share   $1,800 
Local Share   $1,800 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Treasurer has budgeted the local share to account no. 295-
249-801.202 to accommodate the project. 
 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
accepts MDOT Contract No. 2014-0221 and authorizes the Mayor to sign said contract. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 7, 2014  
  
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that the budget does not include a time for the City Commission to 
meet with the department heads.  He questioned if the City Commission wanted that 
step added to the budget schedule.  The City Commission did not see the need to meet 
with the department heads. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• The Treasurer’s office was asked to look at a policy to handle requests from 
organizations to use the utility bills for distributing information.   Commissioner 
James does not feel it is inappropriate to charge a nominal fee to organizations 
who wish to use the water bills to distribute information. 

• MI Works reported that unemployment rates in Mecosta County went from 10% 
in January 2013 to 8.8% in January 2014. 

• The Placemaking seminar held in Big Rapids was nicely done. 
• April 6 – 12 is Severe Weather Week. 

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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SPECIAL EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
April 14, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special emergency meeting of the City Commission to 
order at 12:00 p.m. at the City Water Plant, 730 Osceola Street.   
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
The City Manager and City Attorney gave an explanation for the purpose of the 
emergency meeting, which was necessary due to the severe damage to the Water Plant 
roof as a result of the storm on Saturday, April 12.   
 
The Mayor provided the following: 

• Section 6.2 of the City Charter allows for special meetings outside of City Hall. 
• Section 8.11 allows the City Commission to expend funds for emergency 

purchase without the bidding process. 
• The City Commission Rules of Procedure No. 3 and 11 allows for special 

meetings to be held. 
• The City Commission Rules of Procedure No. 11 allows the Commission to hold 

an emergency meeting without giving the 18 hour notice in the event of severe 
and imminent danger to the health, safety and welfare of the public, and as long 
as four Commission members at a meeting decide a delay would be detrimental 
to the efforts to lessen or respond to a threat. 

• Substantial damage occurred to the Water Plant in the form of numerous 
punctures to the roof membrane and roof concrete, which resulted also in severe 
water damage at the plant. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-41 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following resolution.   

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY 

SESSION OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
 
 WHEREAS, a severe storm caused extensive damage to the roof of the City 
water filtration plant over the weekend of April 12-13, 2014, and 
 
 WHEREAS, electronic equipment at the water filtration plant is exposed to the 
elements with ongoing rainfall occurring, presenting an immediate need to obtain 
emergency construction and repair services to safeguard the City’s public water supply, 
and  
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 WHEREAS, the delay in setting a special meeting of the City Commission with at 
least 18 hours notice would be detrimental to City efforts to lessen or respond to the 
threat to the City’s public water supply, NOW, THEREFORE,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission authorizes a meeting in emergency 
session to be held at 12:00 noon, April 14, 2014, at the City water filtration plant, 730 
Osceola Street, Big Rapids, Michigan, because of a severe and imminent threat to the 
City’s public water supply system posed by the extensive storm damage to the roof of 
the water filtration plant over the weekend of April 12-13, 2014.  This emergency 
session was called when all of the members of the City Commission decided that the 
delay in scheduling and holding a special meeting with 18 hours notice would be 
detrimental to efforts to lessen and respond to the threat to the City’s public water 
supply system. 
 
Yeas: Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays: None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: April 14, 2014 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that in light of the damage, there is no interference with the water 
treating process.  The City’s insurance company has been contacted and they can 
provide financial assistance.  Immediate repairs include the removal of the Simonds’ 
portion of the roof from the Water Plant roof and to help make immediate roof repairs.      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-42 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY  
PURCHASE FOR REPAIR OF THE WATER PLANT   

 
 WHEREAS, a recent storm created severe roof and water damage at the Water 
Plant that causes a threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the City and its citizens 
and requires immediate purchase of supplies and/or possible contractual services, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the State Open Meetings Act further provides suspension of the 18 
hour meeting notice with 2/3 of the Commission in agreement, that delay in repairs 
would be detrimental to efforts to lessen or respond to the threat.    
 
 WHEREAS, Section 34.43 - EMERGENCY PURCHASES - of the City Code of 
Ordinances and Section 8.11 of the City Charter allows for the temporary suspension of 
provisions of Section 8.10 of the City Charter pertaining to sealed bids and the purchase 
of items or contract services exceeding $7,500. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the roof and water damage at the 
Water Plant be recognized as an emergency situation and the City Manager is hereby 
authorized to purchase on the open market, at the lowest obtainable price, any 
necessary services or supplies necessary to make the needed repairs, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager shall report to the City 
Commission, as required by City Ordinance, the progress of all related emergency 
purchases made in excess of $7,500. 
 
Yeas: Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays: None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: April 14, 2014 
 
Those present at the meeting were invited to take a tour of the Water Plant roof 
and facility.   
 
There were no public comments.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:17 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

3 
 



City Commission 
April 21, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James; Mayor Mark 
Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve Sobers.  
 
Absent:  Commissioner Dan Rothstein, who was excused. 
 
There were twenty-one persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the 
minutes of April 7, 2014 be accepted with the correction of typographical errors and the 
insertion of a heading for the consideration of a request from Green Township 
pertaining to their fire protection contract.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the 
emergency special meeting minutes of April 14, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
Mayor Warba presented the following Public Safety Awards: 

• Officer Brennan for performance above and beyond what is expected. 
• Officer Flore for merit in solving and closing twelve connected larcenies. 
• Officer West for effective and dedicated work at CMET. 
 
Recognition of Officer Little and Boomer for going above and beyond the call of duty. 

 
City Clerk Roberta Cline administered the Oath of Office to Danielle Brennan as Police 
Sergeant. 
 
Mayor Warta presented the following proclamation to Mary Bechaz, Sue Glatz, and 
Lolly Nicol: 
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PROCLAMATION DECLARING  
APRIL 24, 2014 – GFWC FEDERATION DAY 

 
WHEREAS, GFWC-Big Rapids, a member of the General Federation of 

Women’s Clubs, and its members have enhanced the citizens and community of Big 
Rapids and the surrounding communities  through their commitment to volunteer 
service, which include Picture Lady, Riverwalk and Post Office Garden maintenance, 
support of reading programs at the Big Rapids Community Library, support of 
community organizations such as WISE, the Historical Museums, Artworks, the Susan 
Wheatlake Center, veterans through a Veteran’s Day proclamation, the Veteran’s 
Luminary Tribute, and Heifer International, and 
 

WHEREAS, the more than 100,000 members of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs provide, on average, more than $21 million in direct donations and 
almost $16 million for in-kind donations as well as over 11 million volunteer hours to 
more than 200,000 programs and projects benefitting their local communities, and  
 

WHEREAS, GFWC and its more than 4,000 member clubs in all 50 states and 
more than a dozen countries are at the forefront of grassroots community service, 
providing crucial support to cultural, educational, health, and legislative issues of 
importance to women, children, and families throughout the world.  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Big Rapids Mayor Mark Warba, calls on 
the citizens of Big Rapids to recognize  

 
April 24, 2014 as GFWC Federation Day 

 
in celebration of the 124nd anniversary of the founding of this esteemed 

organization.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor expresses much gratitude to 
GFWC-Big Rapids and its members for their continued work in making Big Rapids and 
the surrounding communities a better place for all citizens.    

 
_________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba 

 
Public Works Director Mark Gifford presented the Park and Recreation Board Certificate 
of Appreciation to Heather Miller for her involvement and devotion to Girls on the Run 
program.  
 
The City recognized Arbor Day with the following proclamation: 
 

ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION 2014 
 
 WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterlin Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture 
that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees, and 
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 WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more 
than a million trees in Nebraska, and Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the 
world, and 
 
 WHEREAS, trees reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut 
heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and 
provide habitat for wildlife, and 
 
 WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel 
for our fires and countless other wood products, and 
 
 WHEREAS, trees in our City increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of 
business areas, and beautify our community, and 
  
 WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Big Rapids has been recognized as a Tree City USA by The National 
Arbor Day Foundation and desires to continue its tree-planting practices. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark Warba, Mayor of the City of Big Rapids, do hereby 
proclaim April 25, 2014 as 
 

                  ARBOR DAY 
 
in the City of Big Rapids, and urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to 
protect our trees and woodlands, and further, I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden the 
heart and promote the well-being of this and future generations.  Dated this 21st day of April, 
2014. 
             
      __________________________ 
       Mark Warba, Mayor   
            
 
Susan Glatz, representing the Big Rapids Property Owners Association, presented the 
City of Big Rapids with the following checks: 

• $300 for the City’s smoke detector program 
• $25 for Earth Day program  
• $250 for the City’s zinnias program 

 
STUDY SESSION 
 
Paving of Ferris Drive 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers presented the request of Ferris State University to pave 
Ferris Drive before the start of school next fall.  In order to accomplish that, the City 
would need to formulate paving plans and bid the 2014/2015 paving program before the 
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fiscal year budget is adopted.  The actual expenditure of funds will be approved in the 
upcoming budget, but staff is requesting consensus from the City Commission to 
proceed with the plans and bidding.  Bidding the project earlier can get the City on the 
paving schedule earlier.   
 
Commissioner James requested that when bidding was done, the legislation accepting 
the low bidder indicate that the expenses for the paving program would be coming from 
the 2014/2015 budget. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
 
Steve Wright, representative of ATIS (Applied Technology and Internet Solutions, which 
bought out Tucker Communications, Inc. and expanded into other services), stated that 
they lost the upper 1/3 of their tower during the recent wind storm.   They are currently 
operating on emergency connections, but it is affecting their customers. In talking with 
the Neighborhood Services Director, he has been informed that the current ordinance 
does not allow for the taller tower that they desire, because of their location.   
 
Mayor Warba stated that Mr. Wright has also requested to put some temporary 
equipment on one of the City water towers.  Mr. Sobers stated that Mr. Wright was 
requested to put his request in writing so that there was a clear understanding of his 
request.  Originally, he had requested the Bjornson Street tower, but there was concern 
that his equipment would interfere with the City’s equipment.  Staff asked him to 
consider the Perry Street tower instead and he stated he would get back to staff.  That 
is where that conversation is at.    
 
City Attorney Eric Williams explained that the City’s Zoning Ordinance regulates the 
tower location by district and the height of communication towers.   The current site of 
the tower, would not allow the construction of a new tower in that zone.  The current one 
is a non-conforming use, so it can be repaired, but the repair would only allow it to be 
the height it used to be.  The request is to take the tower from 90 to 120 feet.   
 
Mr. Wright stated that because of their proximity to the airport, they will need FAA 
approval.  They have asked for a tower 150 feet high.   
 
Mr. Williams stated that the Zoning Ordinance does not allow a tower at that location of 
either the height of 120 feet or 150 feet.     
 
Mr. Wright was informed that he could present his request to the Planning Commission.  
To initiate the request would require an application and a $75 fee. 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that a 120 foot tower would exceed the height of a City water tower 
and 150 feet would be even taller than the City’s water tower.  There is a concern with 
tall structures and the airplanes taking off from the airport.  That is the reason for FAA 
approval.   
 
Rose Mary Jennings, 606 Bjornson Street, expressed pride in the Public Safety police 
and fire employees.  She appreciates the assistance she gets from the Police 
employees at the mobile home park.   
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RESOLUTION NO.  14-43 
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE UPDATED CONTRACT CLAUSES AND 
CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES FOR THE FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION 

ADMINISTRATION (FTA) AND MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT  
OF TRANSPORTATION (MDOT) FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

FROM STATE OF MICHIGAN FISCAL YEAR 2015 UNDER ACT NO. 51 OF THE  
PUBLIC ACTS FOR 1951, AS AMENDED 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Act No. 51 of the Public Acts of 1951 (Act 51), As 

Amended, it is necessary for the City of Big Rapids’ Dial-A-Ride Public Transportation 
System, established under Act 94, to provide a local transportation program for the state 
Fiscal Year of 2015 (October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015) and, therefore, 
apply for state financial assistance under provisions of Act 51; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission per Resolution No. 14-25, dated February 17, 

2014 accepted the Intent to Apply for Financial Assistance from State of Michigan Fiscal 
Year 2015 under Act No. 51 of the Public Acts for 1951, as amended, and 

 
WHEREAS, both the Federal Transportation Administration has updated the 

fiscal Year 2014 Certifications and Assurances and the Michigan Department of 
Transportation has updated the Contract Clauses pertinent to the financial assistance 
from the State of Michigan. 
 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission accepts the 
attached certifications and assurances and Contract Clauses for the Federal 
Transportation Administration and the Michigan Department of Transportation. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor is authorized to sign the Contract 
Clauses for the Federal Transportation Administration and the Stephen Sobers, City 
Manager is authorized to sign the Certifications and Assurances for the Michigan 
Department of Transportation.  
  
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  April 21, 2014   
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  7:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Warba opened the public hearing on the Estimates and Diagrams for the 
2013/2014 Sidewalk Special Assessment Project.  There was no one in the attendance 
to speak to the sidewalk special assessment program. 
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Mayor Warba presented a letter submitted by John Chaput of Big Rapids Products 
stating that they were not interested in a sidewalk extending from the end of Pemberton 
to Maple Street and sharing in the cost of that sidewalk.    The letter was placed on file 
pertaining to this public hearing. 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that a year ago the City Commission agreed to let Big Rapids 
Products shorten the cul-de-sac at the end of Pemberton, since Big Rapids Products 
owned both pieces of property on the north and south side of it.   There were a number 
of residents in attendance at that meeting stating that they would really like to have a 
connection between the shorten Pemberton cul-de-sac and Maple Street.  Big Rapids 
Product’s concern was that it bisected property owned by them, even though it is in the 
City right-of-way.  Mr. Chaput stated that he likes to view the grass on the property. 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that he offered if Big Rapids Products wanted to do something on 
their own with a more ‘garden path’, they were welcome to do that.  Mr. Chaput was not 
receptive to that.  During the previous meeting where residents expressed desire to 
have a sidewalk connector, Mr. Chaput stated he had not considered that and was 
neutral in his comment pertaining to that.  Based on the conversations at that meeting, 
the City did ask for this sidewalk to be included in this year’s special assessment 
sidewalk program.  
 
Commissioner James confirmed that she remembers the concerns of the neighbors at 
the meeting a year ago and that is was suggested that it would be nice to have a 
sidewalk.  Mr. Chaput did not commit at that time.  The City did not have to do what it 
did regarding the shortening of the cul-de-sac, which it did on Mr. Chaput’s request.  
She believes the sidewalk is one more aspect to complete the project. 
 
Mayor Warba stated that the action before the Commission at this meeting will authorize 
the preparation of a special assessment roll for sidewalk, of which this property will be 
included.  Mr. Sobers stated that the submission of the letter will give the property 
owner the right to challenge the dollar costs once the program is under way.   The next 
public hearing is May 5, 2014. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:40 p.m.  

RESOLUTION NO. 14-44 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS TO APPLY FOR 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM (STP) FUNDS 

FROM THE SMALL URBAN PROGRAM FOR ELIGIBLE PROJECTS 
AND GIVE ASSURANCE OF THE 20 PERCENT LOCAL PROJECT MATCH 
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WHEREAS, the City has identified a potential funding source for transportation 
projects, which is administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation under the 
Small Urban Program, specifically the Surface Transportation Program funds, and 
 

WHEREAS, these funds are available to cities with 5,000 to 50,000 population, 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has identified the paving and improvements to streets on 

the federal aid highways and renovations to the present Dial-A-Ride building as 
qualifying projects, and   
 

WHEREAS, the funds available through the grant is $375,000 and requires a 
20% local match.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of 
Big Rapids authorizes the submission of the project application to MDOT for streets on 
the Federal aid highway system and improvements to the City’s DART facility. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 21, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-45  
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING CITY ASSESSOR TO PREPARE 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR  

2013/2014 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission held a public hearing on Monday, 
April 21, 2014, on the estimates and diagrams for the construction of sidewalk under the 
City of Big Rapids 2013/2014 Sidewalk Improvement Project, and; 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Commission deems it to be in the public interest to make 
said improvements at the properties identified in the City of Big Rapids Sidewalk 
Improvement Project and that the said improvements shall be special assessed upon 
each lot, premise and parcel of land abutting the public improvement proportionately to 
the improvement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission of Big Rapids, 
that said estimates and diagrams are hereby adopted and approved for said 
improvements under the 2013/2014 Sidewalk Improvement Project. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Assessor or his/her designate is 
hereby directed to prepare a Special Assessment Roll for the improvements under the 
Sidewalk Improvement Project at the cost of $3.75 per square foot for installation of four 
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inch (4”) thickness sidewalk, and $4.75 per square foot for installation of six inch (6”) 
thickness sidewalk, with 50% of the expense to be paid by the City of Big Rapids and 
50% of the expense to be paid by special assessment by each property owner 
benefited, which will be levied in three (3) annual installments, and to deposit said Roll 
with the City Clerk for public examination thereof. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission and City Assessor, or 
his/her designate, will meet and consider any objections to said Roll at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, May 5, 2014, in the Commission room of City Hall, 226 N. Michigan Avenue, 
and that notice of said hearing shall be given by first class mail at least ten (10) days 
prior to said hearing to each owner of property to be assessed. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Dated:  April 21, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-46 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 2013/2014 
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission has approved the sidewalk 
improvement program for the year 2013/2014 in which the City will address the 
rehabilitation of existing walks, accessible ramping, and detectable warning, and 
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited for the project, whereby three bids were received, 
and review of the bids by staff has resulted in a recommendation to accept the lowest 
and best bid of Olsson Concrete LLC in the amount of $ 47,871.10. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Olsson Concrete LLC be 
accepted in an amount of $ 47,871.10 for the 2013/2014 Sidewalk Improvement 
Program and Mayor authorized to sign contract.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed as follows: 
 
101-442-967.703 (sidewalk program)       $ 23,734.10 
101-442-967.702 (alley approach, alley sidewalk)         $   6,570.00 
101-756-967.023 (Dog Park parking lot and sidewalk)   $ 13,339.50 
101-756-967.024 (Riverwalk trail repair)    $   4,227.50  
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 21, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-47 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
LIBRARY BOARD  
 
Alma Wortley appointed to a full term ending May 2019 
 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD  
 
Karen Simmon appointed to a full term ending May 2017 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba   
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  April 21, 2014  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that the City received a letter from the GFOA that the City will be 
receiving the 2012/2013 Achievement of Excellence for the financial report.  
 
Commissioner Hogenson expressed appreciation of how the community came together 
after the recent weekend storm.  Mr. Sobers stated that the wind speeds during the 
storm were in excess of 78 miles per hour. 
 
Commissioner Anderson complimented the City on how quickly it picked up debris after 
the storm.  The Placemaking seminar resulted in two items, housing and connectivity.    
She mentioned a New York Times article that states senior citizens are looking to locate 
near universities.  
 
Mayor Warba addressed the following: 

• MDOT has been provided an engineer’s sketch of what the City proposes for N. 
State Street, and the City is waiting for MDOT’s response.  Mr. Pat Currie and 
Mr. Paul Jefts, who owns property on the corner of Pere Marquette and N. State 
Street, were presented an opportunity to review the proposal.  Mr. Currie has 
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some additional comments he wishes to make and will join the meeting with 
MDOT. 

• The Big Event accomplished good results throughout the community. 
• He complimented staff on their response to the weekend storm event. 
• The walks with the Mayor begin on Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. at Hemlock Park. 

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
May 5, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were 13 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – An action items was added for the authorization of a 
grant agreement with USDA Rural Development Community Facilities grant program for 
fire tender replacement tank purchase. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of April 21, 2014 meeting be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Mayor presented the following proclamation to Nick Czinder. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 CELEBRATING YOUTH WEEK 

 
WHEREAS, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks has designated May 1-

7, as Youth Week to honor American’s Junior Citizens for their accomplishments, and to 
give fitting recognition of their services to Community, State and Nation, and 

 
WHEREAS, Big Rapids Lodge #974 will sponsor an observance during that week 

in tribute to the Junior Citizens of this Community, and 
 
WHEREAS, no event could be more deserving of our support and participation 

than one dedicated to these young people who represent the nation’s greatest resource, 
and who in the years ahead will assume the responsibility for the advancement of our free 
society, and 

 
WHEREAS, our Youth need the guidance, inspiration and encouragement which 

we alone can give in order to help develop those qualities of character essential for future 
leadership; and go forth to serve America, and  
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WHEREAS, to achieve this worthy objective we should demonstrate our 
partnership with Youth, our understanding of their hopes and aspirations and a sincere 
willingness to help prepare them in every way for the responsibilities and opportunities of 
citizenship.   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I Mark J. Warba, Mayor of the City 
of Big Rapids, do hereby proclaim the first week in May as  
 

YOUTH WEEK 
 

and urge all departments of government, civic, fraternal and patriotic groups, and our 
citizens generally, to participate wholeheartedly in its observance.  
 
 
      _____________________________ 

Mayor Mark J. Warba 
 
Dated:  May 5, 2014 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
a. Storm Damage Update 
 

Director of Public Works Mark Gifford briefed the City Commission on the progress 
made to address damage to the Water Plant by the recent wind storm. 

• Two repair bills have been received to date.  Morningstar Excavating has 
completed the removal and disposal of the Simonds roof sections from the 
Water Plant roof and the road.  The portion of the damaged fence has been 
replaced.  The two total $41,000. 

• Pending repairs include:   
 Windemueller is working on the communication system. 
 Brandle Roofing and Sheet Metal Co. is replacing the roof. 
 Hurst Mechanical is replacing the air conditioning unit. 
 Steve Jones is repairing the parapet wall and roof decking. 
 Bosch Mechanical is doing some smaller type items. 

The City is working with the insurance company. 
 

b. Engineering Update – Fleis & VandenBrink 
 

Bob Wilcox updated the City Commission on the following: 
 
• Wastewater Treatment Headworks.   

1. The mechanical screen replacement design is underway.  The 
drawings and construction permit application will be submitted to the 
DEQ. 

2. The Waterloo lift station improvements will be submitted and once 
the permit is issued, bids will be solicited in June.  Construction 
probably will be early fall. 
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• The IPP Audit - The City’s Industrial Pretreatment Program requires the City 
to monitor and control industrial discharges that may cause interference 
with the treatment plant.  The audit review will include:  reviewing the 
policies and procedures that are in place and comparing them to current 
guidelines and recommendation of the EPA; evaluation of how the current 
system deals with high strength discharges, which are controlled through 
surcharges to cover additional operating costs; review of the sewer use 
ordinance; mercury minimization plan; and financial and budget review to 
make sure the program is self-sufficient as it is intended to be.  

 
There was a discussion that this cost should be a shared expense with the townships. 
 
  Todd Richter reported on the following: 
 

• Baldwin Street Bridge and Infrastructure Project: 
1. The EDA has agreed to look at the demolition of the Hanchett 

building as a separate segment of the project and the plans for 
demolition will be ready for soliciting bids soon.  The plans and 
specifications will be submitted to the EDA by the end of the week 
for their review and comment.  As soon as EDA approval is received, 
it will be put out for bids with the intent of getting demolition started 
as early as August, 2014.  The demolition will take 6 – 8 weeks.  
There will be a short period of time that Baldwin Street will be closed 
to traffic. 

 
2. Plans are underway for the Maple Street water main infrastructure 

portion of the project.  Planned construction is summer of 2015.   
 

3. There has been a preliminary plan review with MDOT on the Baldwin 
Street bridge project, which resulted in a few revisions.  There is an 
anticipated July final plan date of getting them back to MDOT and 
EDA for approval.  Anticipated bid letting date is January 2015, so 
that construction can be started as soon as possible in the spring.  

 
• Downtown Infrastructure Grant:  By the end of the week the engineers will 

be applying for a MDOT permit for work to be performed on M-20 (Maple 
Street) and State St.  Once the plans are approved by MDOT and MEDC, 
it is hoped to get bids in July and be constructing the majority of 
improvements in August.  Some of the street lighting may not happen until 
September and October. 

 
• State Street/Pere Marquette Intersection North - There has been some 

preliminary street layout completed.  The suggestion is to convert the four 
lanes to a three-lane section consisting of a north bound lane, a south 
bound lane and a center turn lane.  That will provide enough room on each 
shoulder to delineate a bike path to the north.  On Wednesday, there is a 
meeting with City staff to get their input. 
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Commissioner Hogenson stated that several years ago when there were 
three lanes of traffic on State Street, there were many accidents.   He urged 
that there be a lot of study done so that the design can be explained.  Mr. 
Richter stated that the accidents may have been before the US 131 
expressway was constructed. 
 
Mr. Sobers explained how the roadway will be designed to handle the bike 
traffic.  He does not feel that the State Highway Department will be receptive 
of going back to the four lanes of traffic. 

 
 

c. Village Green Apartments Update – Director of Neighborhood Services, Mark 
Sweppenheiser, updated the City Commission on the recent fire at one of the 
Village Green Apartment buildings on Catherine Street.   

• In 1977, the complex was granted a special use permit in a R-1 zone 
because of sufficient acreage size and setbacks. 

• It was originally 48 units, of which 24 were recently destroyed by fire. 
• The building destroyed by fire was a non-conforming structure along with a 

non-conforming use.  The current zoning for that parcel is R-2 allowing the 
maximum density of a duplex.   

• A letter has been sent to the current owner on May 1st, informing him that 
if he desired to rebuild, he may be required to go to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, as well as site plan review.  The City does not know what the 
owner’s intensions are in terms of rebuilding. 

 
Commissioner Anderson was concerned that the building was not up to code because of 
the way the fire spread.  It is her hopes that if it is rebuilt, current building rules and 
regulations would be followed.     
 
Mr. Sweppenheiser stated the remaining apartment structure was built to specifications 
at the time of construction, and would not have to be brought up to current code unless 
some work was done to the building.   Mr. Sobers stated that the owners have not made 
any notification as to what they will do regarding the burnt out unit.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Bill Routley, Catherine Street, asked if the City could clean up the charred wood from the 
Hanchett building fire next to Baldwin Street.  It is unsightly and dangerous.   
 
Darcy Salinas, Downtown Business Association Director, commented on the following: 

• The DBA is getting a free ad in the Michigan Trails magazine, as well as there will 
be an ad in the Pioneer’s Destinations. 

• The new downtown brochures are finalized for distribution. 
• April 26th was the Family Expo 
• ‘Puttin around Downtown’ golf event occurred May 2 and 3.  The Friday night event 

was successful with 11 teams, but Saturday’s turnout was disappointing. 
• Farmer’s Market and Pocket Park music starts on May 9th. 
• Downtown Classic Car shows will occur this summer on the second Friday of the 

months of June, July and August. 

4 
 



• DBA is participating in the FSU Dawg Days, which is an event for in-coming 
students. 

• In June and July, the DBA will be at student orientation and will be giving tours to 
the student orientators so that they can inform students of what is downtown. 

• She is looking forward to the results from the Placemaking meetings. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
Mayor Warba opened the public hearing on the Special Assessment Roll No. 14-517 for 
the 2013/2014 Sidewalk Improvement Project at 7:33 p.m. 
 
There were no public comments or written communications received.  The Mayor closed 
the public hearing at 7:34 p.m. 
 
The City Commission took at five minute break. 
 
CONTINUANCE OF STUDY SESSION- Village Green Apartments 
 
Mayor Warba stated that the property is privately owned and it is up to the owners to 
decide what direction they are going to take.  The property is currently in a non-conforming 
use.  Mayor Warba asked about the current condition of the property and how demolition 
will occur. 
 
City Attorney Eric Williams explained that there is State statute pertaining to fires and 
explosions on residential property that allows a municipality to require insurance 
companies, when they settle a loss, to withhold a portion of the settlement and send it to 
the municipality.  If necessary, the money can be used to clean up the debris.  The State 
law, along with the portion of settlement withholding, is in place to make sure an owner 
can’t collect the money and then just leave the site without cleaning it up.  There is 
insurance coverage and the City is a participating municipality in the withholding 
mechanism.  
 
Mr. Sweppenheiser stated that in order for the owner to rebuild, a variance would need 
to be requested.   
 
Mr. Williams stated that until the owners submit a proposal of what they want to do, the 
City cannot anticipate what will occur. 
 
Mayor Warba expressed condolences to the tenants who were affected by the fire.  He 
complimented the fire department on their response to the fire. 
 
Mirdza Randall, 1302 Catherine St., stated that the tenants want to return to the location 
of their apartments.  They are friends and neighbors.  She is planning to call the 
owners/on-site manager telling them to contact the City.   She stated that the tenants are 
low income people. 
 
Tenants were told by the building owners that they no longer own the structure - that the 
insurance company does. 
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Amanda Ally, 1306 Catherine, questioned if the owners do not decide to rebuild, what will 
happened to the remaining undamaged structure.  Mr. Williams stated that the structure 
remains non-conforming and will not be closed by the City and can be continued to be 
used. 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-48                     
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL NO.  14-517  
FOR 2013/2014 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 
 
 WHEREAS, Special Assessment Roll No. 14-517 has been submitted for the 
construction of sidewalk under the City of Big Rapids 2013/2014 Sidewalk Improvement 
Project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission held a public hearing on Monday, May 5, 2014, 
to consider any objections to said Roll, at which time the special assessments were 
confirmed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves said Special Assessment Roll No. 14-517 to be spread over a three (3) year 
term payable in three (3) annual installments with interest at the rate of five percent (5%) 
per annum due each February 1st hereafter, beginning February 1, 2015, and directs the 
City Assessor to deposit the same with the City Clerk for endorsement as to the date of 
confirmation, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon confirmation by the City Clerk, said Roll 
shall be transmitted to the City Treasurer for collection. 
 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 5, 2014   

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-49 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR  
MAINTENANCE OF CITY-OWNED 

STANDBY GENERATORS 
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 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for maintenance of City-owned standby 
generators for City Hall, water plant, wastewater plant, public safety building, public works 
garage and airport, and 
 
 WHEREAS, four bids were received with staff recommending that the bid of 
Michigan Cat, Grand Rapids, MI be accepted in the amount of $5,400.00 per year for 
three years with the option of two, one-year renewals.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Michigan Cat in the 
amount of $5,400.00 for maintenance of City-owned standby generators for City Hall, 
water plant, wastewater plant, public safety building,  public works garage and airport be 
accepted. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from the following: 
 
            Account     Number of      
Department              Number        Units        Amount 
 
City Hall Building        101-267-801.000   1       $   360.00  
Public Safety Building                   101-345-801.000           1       $   360.00 
Motor Pool         661-444-801.000   2       $   720.00 
Wastewater Treatment Plant        590-560-801.000   4       $1,440.00 
Water Treatment Plant       591-560-801.000                         6       $2,160.00 
Airport           295-249-801.000   1       $   360.00  
 
   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor be authorized to sign the contract 
upon approval by the City Attorney. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 5, 2014    
 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-50 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING  
INDUSTRIAL PRETREATMENT PROGRAM AUDIT 

 
 
 WHEREAS, in an effort to insure that the City is implementing its Industrial 
Pretreatment Program (IPP) accurately and efficiently, the City’s engineering firm, Fleis 
and VandenBrink, has been requested to perform an audit on the City’s procedure, and 
 
 WHEREAS, said audit will compare the City’s program procedures with industry 
standards, identify the areas that can be improved to satisfy the State requirements, and 
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allow staff to make adjustments that will benefit the operations of the wastewater 
treatment plant, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost to complete the IPP Audit will be on an hourly basis as 
outlined in the City’s contract for service with the engineering firm for an estimated cost 
of $8,600. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission authorize the 
City’s engineering firm, Fleis and VandenBrink, to complete an Industrial Pretreatment 
Program (IPP) audit on an hourly rate for an estimated fee of $8,600 and the Director of 
Public Works be authorized to sign the proceed notice. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost for the service be expensed to Account 
No. 590-565-802.000. 
 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 5, 2014 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-51 
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 
Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
 
COMPENSATION COMMITTEE 
 
Marian D. Beadle re-appointed to a full term ending May 2019   
  
DART 
 
Gordon Telfer re-appointed to a full term ending May 2017 
 
 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD  
 
Richard Spedowske re-appointed to a full term ending May 2017   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
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Sue Bean re-appointed to a full term ending May 2017  
(Non-City resident per State statute) 
 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Jayne Graham re-appointed to a full term ending May 2017  
Ralph Manting re-appointed to a full term ending May 2017  
 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba       
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 5, 2014     
 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-52 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE RURAL DEVELOPMENT  
COMMUNITY FACILITIES GRANT PROGRAM  

FOR FIRE TENDER REPLACEMENT TANK PURCHASE 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has submitted a grant application to Rural 
Development to secure grant funding for purchase of a replacement tank for a Public 
Safety Fire Tender, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Rural Development Division of the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
has found it appropriate to award the City of Big Rapids $25,000, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City will contribute $60,000 or 70% to the total purchase of 
$85,000. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of 
Big Rapids authorizes the grant agreement with the USDA Rural Development under the 
Community Facilities Grant Program. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the tank replacement cost of $85,000 be 
expensed to Account No. 661-444-977.914 and Rural Development grant funds of 
$25,000 deposited into Account No. 661-000-529.914. 
 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba       
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 5, 2014 
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UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Anderson, Mr. Sobers and Mr. Sweppenheiser received a prize on Earth 
Day for the trash they picked up.  Mr. Sobers stated they donated their prize to the Library 
project. 
 
Commissioners Hogenson and Anderson expressed appreciation for the City making 
available the MML Placemaking serials. 
 
Commissioner James questioned the current liquor license process.  Mr. Williams stated 
that the Liquor License laws have changed, where license owners do not need local 
approval for liquor license transfer.  The local renewal by local officials has been removed. 
 
Commissioner Anderson recognized the Emergency Notification System flyer distributed 
in the water bills, stating she pleased to see the information. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• May 1st is Law Day and each year the local Bar Association recognizes a citizen 
who has made a contribution to the legal system.  This year’s recipient was Terry 
Nerbonne. 

• There are two weeks left for the Wednesday evening walks with the Mayor. 
• May 17th is the Wheatlake Wellness Walk and Run. 

 
Bill Routley, complimented the City’s IT Manager, Tim Moslener, and the great working 
relationship between City and County. 
 
Director of Public Safety Andrea Nerbonne informed the City Commission of the great 
community response to the Village Green Apartment fire.  The schools housed the 
residents for a short period of time at the Middle School, the Red Cross was there 
immediately, and Dawn Fuller, the DART supervisor had two buses at the scene within 
10 minutes of a call.  The victims were transported to the middle school where they 
received housing for the evening, fresh fruits, coffee and water.   
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
May 19, 2014 

 
 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were 8 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the 
minutes of May 5, 2014 meeting be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY-  none 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
City Treasurer Jon Locke presented written information pertaining to the Fiscal Year 
2014/2015 budget.    He reviewed the information with the City Commission, which 
consisted of:  

• Millage Comparison:  2013 and 2014 
• Income Tax and Revenue Sharing 
• Retirement Funds Status – ACT 345 and MERS 
• Medical Insurance Status 
• Fiscal Year 2014/2015 Fund Balance Projections 
• FY 2015 Proposed Capital Improvement Projects 
• Debt Service for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 

 
Commissioner James would like to meet with the City Treasurer to discuss the few 
individual accounts with a current deficient.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
 
 
The City Commission discussed the proposed configuration of N. State Street going 
north of Pere Marquette/Baldwin Street.  Some expressed concerns of the traffic lanes 
going from four to three.  The reconfiguration will involve new lane stripping and new 
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signage.  There have been meetings regarding this stretch of roadway that have 
included City staff and community members.  At this time, Mayor Warba believes that 
the advice of the experts (MDOT and engineers) should be considered.  They are 
recommending conversion of the four lanes to three lanes with a center turn lane.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-53 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGES TO THE LANE CONFIGURATION OF 
NORTH STATE STREET/PERE MARQUETTE (BALDWIN) 

 STREET INTERSECTION 
 
 WHEREAS, there is general discontent with the present layout of the traffic 
patterns at the State Street/Pere Marquette intersection, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City is on the advent of a complete redesign of this intersection 
by Fleis and VandenBrink as part of the Baldwin Street Bridge reconstruction project, 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan Department of Transportation has advised the 
City that the change made in the traffic pattern at the intersection has resulted in no 
accidents over the past year – down from 30 accidents with the former alignment of two 
lanes moving north and south, and 
 

WHEREAS, this significant benefit to safety is felt to be in part from the 
installation of a turn lane, the removal of the left turn movement of northbound traffic 
and the organization of the southbound traffic into one lane as it approaches the 
intersection, and 
 

WHEREAS, after Fleis and VandenBrink proposed a new configuration of the 
intersection and traffic pattern on State Street, which includes two bike lanes (one in 
each direction), two traffic lanes (one in each direction) and a center turn lane, the plans 
have been reviewed by City Staff, MDOT and a public review session of the community, 
with positive results at each step, and 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan Department of Transportation has advised that 
if the Big Rapids City Commission recommends and approves this design by resolution 
and communicates its approval to MDOT, the State will implement this change by the 
first week of June, 2014. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission recommends 
and approves this design for the State Street/Pere Marquette (Baldwin) Street 
intersection and directs the Clerk to send a transmittal to MDOT conveying its wishes 
that the design be implemented at the earliest convenience. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-54 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION SECTION 5311 OPERATING ASSISTANCE 

AGREEMENT NO. 2012-0047/P3/R1 – DART 
 

 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transportation (DART) system derives 
approximately 16% of its operating revenue from the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA), which is administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation, and 

 
 WHEREAS, under the City of Big Rapids Annual Local Transportation Program 

Grant Application for the period of October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014, the 
City has requested federal funding in the amount of 16% of the City’s proposed 
operating budget ($81,224.00), and 

 
WHEREAS, this project authorization, Agreement No. 2012-0047/P3/R1, 

represents partial payment of $46,298.00  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids hereby 

agrees to enter into the Project Authorization Agreement for FY 2014 Section 5311 
Operating Assistance, Agreement No. 2012-0047/P3/R1, in the amount of $46,298.00 
and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement documents. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba       
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-55  

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CENTRAL MICHIGAN MUTUAL AID 
RECIPROCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGREEMENT 

 
WHEREAS, certain emergency situations may exist in the nature of public 

nuisances, public disturbances, or other scenarios requiring cooperative law 
enforcement activity to confront an emergency, and 
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 WHEREAS, the law enforcement agencies of the governmental entities of Clare 
County, Gladwin County, Gratiot County, Isabella County, Mecosta County, Midland 
County, Montcalm County, City of Alma, City of Big Rapids, City of Clare, City of 
Midland, City of Mt. Pleasant, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, Village of 
Shepherd, Central Michigan University and Ferris State University hereby agree to enter 
into a Mutual Aid Reciprocal Law Enforcement Agreement, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the terms and agreement between the participating entities are 
outlined in the Central Michigan Mutual Aid Reciprocal Law Enforcement Agreement, 
copy attached, with the term of agreement being for four (4) years from the date of full 
execution by all participating jurisdictions. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves the Central Michigan Mutual Aid Reciprocal Law Enforcement Agreement and 
authorizes the Mayor and Director of Public Safety to sign said agreement. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba       
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-56 
 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXTENDING CONTRACT WITH  
KEMIRA WATER SOLUTIONS, INC. FOR FERRIC CHLORIDE FOR THE 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT  
 
 WHEREAS, The Wastewater Treatment Plant uses Ferric Chloride for the 
removal of phosphorus, and   

 
 WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 12-91, dated September 4, 2012 the City 
contracted with Kemira Water solution, Inc. for the purchase of Ferric Chloride with  a 
contract period of September 1, 2012 through August 31, 2014 with 2 one-year 
extensions, and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff has received a request from Kemira Water Solution, Inc. to 
extend the first of two one-year extensions at the current price.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves the 
first one-year extension with Kemira Water solution, Inc. for a period of September 1, 
2014 through August 31, 2015.  
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba         
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-57 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR LINING OF  

SANITARY SEWER MAINS 
 

WHEREAS, the City contracts for lining of its sanitary and storm sewer lines, and 
 
  WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for said services, whereby four bids were 
received, and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the staff’s recommendation that the bid of Inland Water Pollution 

Control Inc. (IWPC), Detroit MI, be accepted as the best bid for a contract period of 
three years (July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2017) with the option of two one-year 
extensions, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the cost is figured on a price per foot basis, and will be determined 
per job with a not to exceed total from the figures on the attached proposal.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Inland Water Pollution 
Control Inc. for lining of sanitary sewer mains. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from the Wastewater 
Replacement Fund and the account number will be established at the time the job is 
approved. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba         
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014   
 

RESOLUTION NO.  14-58 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR THE 2014 
STREET RESURFACING PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the City maintains a street system of approximately 38 miles, and 

recognizes that the maintenance of the street surfaces are a vital element of a good 
street pavement management system, and 
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 WHEREAS, staff has identified City streets that are in need of repair and 
solicited bids for the 2014 Street Resurfacing Project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, three bids were received with staff recommending the lowest and 
best bid of Reith-Riley Construction Co, Inc., of Big Rapids for the 2014 Local Street 
Resurfacing Project in the amount of $209,837.84, which includes a portion of Ferris 
Drive in the amount of $27,315 to be paid by and billed directly to the university by the 
contractor, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the streets identified for milling and overlay treatment are: 

 
1. West Madison Street from Rose Avenue to City Limits 
2. Rose Avenue from Spruce Street to West Madison Avenue 
3. Clark Street from Perry Avenue to Morrison Avenue 
4. Warren Avenue from Maple Street to Linden Street 
5. Ives Avenue from Oak Street to Linden Street 
6. Ferris Drive from State Street to 205th – CITY 
7. Ferris Drive from 205th to Perry Avenue – FSU, and 

 
 WHEREAS, contract documents allows the City to adjust the unit quantities for 
paving additional streets if additional funds are budgeted by the City Commission.     
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Reith-Riley Construction 
Co, Inc., in the amount of $182,522.36 be accepted. 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to the 2014/15 budget. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba       
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-59  
 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING UPDATED CITY POLICY ON 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

 
WHEREAS, the law requires State and local governments with 15 or more 

employees to not discriminate against applicants and employees based on race, color, 
national origin , sex, religion, or disability, and  

 
 WHEREAS, to ensure compliance with the law, the City has an Equal 
Opportunity and Affirmative Action Policy, which is often required to be submitted when 
applying for several Federal and State Grants, and  
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 WHEREAS, the City’s current EEOC policy was last adopted on July 17, 1978. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BT IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
adopts the attached updated Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action 
Policy and hereby directs that it be incorporated into the City’s Policy Book  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-60  
 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING UPDATED CITY POLICY  
ON SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission recognizes that in this age of tolerance and 

respect for all people, it is a policy of the City of Big Rapids to maintain a working 
environment free from all forms of sexual harassment and intimidation, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City‘s current Sexual Harassment Policy was adopted on April 

12, 1993, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is recommended that the City update its policy to preserve a 

working environment free from sexual harassment of any kind by anyone employed or 
associated with the City. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BT IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
adopts the attached updated Sexual Harassment Policy and hereby directs that it be 
incorporated into the City’s Policy Book  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba       
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-61  
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 
PROPERTY FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCE 
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 WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) owns 
properties adjacent to City property, which would be beneficial for economic 
development, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DNR is willing to sell two separate pieces of property to the City 
at this time, in the amount of $4,080 and $4,650, and 
 
 WHEREAS, both properties are located adjacent to the Fred Meijer White Pine 
Trail State Park as depicted on the attached maps. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorizes 
the purchase of the two DNR properties, and the Mayor to sign the Land Transfer 
Agreements for said properties. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to Account No. 101-
101-971.000, Land.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  7:30 p.m.  
 
Public Hearing regarding Fiscal Year 2014/15 Budget 
 
Mayor Warba opened the public hearing on the Fiscal Year 2014/2015 budget.    Based 
on the information provided at the Study Session, the Mayor asked if there were any 
comments or questions from the audience.    There were no comments. 
 
Public Hearing regarding the USDA Rural Development Fire Tender Tank     
Replacement. 
 
Mayor Warba opened the public hearing on the USDA Rural Development Community 
Facilities Program for a grant to help cover the purchase price of a replacement tank for 
one of the Public Safety fire tender vehicles.   
 
City Manager Sobers stated that the resolution authorizing the grant agreement with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Community Facilities Grant Program 
for the fire tender replacement tank purchase was adopted by the City Commission at 
their May 5, 2014 meeting, per the request of the USDA Rural Development.   They 
wanted to put the City’s application in the queue as soon as possible, insuring possible 
funding of the $25,000 to assist in the repair of the fire tender that is needed to fight 
fires.  The repair is an $85,000 cost.   
 
There being no comments from the audience, the Mayor declared the public hearing 
closed. 
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Several years ago, the City opened discussions with the DNR regarding the transfer of 
non-essential property they owned to the City.   At one of the locations, the property is 
adjacent to some City ball fields, of which it would be nice to add this property for 
whatever potential use.    The other piece of the property is adjacent to residential, 
which a potential use could be the development of more residential lots.  
 
The State feels it is time to dispose of the property.  The State is accepting whatever the 
City has on the books as value as a formal appraisal.  The two parcels are available for 
$4,080 and $4,250.   
 
Mayor Warba questioned the terms of the Land transaction Agreements, which include 
the reservations of antiquities and future rail reactivation.   He questioned if this restricts 
the City’s ability to use the property as it sees fit once it pays for it.    The City Attorney 
will check into the exact meaning of the reservation.  Mr. Williams recommended that 
the City not refrain from accepting the agreement at this time, and he will resolve the 
meaning of the reservation. 
 
Rose Mary Jennings, 606 Bjornson St., who owns property adjacent to one of the DNR 
parcels, stated she was not aware of the availability of the land.    Mrs. Jennings was 
informed that the City really had no plans for the portion of land on the east side of 
Bjornson.  The City is more interested in the land on the West side of Bjornson.  Mr. 
Sobers stated that the only type of discussion regarding the small piece of land East of 
Bjornson was that it could possibly serve as an area for the community gardens. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-61 
 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 
PROPERTY FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) owns 
properties adjacent to City property, which would be beneficial for economic 
development, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DNR is willing to sell two separate pieces of property to the City 
at this time, in the amount of $4,080 and $4,650, and 
 
 WHEREAS, both properties are located adjacent to the Fred Meijer White Pine 
Trail State Park as depicted on the attached maps. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorizes 
the purchase of the two DNR properties, and the Mayor to sign the Land Transfer 
Agreements for said properties. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to Account No. 101-
101-971.000, Land.   
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  May 19, 2014  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Anderson stated the Old Jail yard sale is on Saturday, May 24th, 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Rothstein expressed appreciation to the City Treasurer and staff for the 
formulation of the budget. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson thanked the Mayor with his help in promoting the Wheatlake 
Wellness Walk with his walks with the Mayor.  
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor 
declared the meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
June 2, 2014 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were nine persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of May 19, 2014 be accepted with the correction of a typographical error.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY  none 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
a. Proposed Policy Regulating Utility Bill Stuffers 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers presented the proposed policy for informational material to 
be included with the utility bill mailing.  As the City gets more requests from outside groups 
to include stuffers in the water bills, it recognizes the need for a policy.  The proposed 
policy was presented.   
 
The City Commission discussed the proposed fee of $250, which would be a part of the 
City’s fee schedule and can be adjusted if necessary.   The $250 is reasonable compared 
to the approximate $1,200 it would cost an organization to mail the material. 
 
The policy will be presented at the June 16th meeting for consideration. 
 
b. Proposed Ethics Policy Ordinance for the City Commission 
 
City Attorney Eric Williams presented his information pertaining to an Ethics Policy 
Ordinance, which is required to be adopted within two years of the City Charter adoption 
on October 9, 2012.    He provided samples from other communities and a proposed draft 
for the City of Big Rapids.  Adoption date must be by October 10, 2014. 
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One area of discussion was Section 15 – Violation of Ordinance – making violation of 
Section 10 of the Ordinance a misdemeanor.  The City Commission will need to decide if 
it wants criminal penalties for violations of all subsections or only specified ones.  
 
Mr. Williams asked the City Commission for feedback as to whether or not they wanted 
the Ordinance to have high standards with high criminal penalties or the positive 
statement of high ethical standards with a short and specific list of things that should not 
be done and viewed as personal gain over City business.  If it were desired by the 
Commission, the short list could be punishable as misdemeanors.   
 
Commissioner Hogenson, sat on the Charter Revision Commission, explained the 
purpose of the Ethics Ordinance was not to impose a penalty for every potential infraction 
in as much as they wanted to provide guidance that everyone could follow that would 
serve as an ethical guideline.  That guideline would include respectful and courteous 
behavior towards residents.  He supports the ordinance, but is not in favor of a lot of legal 
penalties.  Some other communities have a process for determining misconduct in office, 
where the person is removed from office, that seems to be appropriate. 
 
Mayor Warba questioned what procedure is to be followed if a City Commission violates 
one of the prohibited conducts.  Does there need to be procedure for reporting a violation?   
He also commented that Section 14 requires the City Clerk to deliver a copy of the 
ordinance to each public servant, and if this is not done she could be in violation of the 
ordinance, which requires a penalty.   Staff affected by this ordinance may want to provide 
feedback on the draft ordinance.  
 
Mr. Williams will take the comments provided and prepare a revised draft.     
  
c. Reform of the Personal Property Tax  
 
Mr. Sobers presented the MML communication urging municipalities to inform voters of 
the August 5th Primary proposal, which will present legislation to replace the personal 
property tax with other income raised by the State.  The MML is requesting municipalities 
pass a resolution supporting the August 5th ballot proposal, which Mr. Sobers suggested 
be done at the next City Commission meeting if the Commission so desires.   He would 
also like to see newspaper coverage of the issue. 
 
d. Ordinance on Sanitation Rates   

 
City Treasurer Jon Locke presented information on the proposed revised Sanitation Rates 
for 2014 to 2017.  He explained that if the employees in the Treasurer’s office who deal 
with sanitation on a day-to-day basis were charged to the sanitation fund, it would cause 
a deficient in the sanitation fund.  The current administrative fee of 21% does not cover 
the cost for the administration of the sanitation services.  The City staff’s proposal is to 
increase the administration fee to 25%, which would generate additional revenue to more 
closely cover the administrative costs.  The effect of the increased administrative fee 
equates to $0.59 per month for the residents.   
 
Mayor Warba requested explanation of how some of the designated departments were 
involved in the sanitation administration fee.  Mr. Locke explained that the share cost 
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allocation is the offices that perform functions for every departmental function throughout 
the City.  This is a normal allocation of cost practice used by all businesses. The indirect 
cost has not changed, other than the cost to provide the service has increased over the 
year.   
 
Commissioner James explained that the administration costs are done on total 
expenditures at the end of one year as you prepare for the next fiscal year budget.  This 
amount may appear high, but the City has a multi-million dollar General Fund and 
everyone who is employed in the General Fund touches all other funds in some aspect.    
 
Mr. Sobers further explained how the percent of administrative fees are calculated. 
 
Some time ago, Commissioner James requested a report on recycling as to if the amount 
of recycling has increased due to the weekly recycling picked up.   Mr. Sobers stated staff 
has asked the question, but the refuse hauler does not capture the data in a way the staff 
thought it did when they asked the question.  The haulers do not collect the data on the 
number of tons that they collect only from Big Rapids.  The answer cannot be obtained.   
Commissioner James would like Mr. Sobers to ask again for the information because the 
City Commission was to look at the pick-up and costs to determine if it was not cost 
efficient to the residents. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  – none  
 
The City Commission took an eight-minute break.  

 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-62  

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FY 14-15 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is required to adopt a budget or the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2014 and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Manager presented a budget in accordance with Public Act 
621 of 1978 (MCL 141.435) to the City Commission on June 2, 2014, being the General, 
Special Revenue, Debt Service, and Capital Projects Funds and Information Summaries 
of the Enterprise, Internal Service and Fiduciary Funds, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a duly advertised, charter required public hearing was held May 5, 
2014 to receive comments regarding the FY 14-15 proposed City Budget. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the budget document presented with 
this resolution be adopted as the City’s 2014/15 fiscal year budget and that the revenues 
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for fiscal year commencing July 1, 2014, and ending June 30, 2015, on a fund and source 
basis are estimated as follows: 
 

GENERAL FUND     
Taxes   $4,906,800    
Licenses & Permits  55,500   
Grants  1,496,300   
Charges & Services  512,200   
Fines & Forfeits  87,200   
Interest & Rents  35,400   
Other  161,300    
Transfers-In  1,118,100    
       TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES    $8,372,800  
     

MAJOR STREETS FUND     
State Trunkline Maintenance  $105,000    
State Gas & Weight Tax  475,000    
Interest Earned     3,000    
Other  200   
Transfers-In   50,000   
       TOTAL MAJOR STREET REVENUES     $633,200                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 

    

LOCAL STREETS FUND     
State Gas & Weight Tax   $168,000    
Interest Earned  1,000    
Interest Charged  900   
Other  5,500   
Transfers-In  278,800   
       TOTAL LOCAL STREET REVENUES     $454,200  

     
POOL FUND     

Interest Earned  $     500    
Other  3,400   
Charges for Services  37,000    
Transfers-In  100,000   
       TOTAL POOL REVENUES     $140,900 
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DOG PARK FUND     

Donations  $5,000   
       TOTAL DOG PARK REVENUES               $5,000 

     
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FUND     
Property Tax    $19,400    
Interest Earned   1,000    
Loan Interest  500     
Loan Principal  1,900     
Artworks Capital Campaign Donations  3,000   
Farmer’s Market Fees & Coupons  30,700     
       TOTAL DDA REVENUES     $56,500  
     
LIBRARY FUND     
State Grants  $  8,000    
Sales & Services   4,200    
Income Tax Donation  1,000   
Penal Fines  93,000    
Library Fines   4,500    
Interest Earned   500    
Other  46,700   
Transfers-In   235,000    
       TOTAL LIBRARY REVENUES     $392,900  
     
AIRPORT FUND     
Community/Municipal Hangar Rents  $    21,100   
Leasing/Other Fees  69,300   
Fuel Sales  252,000   
Transfers-In   160,000   
       TOTAL AIRPORT REVENUES     $502,400  
     
PS BLDG DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Property Taxes - Current   $383,800    
       TOTAL PS BLDG DEBT REVENUES    $383,800  
     
LIBRARY IMPROVEMENT DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Transfers-In   $10,400    
       TOTAL LIBRARY IMPR DEBT REVENUES    $10,400  
     
WATER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Transfers-In   $326,700    
       TOTAL WATER DEBT REVENUES    $326,700  
     
SEWER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
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Transfers-In   $506,100    
       TOTAL SEWER DEBT REVENUES    $506,100  
     
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND     
Interest Earned   $    500    
Transfers-In  25,000   
      TOTAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT REVENUES    $25,500  
     
MAPLE ST DOWNTOWN INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

    

Grant   $410,200    
Donations  40,000   
Transfers-In             18,600   
      TOTAL INFRASTRUCTURE IMPR REVENUES    $468,800  

     
INDUSTRIAL PARK INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

    

Grants   $5,599,500    
Transfers-In  255,100   
      TOTAL INFRASTRUCTURE IMPR REVENUES    $5,854,600  

 
DIAL-A-RIDE FUND 

    

Grants   $296,300    
Fares & Sales  134,000    
Interest Earned  200   
Other  200   
Transfers-In        100,000    
       TOTAL DIAL-A-RIDE REVENUES     $530,700  
     
RE-LENDING LOW INTEREST PROGRAM FUND     
USDA Admin Fee, Interest & Principal  $3,600   
Chemical Bank Interest & Principal     800   
       TOTAL RE-LENDING LOW INT REVENUES    $4,400 

     
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM FUND     

Grant  45,000    
Sales & Services        12,000    
Sewer Charges  2,314,400    
Interest Earned     1,000    
Other               1,500    
       TOTAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL REVENUES    $2,373,900 
     
WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM FUND     
Sales & Services       $    31,000    
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Water Sales   2,250,000    
Interest Earned               3,000   
       TOTAL WATER SUPPLY REVENUES     $2,284,000  
     
SANITATION FUND     
Sales & Services   $1,181,800    
       TOTAL SANITATION REVENUES     $1,181,800  
     
SEWER REPLACEMENT FUND     
Interest Earned  4,000   
Transfer-In  $175,000   
       TOTAL SEWER REPLACEMENT REVENUES     $179,000  
     
WATER REPLACEMENT FUND     
Interest Earned  500   
Transfers-In  $150,000   
       TOTAL WATER REPLACEMENT REVENUES    $150,500 
     
DPW SERVICES FUND     
Services   $1,088,700    
Other      4,800   
       TOTAL DPW SERVICES REVENUES     $1,093,500  
     

MOTOR POOL FUND     
Rentals   $715,600    
     
     
Other     9,000   
Transfers-In          90,000    
       TOTAL MOTOR POOL REVENUES     $814,600  
 
MUSKEGON RIVER SAFETY 

    

Interest Earned   $   200    
Contributions  2,000    
       TOTAL MUSKEGON RIVER SAF REVENUES     $2,200  
     
MILLER & AHLGREN TRUST FUND     
Interest Earned   $100    
       TOTAL MILLER & AHLGREN REVENUES     $ 100  
     
SUSAN JENNINGS MEMORIAL FUND     
Interest Earned   $  100    
Donations  1,000    
       TOTAL SUSAN JENNINGS REVENUES     $1,100  
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PLAYSCAPE FUND     
Interest Earned   $100    
       TOTAL PLAYSCAPE REVENUES     $ 100  
     
RIVERWALK FUND     
Interest Earned   $  100    
Grant   1,000   
       TOTAL RIVERWALK REVENUES     $1,100                                                                                      
     
ACT 345 RETIREMENT FUND     
DB Employee Contributions   $   4,200    
DC Employee Contributions  125,000    
DB Employer Contributions  500,000    
DC Employer Contributions  200,200    
457 Plan  4,100   
Stock Dividends  300,000    
Bond Interest  35,000    
       TOTAL ACT 345 REVENUES     $1,168,500  

 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, expenditures for the fiscal year commencing July 
1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2015, are appropriated on a fund and activity basis as 
follows: 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL FUND     
City Commission  $111,900   
Mayor  5,500   
City Manager  144,000   
Elections  14,500   
City Assessor  132,200   
City Attorney  206,000   
City Clerk  340,200   
General and Administrative  35,000   
City Treasurer  387,300   
Income Tax  137,500   
Information Management  544,200   
Public Buildings  64,300   
Personnel Administration  34,800   
Police  2,194,400   
Fire  922,000   
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Public Safety  465,900   
Plan Board  1,000   
Neighborhood Services  253,800   
Public Works  614,400   
Sidewalks, Alleys and Storm Sewers  191,100   
Parking  88,300   
Downtown  67,000   
Park Facilities  430,900   
Recreation  106,800   
Debt Service  108,800   
Transfers-Out    988,800   
       TOTAL GENERAL EXPENDITURES    $8,590,600 
     

MAJOR STREETS FUND     
Public Works  $   4,000   
Street Construction  113,000   
Routine Maintenance  115,000   
Sweeping & Flushing  19,800   
Trees & Shrubs  9,700   
Drainage Structures  44,100   
Grass & Weed Control  1,100   
Routine Maintenance-Bridges  2,200   
Traffic Signs-Maintenance  28,100   
Traffic Signals-Maintenance  7,000   
Pavement Markings  16,800   
Winter Maintenance  122,900   
State Trunkline-Traffic Signal Maintenance  5,800   
State Trunkline-Surface Maintenance  23,400   
State Trunkline-Sweeping & Flushing  10,400   
State Trunkline-Trees & Shrubs  1,200   
State Trunkline-Drainage Structures  14,800   
State Trunkline-Roadside Cleanup  1,800   
State Trunkline-Grass & Weed Control  2,600   
State Trunkline-Traffic Signs  2,000   
State Trunkline-Winter Maintenance  84,000   
Transfers-Out  163,100   
       TOTAL MAJOR STREET EXPENDITURES    $792,800 

     
LOCAL STREETS FUND     

Public Works  $   1,800   
Street Construction  77,000   
Routine Maintenance  142,800   
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Sweeping & Flushing  18,800   
Trees & Shrubs  8,600   
Drainage Structures  58,100   
Grass & Weed Control  3,500   
Traffic Signs-Maintenance  15,000   
Traffic Signals-Maintenance  3,000   
Pavement Markings  9,900   
Winter Maintenance  129,000   
Transfers-Out   35,600   
       TOTAL LOCAL STREET EXPENDITURES    $503,100 
     

POOL FUND     
Operational  $127,900   
Transfers-Out    15,700   
       TOTAL POOL EXPENDITURES    $143,600 
     

DOG PARK FUND     
Supplies  $5,000   

        TOTAL DOG PARK EXPENDITURES    $5,000 
     

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FUND     
DDA  $67,300   
Transfers-Out  21,600   
       TOTAL DDA EXPENDITURES    $88,900 
     

LIBRARY FUND     
Public Buildings  $ 37,400   
Community Library  273,300   
Transfers-Out   80,400   
       TOTAL LIBRARY EXPENDITURES    $391,100 
     

AIRPORT FUND     
Operational  $404,600   
Debt Service  77,100   
Transfers-Out    53,200   
       TOTAL AIRPORT EXPENDITURES    $534,900 
     
PS BLDG DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Debt Service  $383,800   
       TOTAL PS BLDG DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $383,800 
     
LIBRARY IMPR DEBT SERVICE FUND     
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Debt Service  $10,400   
       TOTAL LIBRARY DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $10,400 
     
WATER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Debt Service  $326,700   
       TOTAL WATER DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $326,700 
     

SEWER DEBT SERVICE FUND     
Debt Service  $506,100   
       TOTAL SEWER DEBT SER EXPENDITURES    $506,100 
     
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND     
General Government  $12,500   
      TOTAL CAP. IMPR.  EXPENDITURES    $12,500 
     
MAPLE ST DOWNTOWN INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

    

Project Costs  $468,800   
      TOTAL MAPLE/DOWNTOWN  EXPENDITURES    $468,800 
     
INDUSTRIAL PARK INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

    

Project Costs  $5,854,600   
      TOTAL INDUSTRIAL PARK EXPENDITURES    $5,854,600 

     
DIAL-A-RIDE FUND     

Labor  $317,000   
Administrative & General  89,300   
Materials & Supplies  109,600   
Transfers-Out   44,400   
       TOTAL DIAL-A-RIDE EXPENDITURES    $560,300 

     
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM FUND     

Production  $1,064,600   
Transmission  254,400   
Customer Services  44,400   
Industrial Pretreatment   103,700   
Lift Stations  8,300   
Big Rapids Township   1,300   
Transfers-Out  950,800   
       TOTAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL EXPENDITURES    $2,427,500 
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WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM FUND     
Production  $881,600   
Transmission  489,700   
Customer Services  44,400   
Big Rapids Township  200   
Transfers-Out  906,300   
       TOTAL WATER SUPPLY EXPENDITURES    $2,322,200 
     

SANITATION FUND     
Leaf Pickup & Composting  $ 63,600   
Garbage Disposal/Composting  947,000   
Customer Services  38,200   
Transfers-Out  135,100   
       TOTAL SANITATION EXPENDITURES    $1,183,900 
     

SEWER REPLACEMENT FUND      
Equipment & Project Costs  $197,000   
       TOTAL SEWER REPL EXPENDITURES    $197,000 

     
WATER REPLACEMENT FUND     

Equipment & Project Costs  $107,000   
       TOTAL WATER REPL EXPENDITURES    $107,000 
     

DPW FUND     
Administrative & General  $987,400   
Transfer-Out  101,300   
       TOTAL DPW EXPENDITURES    $1,088,700 
     

MOTOR POOL FUND     
Administrative & General  $709,600   
Transfer-Out  102,500   
       TOTAL MOTOR POOL EXPENDITURES    $812,100 

INSURANCE FUND     
Administrative  $8,000   
       TOTAL INSURANCE EXPENDITURES    $8,000 

     
RETIREE INSURANCE FUND     

Administrative  $3,000   
       TOTAL RETIREE INSURANCE EXPENDITURES    $3,000 

     
MUSKEGON RIVER SAFETY FUND     

Administrative  $6,500   

12 
 



       TOTAL RIVER SAFETY EXPENDITURES    $6,500 
     

SUSAN JENNINGS MEMORIAL FUND     
Administrative  $1,000   
       TOTAL SUSAN JENNINGS EXPENDITURES    $1,000 

     
RIVERWALK FUND     

Administrative  $3,000   
       TOTAL RIVERWALK EXPENDITURES    $3,000 

 
     

ACT 345 RETIREMENT FUND     
Administration  $951,100   
       TOTAL ACT 345 RETIREMENT EXPENDITURES    $951,100 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Manager is authorized to amend individual 
line items within the FY 14-15 City of Big Rapids Budget such that the General Fund and 
all other fund totals remained unchanged, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, FUND 701 -- Trust & Agency, FUND 703 -- Tax 

Collection, FUND 705 -- Income Tax, FUND 731 -- Supplemental Pension, FUND 750 – 
Payroll, and FUND 751 – Housing – Payroll do not have budgeted revenues or 
expenditures, are balance sheet accounts, and therefore, do not have fund balances. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the FY 14-15 anticipated fund balance carry-overs 
are recognized such that the expenditures appropriated do not exceed the sum of the 
anticipated revenues plus the carry-overs on a fund-by-fund basis as attached. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 11.2334 mills 

for the period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, on all real and personal taxable 
property in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same.  The 
remainder of the tax is levied for the purpose of defraying the general expense and 
liability of the City of Big Rapids and is levied pursuant to the Charter of the City of Big 
Rapids.  The maximum authorized levy according to the City Charter is 15.0 mills, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 1.0000 mil as 
part of the 11.2334 mills for the period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, on all real 
and personal taxable property in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the 
same to be used exclusively for the annual street program, to include street and alley 
surface infrastructure only (asphalt, milling, striping etc.)  This mil does not include utility 
work or complete street rebuilding. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 4.3529 mills for 
the period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, on all real and personal taxable property 
in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same.  This tax is levied for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of supporting the retirement plan for qualified personnel of 
the Department of Public Safety of the City of Big Rapids pursuant to the provisions of 
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ACT 345 of the Public Acts of 1937, as amended, as approved by a vote on August 7, 
1972, and 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission levies a tax of 2.3859 mills for 
the period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, on all real and personal taxable property 
in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same.  This tax is levied for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of paying principal and interest payments and agent fees 
for the Public Safety Building bond, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission does hereby levy a tax of 
2.0000 mills for the period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015 on all real and personal 
taxable property in the City of Big Rapids, according to the valuation of the same in a 
district known as Downtown Development District.  This tax is levied for the purpose of 
defraying the cost of Downtown Development Authority, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission imposes a 1% administration 
and collection fee on all levies of property taxes pursuant to MCL 211.44. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 2, 2014 
 
ORDINANCE NO.  674-06-14  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

ORDINANCE ADOPTING NEW SANITATION RATES 
 

The City of Big Rapids Ordains: 
 
Section 1. Title V, Section 50.12 is hereby amended and the sanitation rates for the 
City of Big Rapids are established according to the following schedule: 
 
Section 2.   SCHEDULE OF SANITATION RATES – Effective as follows: 
 

   

SCHEDULE OF 
MONTHLY 

SANITATION 
RATES    

    
  Effective July 1, 

2014    
       

DUMPSTER RATES 
 CUBIC      
FREQUENCY YARDS 2 3 4 6 8 
PER WEEK       

       
 Base $43.02 $58.94 $65.77 $80.35 $93.21 

1 Administration $10.76 $14.74 $16.44 $20.09 $23.30 
 Total $53.78 $73.68 $82.21 $100.44 $116.51 
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 Base $86.16 $110.97 $123.80 $151.15 $175.81 

2 Administration $21.54 $27.74 $30.95 $37.79 $43.95 
 Total $107.70 $138.71 $154.75 $188.94 $219.76 
       
        
 Base $127.39 $163.12 $182.48 $221.93 $258.36 

3 Administration $31.85 $40.78 $45.62 $55.48 $64.59 
 Total $159.24 $203.90 $228.10 $277.41 $322.95 
       
        
 Base $195.60 $217.10 $239.17 $294.69 $340.98 

4 Administration $48.90 $54.28 $59.79 $73.67 $85.25 
 Total $244.50 $271.38 $298.96 $368.36 $426.23 
       
       
 Base $230.60 $266.79 $297.63 $362.84 $423.56 

5 Administration $57.65 $66.70 $74.41 $90.71 $105.89 
 Total $288.25 $333.49 $372.04 $453.55 $529.45 
       
       
 Base $275.60 $320.13 $358.26 $434.74 $505.32 

6 Administration $68.90 $80.03 $89.57 $108.69 $126.33 
 Total $344.50 $400.16 $447.83 $543.43 $631.65 
       
       
 Base $318.72 $371.65 $416.35 $507.62 $588.72 

7  Administration $79.68 $92.91 $104.09 $126.91 $147.18 
 Total $398.40 $464.56 $520.44 $634.53 $735.90 
              
       
COMMERCIAL       
1/2 Yard-1 Time/Week  $7.78 (Per Cart)   
 Administration      $1.95    
Total       $9.73    
       
 1 Yard-1 Time/Week  $15.57 (Loose Pickup)   
 Administration      $3.89    
Total       $19.46    
       
 Recycle - 1 Time/Week  $10.20 (Per Cart)   
 Administration   $2.55    
Total   $12.75    
       
*Overflow Volume Rate Charge  $16.00 Per Yard   
              
       
RESIDENTIAL       
 Trash Service      $8.43    
 Cleanup      $0.77     
 Curbside 
Recycle      $2.71     
 Bagged Leaves/Yard Waste     $2.72 Leaves & Yard Waste - May Purchase Bags 
   $14.63    
 Administration   $3.66    
Total 
Residential      $18.29    
        
Additional Cart Rentals  $2.00 Per Cart; Per Month  
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SCHEDULE OF 
MONTHLY 

SANITATION 
RATES    

    
  Effective July 1, 

2015    

       

DUMPSTER RATES 

 CUBIC      

FREQUENCY YARDS 2 3 4 6 8 

PER WEEK       

       

 Base $43.88 $60.12 $67.09 $81.96 $95.07 

1 Administration $10.97 $15.03 $16.77 $20.49 $23.77 

 Total $54.85 $75.15 $83.86 $102.45 $118.84 

 Base $87.88 $113.19 $126.28 $154.17 $179.33 

2 Administration $21.97 $28.30 $31.57 $38.54 $44.83 

 Total $109.85 $141.49 $157.85 $192.71 $224.16 

       

        

 Base $129.94 $166.38 $186.13 $226.37 $263.53 

3 Administration $32.49 $41.60 $46.53 $56.59 $65.88 

 Total $162.43 $207.98 $232.66 $282.96 $329.41 

       

        

 Base $199.51 $221.44 $243.95 $300.58 $347.80 

4 Administration $49.88 $55.36 $60.99 $75.15 $86.95 

 Total $249.39 $276.80 $304.94 $375.73 $434.75 

       

       

 Base $235.21 $272.13 $303.58 $370.10 $432.03 

5 Administration $58.80 $68.03 $75.90 $92.53 $108.01 

 Total $294.01 $340.16 $379.48 $462.63 $540.04 

       

       

 Base $281.11 $326.53 $365.43 $443.43 $515.43 

6 Administration $70.28 $81.63 $91.36 $110.86 $128.86 

 Total $351.39 $408.16 $456.79 $554.29 $644.29 

       

       

 Base $325.09 $379.08 $424.68 $517.77 $600.49 

7  Administration $81.27 $94.77 $106.17 $129.44 $150.12 

 Total $406.36 $473.85 $530.85 $647.21 $750.61 
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COMMERCIAL       

 1/2 Yard-1 Time/Week  $7.94 (Per Cart)   

 Administration      $1.99    

Total       $9.93    

       

 1 Yard-1 Time/Week  $15.88 (Loose Pickup)   

 Administration      $3.97    

Total       $19.85    

       

 Recycle - 1 Time/Week  $10.40 (Per Cart)   

 Administration   $2.60    

Total   $13.00    

       

*Overflow Volume Rate Charge  $16.00 Per Yard   

              

       

RESIDENTIAL       

 Trash Service      $8.60    

 Cleanup      $0.79     

 Curbside Recycle      $2.76     

 Bagged Leaves/Yard Waste     $2.77 Leaves & Yard Waste - May Purchase Bags 

   $14.92    

 Administration   $3.73    

Total Residential      $18.65    

        

Additional Cart Rentals  $2.00 Per Cart; Per Month  

              

 
 

   

SCHEDULE OF 
MONTHLY 

SANITATION 
RATES    

    
  Effective July 1, 

2016    
       

DUMPSTER RATES 
 CUBIC      
FREQUENCY YARDS 2 3 4 6 8 
PER WEEK       

       
 Base $44.76 $61.32 $68.43 $83.60 $96.97 

1 Administration $11.19 $15.33 $17.11 $20.90 $24.24 
 Total $55.95 $76.65 $85.54 $104.50 $121.21 
       
 Base $89.64 $115.45 $128.81 $157.25 $182.92 

2 Administration $22.41 $28.86 $32.20 $39.31 $45.73 
 Total $112.05 $144.31 $161.01 $196.56 $228.65 
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 Base $132.54 $169.71 $189.85 $230.90 $268.80 

3 Administration $33.14 $42.43 $47.46 $57.73 $67.20 
 Total $165.68 $212.14 $237.31 $288.63 $336.00 
       
        
 Base $203.50 $225.87 $248.83 $306.59 $354.76 

4 Administration $50.88 $56.47 $62.21 $76.65 $88.69 
 Total $254.38 $282.34 $311.04 $383.24 $443.45 
       
       
 Base $239.91 $277.57 $309.65 $377.50 $440.67 

5 Administration $59.98 $69.39 $77.41 $94.38 $110.17 
 Total $299.89 $346.96 $387.06 $471.88 $550.84 
       
       
 Base $286.73 $333.06 $372.74 $452.30 $525.74 

6 Administration $71.68 $83.27 $93.19 $113.08 $131.44 
 Total $358.41 $416.33 $465.93 $565.38 $657.18 
 Base $331.59 $386.66 $433.17 $528.13 $612.50 

7  Administration $82.90 $96.67 $108.29 $132.03 $153.13 
 Total $414.49 $483.33 $541.46 $660.16 $765.63 
              
COMMERCIAL       
 1/2 Yard-1 Time/Week  $8.10 (Per Cart)   
 Administration      $2.03    
Total       $10.13    
       

 1 Yard-1 Time/Week  $16.20 
(Loose 
Pickup)   

 Administration      $4.05    
Total       $20.25    
       
 Recycle - 1 Time/Week  $10.61 (Per Cart)   
 Administration   $2.65    
Total   $13.26    
       
*Overflow Volume Rate Charge  $16.00 Per Yard   
              
       
RESIDENTIAL       
 Trash Service      $8.77    
 Cleanup      $0.81     
 Curbside Recycle     $2.82     
 Bagged Leaves/Yard Waste     $2.83 Leaves & Yard Waste - May Purchase Bags 
   $15.23    
 Administration   $3.81    
Total 
Residential      $19.04    
        
Additional Cart Rentals  $2.00 Per Cart; Per Month  
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SCHEDULE OF 
MONTHLY 

SANITATION 
RATES    

    
  Effective July 

1, 2017    

       

DUMPSTER RATES 
 CUBIC      

FREQUENCY YARDS 2 3 4 6 8 

PER WEEK       

       

 Base $45.66 $62.55 $69.80 $85.27 $98.91 

1 Administration $11.42 $15.64 $17.45 $21.32 $24.73 

 Total $57.08 $78.19 $87.25 $106.59 $123.64 

       

        

 Base $91.43 $117.76 $131.39 $160.40 $186.58 

2 Administration $22.86 $29.44 $32.85 $40.10 $46.65 

 Total $114.29 $147.20 $164.24 $200.50 $233.23 

       

        

 Base $135.19 $173.10 $193.65 $235.52 $274.18 

3 Administration $33.80 $43.28 $48.41 $58.88 $68.55 

 Total $168.99 $216.38 $242.06 $294.40 $342.73 

       

        

 Base $207.57 $230.39 $253.81 $312.72 $361.86 

4 Administration $51.89 $57.60 $63.45 $78.18 $90.47 

 Total $259.46 $287.99 $317.26 $390.90 $452.33 

       

       

 Base $244.71 $283.12 $315.84 $385.05 $449.48 

5 Administration $61.18 $70.78 $78.96 $96.26 $112.37 

 Total $305.89 $353.90 $394.80 $481.31 $561.85 

       

       

 Base $292.46 $339.72 $380.19 $461.35 $536.25 

6 Administration $73.12 $84.93 $95.05 $115.34 $134.06 

 Total $365.58 $424.65 $475.24 $576.69 $670.31 

       

       

 Base $338.22 $394.39 $441.83 $538.69 $624.75 

7  Administration $84.56 $98.60 $110.46 $134.67 $156.19 

 Total $422.78 $492.99 $552.29 $673.36 $780.94 
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COMMERCIAL      

 1/2 Yard-1 Time/Week  $8.26 (Per Cart)   

 Administration     $2.07    

Total       $10.33    

       

 1 Yard-1 Time/Week  $16.52 
(Loose 
Pickup)   

 Administration     $4.13    

Total       $20.65    

       

 Recycle - 1 Time/Week  $10.82 (Per Cart)   

 Administration  $2.71    

Total   $13.53    

       

*Overflow Volume Rate Charge $16.00 Per Yard   

             

       

RESIDENTIAL      

 Trash Service     $8.95    

 Cleanup      $0.83     

 Curbside Recycle     $2.88     

 Bagged Leaves/Yard Waste     $2.89 
Leaves & Yard Waste - May Purchase 
Bags 

   $15.55    

 Administration  $3.89    

Total Residential     $19.44    

        

Additional Cart Rentals  $2.00 Per Cart; Per Month  

              
 
 
Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication, with the rates becoming 
effective on the scheduled dates of July 1, 2014, July 1, 2015, July 1, 2016 and July 1, 
2017 accordingly. 
 
Section 4. The City Clerk is directed to publish this Ordinance in the Pioneer. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  June 2, 2014 
Published: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-63 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION EXTENDING CONTRACT WITH  
FLEIS & VANDENBRINK FOR 

ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, the City utilizes the services of professional engineering firms for general 
engineering services, and,  
 
 WHEREAS, a contract was awarded to Fleis and VandenBrink, per Resolution No. 
10-169, dated December 6, 2010, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the contract allows for two one-year extensions to the contract, which 
per Resolution No. 13-67, dated June 3, 2013 the first one-year extension was approved, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff is recommending that the City authorize the second and last one-
year extension from June 30, 2014 through June 30, 2015 , and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract includes a provision for rate increases based on the 
Consumer Price Index-Urban CPI-U, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City received a letter requesting a 1.0% increase based on the index 
from April 2013 to April 2014.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorizes the 
second and final one-year extension for engineering services. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize the rate increase 
of 1.0% for Fleis and VandenBrink. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 2, 2014    
 
ORDINANCE NO. 675-06-14 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the 

adoption of the following Ordinance. 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 114.16 AND 
114.19 OF CHAPTER 114, TITLE XI OF THE BIG RAPIDS 

CITY CODE DESIGNATING 
 THE LOCATION OF TAXICAB STANDS 
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 WHEREAS, Section 114.16 of the City Code prohibits cruising by taxicabs while 
waiting for  fares, and requires taxicabs to return to a garage or designated taxicab stands 
in between fares, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the area within the City where taxicabs can stand while awaiting fares 
can be identified by ordinance in Section 114.16, informing taxicab drivers and the 
general public of the areas in which taxicabs can park or stand, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the downtown business owners were asked for comments on the 
places where taxicabs should be allowed to park or stand in between fares, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the issue and recommended that 
the area designated for taxicabs to park or stand should be bounded by State Street, 
Warren Avenue, Elm Street and Pine Street, without using parking spaces on the streets 
between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Section 114.16 is amended to read as follows. 
 

§ 114.16 CRUISING PROHIBITED; TAXICAB STANDS. 
 
No taxicab driver shall cruise in search of passengers at any time, and 
whenever a taxicab is not engaged by a customer, the driver shall proceed 
at once by the most direct route to the garage where the taxicab is housed 
or the taxicab stand customarily occupied by the taxicab. The area 
designated for taxicabs to park or stand to await fares shall be the area 
bounded by State Street, Warren Avenue, Elm Street and Pine Street.  
Taxicabs shall not utilize an on street parking space as a taxicab stand on 
Michigan Avenue, Maple Street, and Elm Street between 8:00 am and 6:00 
pm.  Taxicabs can park or stand on private business property to await fares 
with the permission of the property owner. 
 

Section 2.  Section 114.19 is amended to read as follows. 
 

§ 114.19 RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
(A) The Director of Public Safety is hereby empowered, subject to approval 
by the City Commission, to make such rules and regulations regarding the 
dress and conduct of drivers, the maintenance and marking of taxicabs, the 
location and maintenance of taxicab stands, as may be necessary in the 
interest of providing safe and orderly service to passengers, and no person 
shall fail to comply with any such rule or regulation. The Director of Public 
Safety may require periodic reports to be submitted by drivers in order to 
assist in the enforcement of such rules and regulations or the provisions of 
this chapter.  
(B) The Director of Public Safety may from time to time designate portions 
of the streets of the City to be used as taxicab stands, in addition to those 
areas designated by ordinance.  
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Section 3.  This ordinance shall become effective 20 days after publication. 
Section 4.  The Clerk shall publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  June 2, 2014   
Published:  June 9, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-64 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Rex Schuberg appointed to a full term ending August 2018.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 2, 2014   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner James expressed concern regarding the parking of vehicles at the 
downtown crosswalk bump-out.  She also expressed concern that the downtown planters 
with the bushes/trees interfere with the site of traffic.   The Public Works Director will look 
at the matter.  
 
Commissioner Hogenson stated it seems like the last couple of years the turf on the right-
of-ways is being damaged, perhaps by materials put on the streets during the winter 
months.  In many of the areas, the grass is gone and it looks like dirt. 
 
Mayor Warba stated June 14th is the groundbreaking for the Veterans Memorial at Holland 
Park beginning at 11:00 a.m.   The format of the officials’ performance report will be a 
topic on the June 30th retreat. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
June 16, 2014 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were eight persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of June 2, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
PARK AND RECREATION AND LIBRARY BOARD BILLS  
 
City Treasurer Jon Locke presented and explained a written third quarter Park/Recreation 
and Library bill report.   In addition: 

• Commissioner James requested that at one of the August meetings information be 
presented as to how many donations were received for the library and the 
swimming pool through income tax filings. 

• Mayor Warba questioned the costs for DPW services and City Manager Steve 
Sobers explained how the DPW costs, personnel and equipment, are allocated to 
every fund within the City.  Contracting services out, such a lawn mowing, would 
result in less employees, causing a shortage of employees for winter snow 
plowing. 

 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - none 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
a.  Report on Storm Damage Emergency Purchase  
 
Public Works Director Mark Gifford presented a written summary of the wind storm 
damage emergency purchases, which involves the City Water Plant and Parks.  
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b. Airport Update – Mike Lafferty 
 
Mike Lafferty, Airport Manager, presented information on the Air Fest 2014 event which 
will be June 28th.  There is a lot of interest from various flyers and weather permitting, he 
anticipates a great event. He also presented a summary of the Roben Hood activities for 
2013/2014.   He explained why fuel sales were down this year – the Aeromed helicopter 
was stationed in Grand Rapids for a while and one of the major fuel purchasers had a 
disabled plane for a period of time.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Rose Mary Jennings, 606 Bjornson St., expressed appreciation for the following: 

• Service by a Police Officer with a situation within the Mobile Home Park. 
• Pat Horan, the Community Pool Director. 
• The hanging baskets in the downtown area.  She would still like to see 

baskets on the Maple Street Bridge. 
 
Darcy Salinas, DBA Director offered the following: 

• The first Friday night ‘Downtown Car Cruise In’ resulted in 35 cars and a 
lot of pedestrian activity.  

• There was a tour of downtown for the Ferris State University orientation 
leaders. 

• The crosswalk sign at the pedestrian crossing was stolen.  They do have a 
replacement, but they are debating if they want to permanently anchor it in 
or assign someone to put it out and take it in on the farmer market days. 

• She asked for participation from individuals that if it is a windy day and the 
table umbrellas are up, to please take the time to lower the umbrellas. 

• The hanging baskets are considered to be very positive. 
• The DBA had a meeting on downtown business recruitment and retention 

to work on the store front vacancies.   
• July 10 – 12 will be sidewalk sales downtown. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  – none  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-65 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AWARD OF BID FOR  

BIOSOLIDS REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL 
 

 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for Wastewater Treatment Plant Sludge 
Hauling services, whereby three bids were received, and 

 
 WHEREAS, staff is recommending that the bid of Biotech Agronomics Inc., 

Beulah MI be accepted as follows: 
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Cents per Gallon 
07-01-14 to 06-30-15 

 

Cents per Gallon 
07-01-15 to 06-30-16 

 

Cents per Gallon 
07-01-16 to 06-30-17 

 
$0.0358 $0.0365 $0.0374 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Biotech Agronomics Inc., 

be accepted for Wastewater Treatment Plant Sludge Hauling, as outlined above for Fiscal 
Years 2014/15, 2015/16, and 2016/17. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor sign the contract with Biotech 

Agronomics Inc. and the cost be expensed to Account No. 590-560-801.000. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 16, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-66 
 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE POLICY FOR 
INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL TO BE INCLUDED WITH 

THE CITY UTILITY BILL MAILING 
 
 WHEREAS, the City offers the opportunity for community organizations to include 
printed informational materials in the City’s utility bill, which is a service to them by 
distributing the information to City utility users and saving them the cost of postage, and 
 
 WHEREAS, with the number of such requests increasing, it is necessary that 
guidelines be established to insure that City information has priority. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby adopts 
the attached ‘Policy for Informational Material to be Included with the Utility Bill Mailing’. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 16, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-67  

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015  

COMPENSATION PLAN FOR NON-BARGAINING EMPLOYEES 
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 WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2014/2015 full-time non-bargaining compensation 
plan establishes a 1% COLA for full-time employees, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the compensation scales for the long-term part-time employee 
positions shall be adjusted by a 1% increase for Fiscal Year 2014/2015. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 1% compensation adjustment 
for full-time non-bargaining and long-term part-time employees shall take effect as of July 
1, 2014. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 16, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-68  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXTENSION  
 OF AUDITING FIRM SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission approved per Resolution No. 13-60, dated May 

20, 2013, City auditing services, and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a provision to renew the agreement for up to five additional 

years, for a total of six years, subject to annual review by the City Treasurer and 
acceptance by the City Commission, and   
 

WHEREAS, the City Treasurer is pleased with the performance of Gabridge & 
Company and wishes to renew the contract. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorize the 

renewal of the auditing contract with Gabridge & Company to audit Fiscal Year 2013/14.  
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 16, 2014   

 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-69 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2013/2014 GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 

ACT FOR HOLLAND PARK VETERAN’S MEMORIAL AND  
USDA INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM  
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WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2013/2014 General Appropriations 
on June 3, 2013   per Resolution No. 13-62, and 

 
WHEREAS, each year adjustments are made to revenue and expenditure 

accounts. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the attached budget amendments for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 for Holland 
Park Veterans Memorial and USDA Intermediary Relending Program.   
                             
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2013/2014 City of Big Rapids Budget as attached. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 16, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-70 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION REVISING DEBT MILLAGE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 BUDGET 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission adopted the General Appropriations Act for 
Fiscal Year 2014/2015 at their June 2, 2014 City Commission meeting, which included 
the debt millage for the Public Safety Building, and  
 
 WHEREAS,  the Michigan Department of Treasury (MDT) issued a directive that 
requires taxing units with unlimited or limited debt issuances prior to 2013 to follow a 
prescribed formula in calculating debt millage rates, which effects the public safety 
building debt obligation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the MDT directive formula was followed, which changes the millage 
from 2.3859 to 2.3300 and requires the following budget adjustment to the FY 2014/2015 
budget: 
 
  
Account Number Account 

Description 
Current 
Budget 

Change Amended 
Budget 

302-000-
402.000 

Property Tax – 
Current Allocated $383,800 -$9,000 $374,800 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the amended millage and budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2014/2015 
for the public safety building debt millage. 
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          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2014/2015 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 16, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-71 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following:  
 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PROPOSAL 1 ON THE 
AUGUST 5, 2014 BALLOT 

 
WHEREAS, local governments in Michigan have struggled with funding needed to 

provide services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Michigan businesses have struggled with an uncompetitive tax on 
business; and 
 

WHEREAS, small businesses and manufacturers power our economy and are the 
largest contributor to job growth in Michigan; and  
 

WHEREAS, no other state in our region taxes business equipment the way 
Michigan does – and most of those states don’t tax it at all, which makes Michigan 
significantly less competitive when it comes to job creation and business investment; and  
 

WHEREAS, Michigan communities have struggled for years to pay for essential 
services like police, fire, ambulances, schools and jails; and 
 

WHEREAS, Michigan communities have relied on Personal Property Tax revenue 
to provide other community services as well, including roads, transportation and libraries; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, with bipartisan support the Michigan Legislature has voted to reform 
the antiquated personal property tax to help increase Michigan’s competitiveness with 
other states and remove an onerous tax while replacing the repealed personal property 
tax income with other sources of State revenue that will allow more business investment 
and create more jobs while providing a stable revenue source for local communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, this is not a constitutional amendment but the state constitution 
requires Michigan voters to approve certain changes in local taxes; and 
 

WHEREAS, the impact to Big Rapids for a loss of personal property tax exceeds 
$500,000 per year; and  
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WHEREAS, Proposal 1 on the August 5, 2014 ballot, will make Michigan more 
competitive, which will help local communities to attract more businesses and talent and 
create local jobs; and 
 

WHEREAS, Proposal 1 is supported by the Michigan Municipal League, the 
Michigan Townships Association, Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police, Michigan 
Association of Police Organizations, Michigan Community College Association, Michigan 
Farm Bureau, the Small Business Association of Michigan, Michigan Sheriffs Association, 
Michigan Chamber of Commerce, National Association of Independent Businesses and 
the Michigan Manufacturers Association, among others.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Big Rapids hereby expresses 
its strong support for Proposal 1 to eliminate Personal Property tax without increasing 
other State or local taxes and strengthen our communities. We urge our residents to vote 
YES on Proposal 1 on the August 5, 2014, ballot. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  June 16, 2014  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers provided a summary of tonnage of trash, recycle and yard waste being picked 
up by the City’s waste hauler.   
 
Commissioner Anderson stated that the Library fundraiser chicken BBQ is on June 28 at 
the Sawmill.  
 
Mr. Sobers stated that the Artworks gas pumping event earned probably over $2,500 in 
all.   
 
Commissioner Hogenson expressed appreciation for the joint resolution by Mayor Warba 
and Reed City Mayor Bonnie Danzelsen for retiring Hospital Director Sam Daugherty.   
He also commented Darcy Salinas as an asset as the Downtown Development Director.  
 
Mayor Warba summarized the following: 

• A report from MCEDC estimates over $94,000,000 in development in the County, 
the majority within the City, which includes the University. 

• The Veterans Memorial groundbreaking was on Saturday. 
• June 30th retreat items include (1) officials performance evaluations and (2) 

Planning Commission review of electronic signage and RV parking.  
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 

7 
 



City Commission 
July 7, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were 10 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – An action item was added for resolution accepting 
Contract No. 2014-0767 with the Michigan Department of Transportation for continued 
operation and maintenance of a weather observation and data dissemination system for 
Roben Hood airport as 10f. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of 
June 16, 2014 be accepted.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – Mayor Warba presented the Proclamation for Park 
and Recreation Month to Connie Larsen.  
 

Designation of July as Park and Recreation Month 
 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs are an integral part of communities throughout 
this country, including the City of Big Rapids; and 
 

WHEREAS, our parks and recreation are vitally important to establishing and maintaining 
the quality of life in our communities, ensuring the health of all citizens, and contributing to the 
economic and environmental well-being of a community and region; and 
 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs build healthy, active communities that aid in 
the prevention of chronic disease, provide therapeutic recreation services for those who are 
mentally or physically disabled, and also improve the mental and emotional health of all citizens; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs increase a community’s economic prosperity 
through increased property values, expansion of the local tax base, increased tourism, the 
attraction and retention of businesses, and crime reduction; and  
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WHEREAS, parks and recreation areas are fundamental to the environmental well-being 
of our community; and  
 

WHEREAS, parks and natural recreation areas improve water quality, protect 
groundwater, prevent flooding, improve the quality of the air we breathe, provide vegetative 
buffers to development, and produce habitat for wildlife; and  
 

WHEREAS, our parks and natural recreation areas ensure the ecological beauty of our 
community and provide a place for children and adults to connect with nature and recreate 
outdoors; and  
 

WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives has designated July as Parks and 
Recreation Month; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids recognizes the benefits derived from parks and 
recreation resources. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the City of Big Rapids that July is recognized 
as Park and Recreation Month in the City of Big Rapids. 

 
Proclaimed this 7th day of July, 2014 

_____________________ 
Mayor Mark  J. Warba 

 
STUDY SESSION 
 
a.  Electronic Signs – Mark Sweppenheiser spoke on the electronic signs that are around 

town.  The sign ordinance was last updated in 2005.  Neighborhood Services has 
recently received a few complaints regarding the types of electric signs that are being 
used.  The City does not prohibit electric signs, but the City does potentially prohibit 
some of the things that people can program the signs to do.   

 
The City’s Zoning Ordinance under Prohibited Signs Section 6.7:2, states that no 
person shall display, erect, use or maintain a sign for which a permit is required and 
has not been issued or a blinking, flashing, intermittent, rotating, revolving or signs 
with movable parts or signs which give the illusion of movement by means of 
illuminations or otherwise except barber poles less than eight (8) feet in height are 
allowed.      
 
Mr. Sweppenheiser and Mr. Eric Williams, City Attorney, drove around the City to 
observe the signs.  Mr. Williams believes that some of the signs did not conform to the 
zoning ordinance and that they were out of compliance.  Mr. Sweppenheiser also 
talked to Mark Gifford who was the Director of Neighborhood Services at the time the 
zoning ordinance was updated.  Mr. Gifford had a different opinion than Mr. Williams.  
The question becomes “What is the purpose of this illusion of movement by means of 
illuminations? 
 
Mr. Sweppenheiser believes that it is time to refer this matter to the Planning 
Commission for further review.  There are other communities that have more of a 
restrictive sign ordinance that the City may want to review and adopt.   
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Mr. Gifford stated that there was a lot of conversation back in 2005 regarding these 
types of signs and what they can do and how the City could regulate them.  The intent 
of the language in Section 6.7:2 was put there to make it so that the physical part of 
the sign didn’t move or have an illusion of movement.  The consensus back in 2005 
was to allow these types of signs.  
 
Some of the complaints were that some of the signs had more animation than others.  
Others thought that the illusion of movement meant that nothing could scroll or roll 
across the screen.   
 
Permits are required for a sign and all of the currents signs were given a sign permit.  
The reason that some of the signs are nonconforming is because of the message that 
is being programed on the sign.  Even with a sign permit, a sign that is blinking rapidly 
would be considered nonconforming because of the way it is programed.  The 
business owner controls what is programed on the signs.  
 
Mr. Sweppenheiser would like to refer this to the Planning Commission and get public 
input on what the public would like to see. 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that in some communities electric signs are prohibited.  Businesses 
are allowed to have them lighted from the inside or to be lit up from the outside, but 
not electric.  
 
Commissioner James believes that most of the electric signs are above eye level.  She 
commented that the businesses have spent a lot of money for these signs and rely on 
them for advertising their business and specials. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson stated that people are being issued permits which 
automatically entitles them to violate the regulation.  He believes that if there is a good 
reason to look at enforcement than the sign ordinance needs to be looked at again.    
 
Commissioner Anderson believes that this is a safety issue.  Some of the signs move 
very rapidly and can distract drivers when coming upon an intersection. She realizes 
that a lot of money is invested in these signs, but the City needs to look at the speed 
and the quickness of the messages and to try and slow them down.   
 
Commissioner Rothstein also believes that these signs can become quite hazardous 
if someone does not know the area.  How do you regulate the signs after a permit has 
been issued?  Maybe regulating how much can be put on the sign would work.   There 
are some safety issues, but Commissioner Rothstein believes that there are ways to 
control these issues.       
 
Mayor Warba commented that the problem seems to be the language in the zoning 
ordinance.  Mayor Warba directed Mr. Sweppenheiser to refer the zoning ordinance 
in regards to signs to the Planning Commission and for the Planning Commission to 
report back to the City Commission with their recommendations.   
 
b.  State Ballot Proposal – Eric D. Williams spoke on the upcoming State proposal 14-
1 that will be voted on August 5, 2014.  The City Commission passed a resolution in 
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support of this State proposal on June 16, 2014.  This proposal is intended to replace 
the Personal Property Tax revenue to municipalities.  The proposal language does not 
say that, which is why Mr. Williams wanted this topic on tonight’s study session so that 
the public is aware that this proposal will need to have a yes vote to be approved. 
 
Municipalities lost a significant amount of revenue when the Personal Property Tax 
was repealed. The City of Big Rapids lost a half a million dollars.  This proposal, if 
passed, would set aside funding to go back to municipalities.  The proposal refers to 
a Local Community Stabilization Authority and Mr. Williams is trying to find out who 
that would be.  He believes that it would be an agency, on the State level, that would 
collect the funds and redistribute to the municipalities according to a formula in regards 
to the municipalities lost revenue.   
 
Commissioner Rothstein suggested working with the local media, radio and 
newspaper with an explanation of what Proposal 14-1 means.  Because if this 
proposal does not pass and the City loses a half a million dollars, there will be serious 
consequences on the City and the community.    
 
The Mayor asked how the City would plug the $500,000 dollar hole in the budget if 
this proposal does not pass.  Staff and the Commission needs to focus their energy 
on this issue.   
 
c.  Community Garden Update – Tom Hogenson gave an update on the local 
Community Garden that was established in 2013 by a group of community members 
and with a grant from the Michigan Department of Community Health through District 
Health Department #10.  The hope for this year is to expand the garden and obtain 
new members, gardeners and volunteers.  The garden has already doubled in size 
from last year. 
 
The dirt that goes into the boxes is the compost from the City, which is very good dirt.  
The City drops piles of dirt at the location and the gardeners move it to their boxes. 
 
The garden is located on Bjornson under the City water tower.  There are boxes still 
available for rent starting at $10.00 for a 4X4 garden plot.  There is access to a tool 
shed and water on the garden site.  The committee is now looking at obtaining a 
manager who will oversee the day to day operations of the site.       

 
PUBLIC COMMENT - none 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  – none  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-72 

 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR 
THREE REFRIGERATED COMPOSITE SAMPLERS 
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 WHEREAS, the City is required to use three Refrigerated Composite Sampler 
machines to collect continuous process samples per our EPA/DEQ permit, and 
 
 WHEREAS, two of the three current samplers are 15 plus years old and have 
exceeded their life-expectancy and the other one needs some maintenance and repair, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is absolutely critical that all three samplers remain in-service and 
running 365 days per year, and 
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited for three refrigerated composite samplers, 
whereby two bids were received with staff recommending that the bid of Hamlett 
Engineering Sales Co., DBA HESCO be accepted in the amount of $18,115.02.   

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Hamlett Engineering Sales Co., DBA HESCO in the amount of $18,115.02 for three 
refrigerated composite samplers.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from account number 
598-560-977.006 (samplers). 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves a budget 
adjustment to carry forward the amount of $18,200 from Account No. 598-560-977.006 
in the Fiscal Year 2013/14 budget to the 2014/15 Fiscal Year budget.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 7, 2014  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-73 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE 
CONSENT JUDGMENT IN CASE NO. 14-22232-CH, AND 

THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH  
WOLVERINE WORLD WIDE 

 
 WHEREAS, the City filed a quiet title case in the 49th Circuit Court to confirm 
ownership of the Baldwin Street Right of Way before conducting major infrastructure 
improvements within the Baldwin Street Right of Way, which include the reconstruction 
of the Baldwin Street Bridge over the Muskegon River, the demolition of the Hanchett 
Manufacturing structure, and the installation of a storm drain, and  
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 WHEREAS, all of the owners of land adjacent to the Baldwin Street Right of Way 
have signed the consent judgment, except Wolverine World Wide, which is expected to 
sign, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a settlement agreement has been prepared for the City and Wolverine 
World Wide, which must be approved and authorized by the City Commission to be 
effective. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the consent judgment in 49th Circuit 
Court Case No. 14-22232-CH (copy attached) is hereby approved, and the City Attorney 
is authorized to sign it on behalf of the City, and the settlement agreement between the 
City and Wolverine World Wide (copy attached) is approved and the Mayor is authorized 
to sign it on behalf of the City. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 7, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-74 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS TO APPLY FOR 
LADDERS OF OPPORTUNITY INITIATIVE FUNDS FROM THE FTA 

DISCRETIONARY FUNDING UNDER SECTION 5309 AND GIVE ASSURANCE  
OF THE 20 PERCENT LOCAL PROJECT MATCH - DART 

 
WHEREAS, the City has identified a potential funding source for transportation 

projects, which is administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation under the 
Ladders of Opportunity Initiative Program Funds, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has identified the renovations to the present Dial-A-Ride 

building as qualifying projects, and   
 

WHEREAS, the funds available through the grant is $240,000 and requires a 20% 
local match.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of 
Big Rapids authorizes the submission of the project application to MDOT for 
improvements to the City’s DART facility. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 7, 2014   
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ORDINANCE NO. 676-07-14 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the 

adoption of the following Ordinance. 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CODE 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER TO ISSUE MUNICIPAL CIVIL 
INFRACTION CITATIONS, AND UPDATING THE CITY 

CODE TO REFLECT ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE 

 
 WHEREAS, the City code Enforcement Officer should be authorized to write 
municipal civil infraction tickets for several types of code violations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, some references to BOCA in the City Code should be updated to 
reference the International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC), and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Code should reflect the formal adoption of the 2012 
International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC),  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Title 1, Chapter 10, Sections 10.97(C)(1)(a) and (b), are amended by replacing 
references to the BOCA Basic Property Maintenance Code with the International Property 
Maintenance Code (IPMC) and those sections now shall read as follows: 
 

(C)  Authorized City Officials. 
 
 (1)  Building Inspector.  The Building Inspector is designated as the 
authorized City official to issue municipal civil infraction citations for alleged 
violations of: 
 
  (a) The state construction code, International Property 
Maintenance Code, or any other code adopted by the City regulating the 
construction of buildings in the City. 
 
  (b) The International Property Maintenance Code or any other 
code adopted by the City regulating the minimum acceptable standards for 
the maintenance of existing buildings and structures. 
 

Section 2.  Title 1, Chapter 10, Section 10.97(C)(2) is amended to read as follows: 
 

(2) Zoning Administrator and Code Enforcement Officer.  The Zoning 
Administrator is designated as the authorized City official to issue municipal 
civil infractions for alleged violations of the City zoning ordinance.  The 
Zoning Administrator and Code Enforcement Officer are designated as the 
authorized City officials to issue municipal civil infraction citations for the 
alleged violations of: 
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  (a) City subdivision ordinance regulations, Title XV, Chapter 153. 
 
  (b) Nuisance, litter, blight and junk regulations specified in Title IX, 
Chapter 90, being §90.15, §90.17, §90.18, §90.19, §90.35, §90.36, §90.37, 
and §90.38. 
 
  (c)  The International Property Maintenance Code or any other code 
adopted by the City regulating the minimum acceptable standards for the 
maintenance of existing buildings and structures. 
 
 (d) Garbage, rubbish, trash, and yard waste regulations in Title V, 
Chapter 50. 
 
 (e) Parking in front yard area not improved or designated for parking 
of motor vehicles. 

 
Section 3.  Title 7, Chapter 71, Section 71.06(B) is amended to read as follows: 
 

(B) The Building Inspector, Zoning Administrator, and Code Enforcement 
Officer of the Department of Neighborhood Services staff shall be 
authorized to issue tickets for the following violations: 
 
 (1)  Parking prohibited on front yard not designated and approved for 
parking; 
 (2)  Parking on lawns extension; and 
 (3)  Parking on an area without an approved curb cut. 

 
Section 4.  Title 9, Chapter 90, Section 90.70(E) is amended to authorize the Code 
Enforcement Officer to issue civil infraction tickets for violations of the unlawful storage of 
disabled or inoperable motor vehicles and shall read as follows: 
 

(E)  The Zoning Administrator, Code Enforcement Officer, Property 
Maintenance Inspectors and Service Officers within the City of Big Rapids 
Department of Public Safety are authorized to investigate and issue 
appearance tickets for a violation of this section, which shall be a municipal 
civil infraction punishable as provided in §10.97. 
 

Section 5.  Title XV, Chapter 151, Section 151.01 is amended to read as follows: 
 

 The City adopted the 2012 International Property Maintenance Code 
(IPMC) on August 5, 2013, a copy of which can be reviewed and obtained 
through the City Clerk. 
 

Section 6.  This ordinance shall be effective upon publication. 
 
Section 7.  The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  July 7, 2014  
Published: July 11, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-75 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
INCOME TAX BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Patrick McNabb re-appointed to a full term ending March 2016 
 
PARK AND RECREATION 
 
Mark Brejcha appointed to an unexpired term ending May 2017     
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 7, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-76 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CONTRACT NO. 2014-0767 WITH THE MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR CONTINUED OPERATION AND 

MAINTENANCE OF A WEATHER OBSERVATION AND DATA  
DISSEMINATION SYSTEM FOR ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT   

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) oversees the 

operational and maintenance of Automated Weather Observation Systems (AWOS) for 
all airports, and 

 
WHEREAS, in the past, MDOT flat billed airports, MDOT has since decided to 

convert to actual cost with a contract instead of a billing, and 
 
WHEREAS, the costs have ranged from approximately $1,700 to $2,500 per year 

with the City and the State sharing 50 percent of the actual cost. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission authorizes the 

maintenance contract No. 2014-0767 with the Michigan Department of Transportation 
and authorize the Mayor to sign said contract.    

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba           
Nays:  None         
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 7, 2014  
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

• The AirFest at the Roben Hood Airport was well attended and the weather was 
great. 

 
• Staff was low in attendance for tonight’s meeting because of family medical issues. 

 
• Steve Sobers stated that there was a meeting with John Schmidt who is the lead 

on the Depot renovation.  The meeting went very well.  Another meeting will be 
scheduled in the near future that will take place in Lansing.   

 
• Commissioner Hogenson reported on the mass of fireworks that were shot off in 

his neighborhood over the past weekend. With the State legalizing fireworks last 
year, people are able to buy large mortars, which the sound is very overwhelming 
in a small neighborhood.  They were shot off into all hours of the night.  For people 
to be able to shoot flaming projectiles onto people’s roofs is ridiculous.  

 
• Commissioner James had questions regarding the changing of the lane markings 

on State Street by the North Admiral Gas Station.  She asked if the businesses on 
the left hand side going South on State Street going off of Baldwin were notified of 
the changes.  The question was also asked as to how to turn into those businesses 
when there is no left turn lane.  Those are questions for Andrea Nerbonne, Director 
of Public Safety. 

 
• Commissioner James stated that she had a complaint from a resident regarding 

the profanity that was used while tubers were floating down the Muskegon River.  
She is not sure how the City would police that sort of issue.   

 
• Commissioner Rothstein stated that he will make a comment to them from his 

house on the river and the tubers quiet right down.  The tubers do not realize that 
their voice travels on the river and that others can hear them.  He has discovered 
that the bulk of the vulgarity comes from the tweens and a little older, not the 
college students.    

 
• Mayor Warba stated that in the last couple of weeks the City had a number of great 

events, which people could participate in.  These event included the Ice Cream 
Social at the hospital, AirFest at the airport, community Library re-opening, and the 
Library BBQ fundraiser.     
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• Commissioner James commented about how Michigan is “Pure” compared to what 

she seen on her trip to New Orleans and back.  It’s an eye opener to see so many 
boarded up and run down houses, and the Louisiana swamp.  She also saw many 
“Pure Michigan” signs on her trip. 

 
• Mayor Warba stated that the City Charter requires the Mayor to give a State of the 

City Address.  The Rotary would be willing to entertain that State of the City 
Address at their July 21 meeting, which would be held at Falcon Head.  Falcon 
Head is out of the City limits.  It was the general consensus that the State of the 
City Address should be done within the City limits.  The Rotary meeting could be 
changed to Public Safety to keep it in the City limits if needed.     

 
• Steve Sobers commented that the Rotary Club held an Education Day which Mr. 

David Eisler spoke at and the Rotary Club paid to have it rebroadcast and be 
available online.  The State of the City Address could also be rebroadcast and 
made available online.  The thought is to have the address given to more people 
than just a few.     

 
• Rose Mary Jennings commented that on July 17, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. there will be 

cake and ice cream at the community pool.                                  
 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Tamyra K. Gillis, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
July 21, 2014 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were 24 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of July 7, 2014 be accepted with corrections of typographical errors. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
MAYOR WARBA STATE OF CITY REPORT 
 
Mayor Mark Warba presented his State of the City report advising the public of significant 
issues facing the City and those that might be achieved within the next year.  He 
highlighted the following: 
 

• Changes are occurring within the City - but there are no significant issues that 
include things that in dispute, undecided or controversial.  He extended credit to 
the City Commissioners, staff and the employees of the City that there are no 
significant issues. 

• The City faces significant challenges, which occurs when there is change.  The 
goal is to meet those challenges in responsible, reasonable ways.  Examples 
include: 
 Hanchett Manufacturing has been turned over to the City and the owners 

have relocated.  The building will be demolished and interest has been 
expressed to redevelop that site. 

 The Baldwin Street Bridge project is moving forward with the assistance of 
the ED and MDOT.  Through the efforts of the City Attorney, the street right-
of-way location has been resolved.   

 The City continues to communicate and cooperate with its industries, 
including ongoing discussion with Simonds International about their future. 

 The depot is getting deserved attention with representatives of the 
University CVD and County Development Corporation for participating and 
sharing ideas.   On August 15th, DNR and other State officials are going to 
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tour the depot.  When the project proceeds, it will be a positive development 
for the east side of the City.   

 
He is confident that the City will meet the challenges, especially when he considers other 
challenges that were achieved:  The Isabella State Bank branch office on the east side, 
the new Home Town Pharmacy, construction continues at Panera Bread.  We can take 
pride in what has been done, but cannot be content to stop or become stagnate by 
accepting the status quo.  Urban communicates which can prepare for and embrace off 
ages, will be communities that survive.  We need to work closely with the DBA and DDA 
to recruit new businesses downtown.  The partnerships with the University and 
surrounding townships need to be supported or strengthened.  The Housing Commission 
is in the process of acquiring land for development, geared towards retirement and young 
professional housing. 
 
There is a lot the City can be proud of.  As changes take place, there will be more 
challenges in the future.  It is the elected officials, municipal employees and citizens to 
meet the challenges and make Big Rapids an even better place. 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – Sergeant Jeff Hauger introduced the new employees 
within the Public Safety Department.  The City Clerk administered the Oaths of Office to 
Police Officers Ryan Myers and Joshua Theisen. 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
Maple Street & Mitchell Creek Park Improvements Bid Update 
 
The City Commission received a spreadsheet on the revised bid prices for the DIG 
project.  The bids came in 25 to 30% over the estimates.  The State concurred that most 
of the bids coming in for this type of project this year are high so there is some 
understanding on the State level.  City staff and the engineers are looking at ways to 
revise the amounts to get the project cost within the dollars that are available for use.  
Staff is talking with the State to determine whether or not what has been cut still meets 
the point’s criteria for which they would award the grant.   
 
Certain items in the project received more points, which qualified the City for the funding.  
The items that have significant point’s values are the tree filter basins and electric 
charging system. The transient bus stop was eliminated, but there is a question if the 
State will allow that to be cut. 
 
Todd Richter of Fleis & VandenBrink Engineering stated his firm is working with the low 
contractor.  He outlined some of the other revisions in the project. 
 The banner poles were reduced in number.   
 The estimate for the site lights was higher than anticipated, so some of the lights 

that are currently in place will be used.  
 The elimination of some lights allowed for a significant reduction in the electrical 

distribution cost. 
 The tree receptacles were pulled from the project.  There will not be outlet boxes. 
 The quantity of tree removal and transplant was reduced.   
 The number of planter pots were reduced. 
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 The bike repair station has been eliminated. 
 
J. Ranck, the low bidder, has been contacted and aware of the project status.  Staff is still 
waiting to hear from the MEDC on what some of the project options may be and how the 
City may be meeting the point criteria. 
 
Commissioner James questioned why the transit stop was being deleted since she 
believed the Housing Commission was contributing to that.  Mr. Sobers stated that the 
Housing Commission was contributing to the project as a whole. 
 
Mayor Warba inquired why the bids came in so high above the grant amount.  Mr. Richter 
stated that the bid amounts were over almost every estimates.  The low contractor and 
the next contractor stated that it is a busy time of year for them and they really don’t have 
a need for the work at this time.  There is also a unit increase in materials costs; several 
of the materials have an increased price. 
 
Mr. Sobers anticipates that the City Commission will see some legislation before them at 
the next meeting pertaining to this project. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-77 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID TO 
REFURBISH TWO (2) DUMP TRUCKS – 

UNITS 101/102 
 

 WHEREAS, the City maintains a fleet of Public Works vehicles and equipment to 
meet the needs of various City departments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the two dump trucks, units 101 and 102 are currently used to deliver 
salt/sand and liquid mixtures to icy roads, whereby the mixtures are known to cause 
premature damage to the vehicle’s frame and components, and   
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited for the refurbishing of two dump trucks, and 
 
 WHEREAS, one bid was received from Valley Truck Parts, Inc., Grand Rapids MI, 
in the amount of $11,021.00 each for a total of $22,042.00. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Valley Truck Parts, Inc. in the amount of $22,042.00 for the refurbishing of two dump 
trucks. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost be expensed to Account Number 661-
444-977.055 – Trucks 101/102 Maintenance. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 21, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-78 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID TO 
REFURBISH (1) DUMP TRUCK – 

UNIT 104 
 

 WHEREAS, the City maintains a fleet of Public Works vehicles and equipment to 
meet the needs of various City departments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works is constantly looking at making 
improvements on their fleet and equipment in a creative and economical way, and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff has the opportunity to extend the life of their worn equipment by 
restoring some of the older vehicles to their original state, and    
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited for the refurbishing of one dump truck, unit 104 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, one bid was received from Valley Truck Parts, Inc., Grand Rapids MI, 
in the amount of $61,683.50. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Valley Truck Parts, Inc. in the amount of $61,683.50 for the refurbishing of one dump 
truck. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost be expensed to Account Number 661-
444-967.026 – Rebuild Dump Truck. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 21, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-79 

 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS- 2013/2014 CARRY FORWARDS  
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WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids adopted FY 2014/2015 General Appropriations 
on June 2, 2014 per Resolution No. 14-62, and 

 
WHEREAS, there are a number of items from fiscal year 2013-2014 that need to 

be carried forward into this fiscal year 2014/2015. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby approves the attached budget adjustments to carry forward to the 2014/2015 
budget.                          
                              
          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to amend the 
FY 2014/2015 City of Big Rapids Budget accordingly. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  July 21, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-80 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Jeff Mossel re-appointed to a full term ending August 2018 
  
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS   
 
Paul Long appointed to a full term ending May 2017  
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None         
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  July 21, 2014     
 
The City Commission took a five-minute break. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Mayor opened the public hearing on the Proposed Improvements to the Big Rapids 
Wastewater Treatment Plant at 7:30 p.m.  
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Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering representatives Bob Wilcox and Elaine Venema 
presented the public hearing information in detail.   
 
Mr. Wilcox stated the purpose of the public hearing. In 2011, the City completed a 
Wastewater Master Plan, which resulted in a detailed review of the different components 
of the wastewater treatment plant and the lift stations.  This plan resulted in a list of 
priorities to update and improve the plant.  The City then received an S-2 grant to cover 
90% of the planning costs to develop a project plan to get those higher priority items to 
the next step.  The information to be presented is the project plan for the SRF (State 
Revolving Fund).   Because the City received S-2 grant funds, the State requires a public 
hearing. 
 
The outline of the presentation consisted of the following:   
 

• Purpose of the presentation. 
• Project background. 
• Need for Wastewater System Improvements – consisting of the headworks – 

HVAC system, influent screening process, Waterloo life station and North State 
Street lift station. 

• Analysis of alternatives - consisting of descriptions of the various alternative ways 
to address the improvements with a dollar amount breakdown. 

• Environmental Review Process. 
• Project Financing. 
• Anticipated Project Schedule – The WWTP Headworks Screening Improvements 

is anticipated for September – December, 2014.  The Headworks HVAC 
replacement and the two lift stations is anticipated for June – August 2015 
construction.  

 
There were no further comments and the Mayor declared the public hearing closed at 
8:10 p.m. 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers outlined economic project discussions occurring, consisting of: 

• Development of Hanchett site, which will result in the writing of a Brownfield Plan. 
• Simonds would include a Brownfield Plan. 
• Carmike Theater. 

Each of the projects could run in the $40,000 - $60,000 range to write all of the economic 
guidance tools that would be needed.  These services would be bid, but in the end would 
not be direct cost to the City.  However, the City will need to move forward on the reports 
so that developers can make decisions.   
 
Commissioners Anderson, Rothstein and Hogenson expressed concerns regarding the 
fireworks occurring in town.  The noise and the chance of fire is of concern.  Mayor Warba 
stated that State Law was developed defining fireworks use.  Mr. Williams will review if 
there is anything the City can do locally to encourage a change in the current fireworks 
law.   
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Commissioner James stated she was asked if there is any way to not have the trash 
haulers pick up so early in the downtown area.  Many stores are not open early to get 
their trash out if they do not have a dumpster. 
 
Mayor Warba acknowledged the Pool Report.  Pat Horan, Pool Director, stated the Pool 
Party had a wonderful turnout.  Pool repairs underway are the repair of fascia and soffit 
on the building, eliminating future painting as a result of a donation by Richard and Rose 
Mary Jennings.  EMS will be instructing about 12 employees in CPR.  There is a Water 
Safety Instructor class for 6 employees.  The numbers are up at the pool.  There are 
about 150 – 200 signed up for lessons.   
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
August 4, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.  
 
There were eight persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of July 21, 2014 be accepted with corrections.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
Creek’s Edge Waterline  
 
City Manager Steve Sobers presented the request of Alan Johns, owner of Creek’s Edge 
Apartments in Big Rapids Township, for consideration of the extension of City water 
services.   The existing housing complex is located south of Gilbert Road and consists of 
80 student housing units.  This property is adjacent to McDonalds Automotive and the 
Pain Clinic.    Mr. Johns also owns 26 vacant acres on the north side of Gilbert Road, 
behind the shopping plaza.  He wishes to develop the vacant property adding 150+ 
housing units.  
 
Mr. Sobers explained the location of the existing water main serving the plaza property.  
He outlined the alternative layouts of how the new water main could be laid to service the 
property.  If service was also provided to the auto dealership and the pain clinic, it would 
add additional footage.  The estimated cost to lay the alternative routes is about $325,000.  
He presented a proposed financial analysis of the project.  This would be a major 
extension for the City, but there would be a substantial return.   
 
The owner is looking for approval of the concept of the water line extension to that area.  
It will be back before the City Commission once the engineers review the project and the 
owner determines actually where he desires to have the water line installed.  After that, 
bid specifications can be prepared.  Big Rapids Township has been contacted.  
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Commissioner James suggested that if the City anticipates future additional large 
expansions, the City should start putting money aside in the water fund to help finance 
such projects. 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that the engineers have reviewed the project to determine the size of 
the pipes needed.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Alicia Neville, 505 Clark St., requested that the City Commission reconsider its policy on 
fireworks.  Her work schedule requires that she is up at 5:30 a.m. every morning.  
Fireworks have been going off at 1:00 in the morning.   She also has children at home.  
She would like to see a more reasonable policy, stopping the use of fireworks at a more 
reasonable hour. 
 
Mayor Warba stated that this was a topic of discussion at the July 21st City Commission 
meeting.  The City Attorney will be reviewing what the City can do locally, over what is 
permitted by State law, which allows for uses different than what has been permitted in 
the past. 
 
Mr. Williams stated that there is an effort across the State by municipalities to ask the 
State legislature to adjust the State law so municipalities can do more to regulate the use 
of fireworks within their communities.  This may include a resolution to the legislature 
asking that State law be modified so that the City can increase the regulatory controls for 
fireworks.   Another option may be to adjust the time frame for fireworks use, if possible.    
He will review the current policy and make suggestions at the next meeting. 
 
Don Jones, appeared before the City Commission.  He is a former resident of the City at 
522 Elm Street, and has just moved away.  He wanted to say thank you for his time in Big 
Rapids.  He’s worked on projects and on committees in the community.  He commended 
and thanked the City Commission and staff for everything they do for the City.    
 
He served on the garbage committee and saw changes in the way things were done.  He 
served on the communications committee and some of things suggested in that 
committee were adopted and are being used today.  When people in the community are 
involved, things can be changed.  He worked on the infrared detection system and it is 
still being worked on.  He worked with the BRPOA.    He maintains a website -Big Rapids 
Local Event Calendar – and uses that to promote a lot of events in Big Rapids, such as 
the farmer’s market, the local ice rink, the New Year’s Eve ball drop. 
 
He thanked Mayor Warba for being a friend to businesses in the community and for taking 
on the challenge of the Library.  He thanked the City Commission for their hard work.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  – none  
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-81 
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION FOR 
A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL  

FOR VILLAGE GREEN APARTMENTS AT 1300 CATHERINE STREET 
  
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids received a request for a conditional use permit 
and site plan approval from Village Green Apartments to reconstruct a 24 unit apartment 
complex recently destroyed by fire and a new 320 sq. ft. office building at 1300 Catherine 
Street, and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 16, 2014, the City Planning Commission conducted a public 
hearing on this request as required by the  Zoning Ordinance and recommended  approval 
of both the Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan Review contingent upon the granting of 
needed variances, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing on this request was heard by the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, whereby two variances were granted, which will allow the applicant to 
reconstruct the destroyed 24 of the total 48 multi-family residential dwelling units on 5.5 
acres and a new 320 sq. ft. office building 121 feet from the front property line, and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
accepts the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approves the Conditional 
Use Permit and Site Plan to reconstruct 24 of the total 48 multi-family residential dwelling 
units on 5.5 acres along with a new 320 sq. ft. office building.  
 
 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 4, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-82 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WATER MAIN EXTENSION TO  
CREEK’S EDGE APARTMENTS 

 
WHEREAS, the City has received a request from Creek’s Edge Apartments for the 

City to extend City water service south of town from Northland Drive to Gilbert Street, and 
 

  



4 
 

WHEREAS, Creek’s Edge Apartments also owns land on the north side of Gilbert 
Road on which Creek’s Edge can locate another 150 plus housing units, and 

 
WHEREAS, this water main could potentially generate annual usage income to the 

water fund of over $68,000, and 
 
WHEREAS, Creek’s Edge development needs to have the confidence in the 

availability of water before proceeding with their construction plans. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves the 

extension of this main and directs the City Manager to prepare plans and specifications 
and solicit bids to complete this extension of the Water system. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 4, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-83 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointment/recommendation: 
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE BOARD OF APPEALS   
 
Tom Hren appointed to an unexpired term ending October 2015 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None         
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  August 4, 2014     
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that Tim Moslener reports that the County Commissioners and County 
Park Board are doing all of their agenda and meeting materials on tablets.  There would 
be a savings to the City if the City Commission was interested in exploring the use of 
tablets again.  In discussion and experience previously, it was decided that if the City was 
interested in using electronic equipment, it would have to be unanimous that everyone 
uses the same type of equipment.  Mayor Warba would like to hear from Mr. Moslener 
and will be scheduled for a presentation at the next City Commission retreat. 
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Commissioner James mentioned that it was difficult to see on-coming traffic at the J C 
Penney intersection.  It has been mentioned to her that Mt. Pleasant uses four-way stops 
at all their downtown intersections.   They love them and they feel it creates more activity 
downtown.   She suggested that the staff look at this concept and include the two 
intersections between the Maple Street light and the Library and the intersection of Pine 
and Michigan Streets. 
 
Mayor Warba stated that the City Attorney and he attended the Public Accuracy test for 
the voting equipment conducted by the City Clerk and Deputy Clerk.  He stated there is 
a lot more than meets the eye when it comes to the voting process and accuracy of the 
equipment. 
 
Mr. Sobers introduced Kurt Melville who desires to be a City Manager in the future.  He 
is working as an intern with the City.  At the next meeting, Kurt will be acting City Manager 
for the day and presenting City Commission items.  
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 

  



City Commission Special Meeting 
August 11, 2014 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special meeting of the City Commission to order at 12:00 
noon.  
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Manager Steve Sobers and City Attorney Eric D. 
Williams.  
 
Absent:  None 
   
There were 2 persons in the audience. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers provided the background on the Downtown Infrastructure 
Grant (DIG) project.  Bids came in higher than anticipated, so staff revised the project, 
eliminating some of the proposed work.  The State did not want the project to be reduced 
or fall apart, so the State stated that they would give the City 85% of the total bid because 
they wanted to see the project to move forward.  The State will give the City another 
$200,000.  The City needs to furnish an additional $50,000, half of that taken from the 
General Fund and half from the DBA, to come up with the local $124,000 share.   The 
purpose of this special City Commission meeting is to allow the City to approve the bids, 
which will allow J. Ranck to begin acquiring supplies to meet the target completion date 
of November 15th. 
 
Mr. Sobers explained that the MEDC staff has received permission to move forward with 
the changes, but there is a formal sign-off within the MEDC which needs to occur.  
Because of that, the contingent wording needs to be in the resolution. The formal notice 
will be forth coming very soon.  In the event MEDC changes their mind, the project is 
dead.  The contractor will be informed of this status at the preconstruction meeting next 
week.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-84 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR THE DOWNTOWN  
INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT (DIG) IMPROVEMENTS 
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 WHEREAS, the City Commission adopted Resolution No. 13-137, on November 
18, 2013, authorizing the submission of a grant application  to the State of Michigan for 
Downtown Infrastructure Grant (DIG) funding for streetscape and Mitchell Creek Park 
improvements, and   

 
WHEREAS, items of the proposed project include: 

• Removal of existing pavement along Maple Street 
• Installation of new concrete curb and gutter and ADA sidewalk 
• Installation of adequate storm water collection system including tree 

filter basins along Maple Street 
• LED lighting 
• Transit station 
• Bike repair station and miscellaneous site furniture 
• Pavilion and public art at Mitchell Creek Park 
• Car charging station 

and, 
 
WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc., the City’s engineering firm, 

completed the design, bidding and construction engineering portions for the DIG project, 
and bids were solicited, and 

 
WHEREAS, the required completion date for the project is December 31, 2014, 

and 
 
WHEREAS, the lowest bid received from J. Ranck totaled $657,251.76 and 

exceeded the engineers estimate by over $250,000, where after discussion and 
negotiation with the State resulted in the State agreeing to fund the project at a 85% basis 
increasing the State support for the project, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the State’s portion is now $703,995.95 and the City’s portion is 
$124,234.58, bringing the total project expense to $828,230.53, including engineering 
and contingencies. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission award the 
contract to J Ranck and authorize them to proceed with the project for a bid of 
$657,251.76.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the costs of this project will be charged to Fund 
No. 404, Maple Street Downtown Infrastructure Improvement.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attached budget adjustments be approved. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is contingent upon the MEDC formal 
approval of the grant request.  
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Yeas: Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays: None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: August 11, 2014 
 
Attached Budget Amendments: 
 

Account Number Account Description Current 
Budget Change Amended 

Budget 

Revenues 

404-000-539.012 Downtown Infrastructure Grant $410,200 $293,800 $704,000 

404-000-690.012 Donations: Downtown 
Infrastructure Grant $40,000 $5,000 $45,000 

404-931-699.101 Contribution from General $0 $25,000 $25,000 

404-931-699.248 Contribution from DDA $18,600 $25,000 $43,600 

Total Revenues $468,800 $348,800 $817,600 

 

Account Number Account Description Current 
Budget Change Amended 

Budget 

Expenditures 

404-728-970.012 Infrastructure Improvement 
Maple St. DIG $410,200 $345,700 $755,900 

 

Account Number Account Description Current 
Budget Change Amended 

Budget 

Other Fund Expenditures 

101-966-999.404 Contribution to Maple St. 
DWTN INFSTR IMPRV $0 $25,000 $25,000 

248-966-999.404 Contribution to Maple St. 
DWTN INFSTR IMPRV $18,600 $25,000 $43,600 

 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 12:17 p.m.  
 
 
____________________________         * * * * * * *         ________________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba           Roberta R. Cline, Clerk 
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City Commission 
August 18, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams and City Manager Steve 
Sobers.   Kurt Melville, a Ferris State University political science student and recent intern 
with the City, acted as the City Manager. 
 
There were eleven persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA - Addition of a resolution to adjourn to executive (closed) 
session to discuss acquisition of land for business and industrial development.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of August 4 be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of the special meeting of August 11, 2014 be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
Engineering update 
 
Todd Richter of Fleis & VandenBrink Engineering updated the City Commission on the 
on-going projects. 
 

• DIG Project on Maple Street:  The MEDC granted the City additional funds to 
complete the project.  An anticipated project start date is right after Labor Day with 
completion at the end of November. 

• Hanchett Building Demolition:  Fleis and VandenBrink is working with EDA to get 
final plans for the demolition project approved.  The EDA received the State 
Historic Society clearance, so approval should be received soon.  Once received, 
the project will be bid with a fall, into winter, timeframe.  Fleis and VandenBrink 
would like to get the work done along Baldwin Street earlier so that the road can 
be patched before winter. 
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• Bridge and Road Plans:  The preliminary plans have been submitted to the State, 
and their comments have been received.  The final plans will be submitted to the 
EDA for their review and approval.  The plan is to have the project out for bid in 
February for spring construction. 

• IPP:  The Industrial Pre-treatment Program is on-going. 
 
State Fireworks Law and Local Fireworks Ordinance 
 
City Attorney Eric Williams provided his research into the State Fireworks Law and Local 
Fireworks Ordinance.  The City Commission received comment at their last meeting 
pertaining to the fireworks regulations not working because they are being set off too 
frequently, too late, at bad times, etc.  The City Commission requested that he look at the 
State regulations and what the City had passed in its ordinance.  The State has given the 
municipalities very limited roles in regulating fireworks. 
 
Based on his research, the State has taken the local units of government out of the 
regulation of the sales, storage, transportation or distribution of fireworks.  The State does 
permit local units to enact an ordinance regulating the ignition, discharge and use of 
fireworks.  Based on the population of the City, the State Statute allows the City to set 
timeframes and days when fireworks can be ignited and discharged, particularly between 
the hours of 1 a.m. and 8 a.m. on the day proceeding, day of and day after a national 
holiday.   As an extreme, he believes that the City can prohibit fireworks on days other 
than those surrounding national holidays, as included in his opinion provided the City.  
The current City ordinance only addresses regulations pertaining to national holidays. 
 
Mr. Williams provided sample resolutions being prepared by other communities asking 
the State Legislature to change the State Law back regarding the sale of fireworks. 
 
After discussion, the City Commission requested that the City Attorney prepare an 
ordinance for the next meeting banning the use of fireworks except as it pertains to the 
national holidays in State law.  They also requested a proposed resolution to the State 
requesting a repeal/reconsideration of the State Law, as it pertains to the regulation of 
sale and transporting of fireworks.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – none 

RESOLUTION NO.  14-85 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Hogenson, the adoption of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR  
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT INFLUENT 

SCREENING IMPROVEMENTS 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission per resolution No. 14-17, dated February 3, 
2014 approved Fleis & VandenBrink  Engineering for professional engineering services 

2 
 



in relation to the Wastewater Treatment Plant influent screening improvements to 
address several issues, and 

 
WHEREAS, bid specifications were prepared for the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant screen replacement, replacing an aging screen installed in 1994, and 
 
WHEREAS, five bids were received and reviewed by the engineers, whereby they, 

with staff agreement, recommend that the low bid of Gerace Construction of Midland, MI, 
be accepted in the amount of $229,000.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Gerace Construction in 
the amount of $229,000 for the replacement of the Wastewater Treatment Plant screen 
be accepted.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to Account No. 598-560-
967.035 (Influent Microscreen). 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   August 18, 2014 

RESOLUTION NO.  14-86 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by James, the adoption of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CONTRACT WITH 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR  
STATE TRUNKLINE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT AND  

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN 
  
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation contracts with local 
municipalities for the maintenance of state trunklines and bridges within their 
communities. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Municipal Trunkline Maintenance Contract No. 2014-
0278 between the MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION and the City of 
Big Rapids for the period October 1, 2014  to September 30, 2019, is hereby accepted 
and Mark Gifford is designated as Maintenance Superintendent on sections of State 
Trunkline Highways as shown on the Municipal Route Section Map and Budget Sheets. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayor Mark Warba and City Clerk Roberta 
Cline are authorized to sign the said maintenance contract on behalf of the City.  
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   August 18, 2014 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14-87 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by James, the adoption of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FLEIS & VANDENBRINK TO  
COMPLETE THE STATE REQUIRED WASTEWATER  

TREATMENT PLANT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN/PROGRAM  
 

WHEREAS, the City’s NPDES permit requires that the City develop an Asset 
Management Plan/Program for the Wastewater Treatment Plant and the collection 
system, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has retained Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to 

provide engineering services, with the adoption of Resolution No. 13-67 dated June 3, 
2013, and 

 
WHEREAS, the City desires professional services in relation to the Asset 

Management Plan/Program, which includes five core elements that identify: 
 

• The current state of the asset 
 

• Desired level of service 
 

• Most critical assets to sustain performance 
 

• Best life cycle cost 
 

• Long-term funding strategy to sustain service and performance, and   
 
 WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. has submitted a proposal to 
complete the needed Asset Management Plan/Program in the amount of $44,800.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the proposal of Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering Inc. to complete the needed Asset 
Management Plan/Program in the amount of $44,800.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account No. 590-
560-967.048 (Asset Management Program). 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   August 18, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-88 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by James, the adoption of the following: 
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RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPOSAL FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK  
TO ENGINEER THE WATER MAIN EXTENSION FOR  

CREEK’S EDGE APARTMENT 
 

 WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 14-82, dated August 4, 2014, the City Commission 
approved the extension of the City’s water system to Creeks Edge Apartments, located 
on Gilbert Drive in Big Rapids Township, and   
 
 WHEREAS, Fleis and VandenBrink has provided a proposal to complete the 
needed engineering for design and bidding in the amount of $22,600 for the water main 
extension.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approve the 
proposal from Fleis and VandenBrink Engineering in the amount of $22,600 for 
engineering and bidding of the water main extension. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to account number 591-
561-802-954 (Engineering – Gilbert Drive Water Mail Extension). 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   August 18, 2014 
 
The City Commission took a six minute recess. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-89 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR A TANK/CABINET 
REPLACEMENT ON A 1993 FORD L8000 

FIRE DEPARTMENT TENDER 
 

 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of a tank/cabinet replacement 
on a 1993 Ford L8000 Fire Department tender for the Department of Public Safety – Fire 
Division - with the USDA grant money received from the US Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development Community Facilities Grant Program Economic Impact Initiatives, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has been awarded a USDA Rural Development Grant in the 
amount of $25,000, and 
 
 WHEREAS, two bids were received with staff recommending that the bid of 
ETANKERS.COM, Grand Ledge, MI be accepted in the amount of $ 88,000. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of ETANKERS.COM in the 
amount of $ 88,000 for a tank/cabinet replacement on a 1993 Ford L8000 Fire Department 
tender be accepted.  
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the tank replacement cost of $88,000 be 
expensed to Account No. 661-444-977.914 (USDA Fire Water Tender)  and Rural 
Development grant funds of $25,000 be deposited into Account No. 661-000-529.914 
(USDA Grant – Fire Water Tender). 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   August 18, 2014 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 677-8-14 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following Ordinance.       

 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE HOUSING LAW OF 
MICHIGAN, BEING ACT 167 OF 1917, AS AMENDED, 

FOR ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT WITHIN 
THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is a home rule city with a population exceeding 

10,000 residents, and Ferris State University is located within the City of Big Rapids, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is interested in the goals described in the title 
of the Housing Law of Michigan:  “An act to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the 
people by regulating the maintenance, alteration, health, safety, and improvement of 
dwellings,” and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Housing Law of Michigan, Act 167 of 1917, as amended, provides 
a detailed framework of administration, standards, inspections, and enforcement 
procedures, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Housing Law of Michigan, Act 167 of 1917, as amended, provides 
“minimum requirements adopted for the protection of health, welfare and safety of the 
community” while authorizing the City of Big Rapids to impose” requirements higher than 
the minimum requirements laid down in this act relative to light, ventilation, sanitation, fire 
prevention, egress, occupancy, maintenance and uses for dwellings, “ and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is important to clarify and declare that the City of Big Rapids will 
administer and enforce the Housing Law of Michigan, Act 167 of 1917, as amended,  
 

THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1.  The Housing Law of Michigan, Act 167 of 1917, as amended, is adopted by 
reference for administration and enforcement by the City of Big Rapids, as authorized by 
MCL 125.523. 
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Section 2.  The City of Big Rapids shall be the enforcing agency within the City of Big 
Rapids of the Housing Law of Michigan, Act 167 of 1917, as amended, through the City 
departments and officers designated by the City Manager.  
 
Section 3.  Complete copies of the Housing Law of Michigan, Act 167 of 1917, as 
amended, can be reviewed and obtained in the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 226 N. 
Michigan Avenue, Big Rapids, MI  49307, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  
 
Section 4.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer, and a 
summary of the Michigan Housing Law.  
 
Section 5.  This ordinance shall be effective upon publication.  
  
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  August 18, 2014 
Published:  August 21, 2014 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 678-8-14 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following Ordinance. 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 2, SECTIONS 2.2:62 AND 4.1:22, OF THE 

ZONING ORDINANCE, WHICH DEFINE AND REGULATE THE PARKING, 
STORAGE AND USE OF MAJOR RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT, AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 98.01 AND 98.02 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING THE USE OF 
TRAVEL TRAILERS 

 
 WHEREAS, questions were raised about the meaning and application of sections 
98.01 and 98.02 of the Big Rapids City Code regarding travel trailers, and the meaning 
and application of Sections 2.2:62 and 4.1:22 of the Big Rapids Zoning Ordinance 
regarding major recreational equipment, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the specific sections of the City 
Code and Zoning Ordinance, conducted public hearings, and recommended several 
amendments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, City Staff recommends amending sections 2.2:62 and 4.1:22 of the 
Zoning ordinance and sections 98.01 and 98.02 of the City Code,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Article 2, Section 2.2:62 is amended to read as follows: 
 

2.2:62 Major Recreational Equipment – Such equipment shall include travel 
trailers, pickup campers or coaches, motorized dwellings, recreational 
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vehicles, tent trailers, landscape trailers, boats, boat trailers, personal water 
craft and similar equipment and equipment used for transporting 
recreational equipment, whether occupied by such equipment or not. 

 
Section 2.  Article 4, Section 4.1:22 is amended to read as follows: 
 

4.1:22 Parking, Storage or Use of Major Recreational Equipment. 
 
The parking or storing of major recreational equipment in a front or side 
street yard on any lot in a residential district is prohibited, except that the 
parking of such recreational equipment in such yard for a period of not to 
exceed twenty four hours for purposes of loading or unloading is permitted.  
The parking or storing of major recreational equipment in a side or rear yard 
on any lot in a residential district is permitted subject to the following 
requirements: 
 
1.  The use of campers, camper trailers, recreational vehicles, and the like 
for living or sleeping purposes, either temporary or permanent, is prohibited. 
 
2.  Mobile home storage is prohibited in all residential districts except in a 
licensed mobile home park. 
 
The parking or storing of major recreational equipment on a lawfully 
constructed driveway is permitted in all residential districts from April 1st to 
December 1st, but is prohibited in a required front or side street yard 
driveway from December 1st to April 1st. 
 
The parking or storage of major recreational equipment over 20’ in length 
and 6’ in height must be set back at least 20 feet from the public sidewalks, 
or 20 feet from street curb or street edge on parcels without a sidewalk in 
the front or side street yard driveway.   
 
All major recreational equipment that is parked or stored in a residential 
district shall be maintained in a clean, well-kept state so as not to detract 
from the appearance of the surrounding neighborhood, and must be 
registered or licensed and roadworthy. 
 
No more than three pieces of major recreational equipment can be parked 
or stored outside of a garage on a parcel in all residential districts.  
Recreational vehicles mounted for legal transit on a trailer shall be 
considered as one piece of recreational equipment. 

 
Section 3.  Title 9, Chapter 90, Section 98.01 is amended to read as follows: 
 

98.01 DEFINITION 
Travel trailers, camp trailers or vehicles designed primarily for living or 
sleeping or used to carry units so designed with or without tents or tent 
trailers.   
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Section 4.  Title 9, Chapter 90, Section 98.02 is amended to read as follows: 

98.02.  OCCUPANCY UNLAWFUL 

It shall be unlawful for any person to occupy or allow any person to occupy 
any travel trailer within the City. 
 

Section 5.  This ordinance shall become effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Section 6.  The Clerk shall publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated:  August 18, 2014 
Published:  August 21, 2014 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers stated that negotiations of the AFSCME union contract 
concluded today and a proposed contract should be presented at the next meeting.  
 
Commissioner Rothstein expressed concerns with the debris in the river and danger to 
tubers.  He hopes that when the new bridge is under construction, it may be an opportunity 
to remove some of the old concrete, rebar and pilings.   
 
Director Nerbonne reported that the Public Safety response time to the recent near 
drowning in the Muskegon River was outstanding.  They were able to have the young 
man out of the river within 13 minutes.  
 
Mayor Warba stated that on August 28th at 11:00 a.m. there is a Michigan Legal Milestone 
at the Ferris Flite Library to recognize the rebuilding of the university after the fire.  The 
State Bar of Michigan will place a commemorative plaque in recognition.   
 
September 29th will be a City Commission Retreat meeting.  Agenda items include a 
discussion with Tim Moslener on the use of tablets at City Commission meetings.   
 
Neighborhood Services Director Mark Sweppenheiser stated that on Friday, August 22nd, 
there will be a special trash pick-up in anticipation of the returning Ferris students.  
 
RESOLUTION NO.   14-90 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ADJOURNING TO EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION  

TO DISCUSS LAND ACQUISITION FOR  
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission adjourn to executive session for the 
purpose of discussing land acquisition for business and industrial development. 
 
Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:   None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   August 18, 2014 
 
The City Commission went to closed session at 8:27 p.m. to discuss the matter of land 
acquisition for business and industrial development.  They returned to regular session at 
9:30 p.m. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
September 2, 2014 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; City Manager Steve 
Sobers; and City Treasurer Jon Locke.    
 
There were 6 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – none. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of August 18, 2014 meeting be accepted with correction of typographical errors. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION - none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Rose Mary Jennings, 606 Bjornson St., stated how beautiful the downtown flowers look. 
 
Pat Horan, Community Pool Director, stated that the swimming season is over.  A valve 
has broken in one of the pool’s surge tanks.  They are in the process of replacing two 
valves.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING – none 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-91  
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH 

THE BIG RAPIDS HOUSING COMMISSION 
FOR POLICING SERVICES 
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 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids provides police protection for the health, safety 
and welfare of the City residents, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is determined that an East-side police patrol officer will provide 
special services to the Big Rapids Housing Commission in accordance with the attached 
agreement, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in exchange for these special services, the Big Rapids Housing 
Commission agrees to provide financial support proportionate to 25% of the assigned 
police officer’s time (25% of base officer pay of $48,677 annually) on the Big Rapids 
Housing Commission project site, not to exceed $12,169.00 annually, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed agreement is for a period of time from July 1, 2014 
through June 30, 2017. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby 
authorizes the Mayor to enter into the attached agreement on behalf of the City of Big 
Rapids.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 2, 2014   
 
ORDINANCE NO. 679-09-14 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the 

adoption of the following Ordinance. 
 

 ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 90.37, CHAPTER 90, TITLE 9 OF THE  
BIG RAPIDS  CITY CODE, TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS 

EXCEPT ON THE DAY BEFORE, OF, AND AFTER NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 3, 2013, the City Commission adopted Ordinance No. 
668-09-13 to regulate the use of consumer fireworks as allowed by the Michigan 
Fireworks Safety Act, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission refrained from banning the use of consumer 
fireworks on all days except the days before, on, and after national holidays, and 
expressed a desire to wait and see how the use of consumer fireworks actually impacts 
City residents, and 
 
 WHEREAS, one year after the adoption of Ordinance No. 668-09-13, there have 
been complaints about the indiscriminate use of fireworks within the city, and requests to 
restrict or prohibit the use of consumer fireworks as much as possible, 
   

2 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  That Section 90.37 of Chapter 90, Title 9 of the Big Rapids City Code is 
amended to read as follows. 
 
Section 2.   
 

Title 9, Chapter 90, Section 90.37. 
 
(A)  Definitions.  As used in this article, the following terms shall have the 
meanings indicated: 
 
ACT:  The Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, MCL 28.451, et seq. 
 
CONSUMER FIREWORKS:  Fireworks devices that are designed to 
produce visible effects by combustion, that are required to comply with the 
construction, chemical composition, and labeling regulations promulgated 
by the United States consumer product safety commission under 16 CFR 
parts 1500 and 1507, and that are listed in APA standard 87-1, 3.1.2, 3.1.3. 
or 3.5.  Consumer fireworks do not include low-impact fireworks. 
 
LOW IMPACT FIREWORKS:  Ground and handheld sparkling devices as 
that phrase is defined under APA standard 87-1, 3.1, 3.1.1.1 to 3.1.1.8, and 
3.5. 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY:   New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday, 
President’s Day (also referred to as Washington’s Birthday), Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. 
 
(B)  A person shall not ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks within 
the City, except as provided below. 
 
(C)  A person may ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks within the 
City on the day preceding, the day of, and the day after a national holiday, 
but not between the hours of 1:00 am and 8:00 am. 
 
(D)  A person shall not ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks on 
public property, school property, church property, or the property of another 
person without that organizations’ or person’s express permission to use 
those fireworks on those premises. 
 
(E)  A person shall not use consumer fireworks or low-impact fireworks while 
under the influence of alcoholic liquor, or controlled substance, or a 
combination thereof. 
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(F)  A person shall not recklessly endanger the life, health, safety, or 
property of another person by the ignition, discharge, or use of consumer 
fireworks. 
 
(G)  Violations and penalties.  A person who violates this section shall be 
subject to a municipal civil infraction, punishable by a fine of not more than 
$500 for each violation of this ordinance. 

 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
Section 4.  This ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated: September 2, 2014  
Published:  September 4, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-92  

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   

 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE STATE LEGISLATURE REPEAL THE 

FIREWORKS SAFETY ACT, 256 PA 2011 
 
 WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature adopted the Fireworks Safety Act, 256 PA 
2011, which became effective January 1, 2012, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Act liberalized the sale and use of consumer fireworks, while 
restricting the authority of Michigan municipalities to regulate and ban the use of 
consumer fireworks, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids has experienced the indiscriminate use of 
fireworks by members of the public after 256 PA 2011 became effective.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Big Rapids City Commission 
requests that the Michigan Legislature repeal 256 PA 2011 and allow municipalities to 
regulate and ban the use of consumer fireworks throughout the year. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to forward this 
Resolution to Governor Rick Snyder, State Senator Darwin Booher, State Representative 
Phil Potvin, and the Michigan Municipal League. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 2, 2014  
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-93 
 

Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR ONE 2014  
FORD INTERCEPTOR POLICE UTILITY VEHICLE FOR THE  

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of one all-wheel drive 4-door 
utility police vehicle for the Department of Public Safety, and 
 
 WHEREAS, two bids were received with staff recommending that the best bid of 
Babb Ford, Reed City MI , be accepted in the amount of $ 28,981.00  for one 2014 Ford 
Interceptor police utility vehicle, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the bid of Babb Ford be accepted in 
the amount of $ 28,981.00 for one 2014 Ford Interceptor police utility vehicle.  
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from Account Number 
661-444-981.095 (police vehicles). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba          
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the Resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 2, 2014     
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers reported on the Library Book Sale over the Labor Day 
Weekend.  The total sales at the Library site and at Hemlock Park Arts and Crafts Festival 
was around $4,000. 
 
Commissioner Anderson reported that the Old Jail yard sale over the Labor Day weekend 
generated about $1,000. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• On September 11th there will be a ceremony at the Public Safety Building 
recognizing both 9-11 and Patriot Week.  

• The week of September 26th the State History Conference will be in Big Rapids. 
• September 29th will be a City Commission Retreat.  Topics for discussion will be 

tablet use for City Commission meetings, possibility of the City creating a 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, and possible contingency plans if the City 
will need to obtain a new City Attorney if Mr. Williams is elected to the judge’s 
position at the next election.    
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-94  
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ADJOURNING TO CLOSED SESSION 
TO DISCUSS MATTERS PERTAINING  

TO THE AFSCME UNION NEGOTIATIONS 
 

   BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission adjourn to executive session for 
the purpose of discussing matters pertaining to the AFSCME union negotiations.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   September 2, 2014   
 
The City Commission adjourned for closed session at 7:03 p.m. for the purpose of 
discussing matters pertaining to the AFSCME union negotiations.   The City Commission 
returned to regular session at 7:31 p.m. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-95    

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson the adoption of 
the following:  
 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACT 
WITH AFSCME UNION 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids hereby 
approves the attached settlement contract between the City of Big Rapids and the 
AFSCME, Chapter Local 1865, Council 25, bargaining unit for the period of July 1, 2014 
to December 31, 2018, and that the Mayor and City Manager are hereby authorized to 
sign the contract upon final contract formatting. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  September 2, 2014 
 
Mr. Sobers discussed with the City Commission a couple issues pertaining to the Non-
bargaining employee group, as a result of the recent union negotiations.   
 

• He requested that the Martin Luther King Day holiday be extended to the non-
bargaining group.  The City Commission has requested that the City Hall offices 
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be closed on this national holiday.  With the current AFSCME union contract 
acceptance, the AFSCME group has 13 holidays and non-bargaining has 12.   

 
There was a discussion pertaining to the Martin Luther King and Good Friday 
holidays.   City Hall was previously closed on the MLK holiday.  Employees were 
later given the option to choose between the MLK and Good Friday holidays.  
Employees preferred Good Friday, so as a result, that was the day selected to be 
closed.  
 
Mayor Warba believes that the MLK day should be recognized as a national 
holiday.  Commissioner James does not oppose to half a day on Good Friday.  

 
• He requested consideration of increasing the non-bargaining City DC retirement 

contribution to 10%.   Non-bargaining is currently at 9.5%, while every other 
employee group is at 10%.  They are also at the highest level of employee 
contribution at 5.5%.    
 
Commissioner James does not object to the additional ½% contribution.   Mr. 
Sobers stated that the State Law caps the employer’s contribution at 10%. 

 
Commissioner James questioned if the AFSCME employees are currently wearing 
uniform.  Mr. Sobers stated that some are, and some are not.  They are currently t-shirts 
with the City logo.   The new contract requires that they wear the City provided uniform.  
Some of the problem is when the employees need to wear jackets, the logoed shirt is 
covered.   Mr. Sobers stated that the uniform style issue is something that can be 
reviewed. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
September 15, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; City Manager Steve 
Sobers; and City Treasurer Jon Locke.    
 
There were six persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – none. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of September 2, 2014 meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
City Manager Steve Sobers provided an up-date of City projects. 

• Staff has been meeting consistently on the two redevelopment projects – the 
Hanchett site development and possible Simonds relocation.  Both of these will be 
Brownfield projects so there is some potential for a Brownfield Authority to assist 
in the demolition of the existing facilities, parking lot construction, landscaping, 
moving of dirt and relocation of utilities.   The Brownfield Authority captures some 
of the taxes on a long term basis and actually builds a funding source to be able 
to repeat a Brownfield plan in the future. 

• The Baldwin Street bridge design is complete and has been submitted to the State 
for their review.  Fleis and VandenBrink is responding to the technical issues that 
have been raised.  That should be completed by the end of September so that in 
early October the final plans should be completed, being submitted to MDOT and 
EDA for final review.  Bid requests will occur in February 2015 and actual bridge 
construction by the end of May or first of June.  There are three phases of the 
bridge construction:  the bridge, Maple Street watermain, and the demolition of 
Hanchett. 
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• Six contractors walked through the Hanchett facility in anticipation of demolition. 
On September 25th the formal bidding of the demolition will be received by the City.  
The EDA will receive the bids.  It is hoped that the bids will be ready for the October 
6th City Commission meeting. 

• The WWTP screen bids have been received and the pre-construction conference 
will be Thursday, September 18th. 

• The contract for the purchase for two small parcels of land from the DNR has been 
submitted.  The DNR will review it for approval in October. 

• The Depot Project continues with meetings.  The DNR has provided a list of things 
that the City can do with the property. The City has engaged Fleis and VandenBrink 
to get a structural engineering review of the foundation and condition of the 
structure.   

• The water line for Creek’s Edge Apartment development was approved last month 
by the City Commission.  The owners of the development have discovered that 
there is more wetland than originally expected on the property, so the development 
design may have to be reconfigured slightly different than first planned. 

• The Airport runway extension research continues.  The engineers continue to 
support the 500 take-off and landings that will justify the extension.   

• There has been discussions between Aeromed and North Flight regarding their 
merger.   If this does occur, there are beliefs that the City’s airport will become 
even more important to the Aeromed system by having the helicopters here as 
opposed to any other potential location.   

• The City is working with Ferris on the Dial-A-Ride bus route.  The City is under 
contract with them to provide service through the end of this year, but there is 
substantial interest by Ferris to continue a fixed route for the January to June 
timeframe of next year.  The City is looking at a bus route that may get the support 
of the local businesses and Ferris.  Last year over 70,000 students were 
transported.  

• The DIG grant construction has started.  The Dial-A-Ride shelter at the Nisbett 
Building has been moved from the street’s edge to back against the building, giving 
pedestrians more freedom to walk on the sidewalk.  

• Ferris welding class is working on the Mitchell Creek Park gazebo top. 
• Street and alley paving will be done within the next couple of weeks. 
• Meetings continue with the Library’s future committee to plan on how the City may 

want to approach the Townships, school and others to help fund the Library going 
into the future. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT - none 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – none 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14- 96 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING CONTRACT WITH AKT PEERLESS  
FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/BROWNFIELD  

ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, the City solicited Requests for Qualifications from engineering firms 
for economic development/brownfield engineering services, and  
 

WHEREAS, after reviewing the two finalists’ engineering proposals and interviews, 
staff is recommending AKT Peerless to provide economic development/brownfield 
engineering services to review construction data concerning projects, lead the application 
process for grants/loans from the State, write brownfield plans, and to “sell” the plans to 
all concerned, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is currently working on the Hanchett’s project, which is a 
definite economic development project, and other possibilities.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Big Rapids City Commission accept 
the proposal of AKT Peerless for economic development/brownfield engineering services 
for the three year period of September 15, 2014 to September 14, 2017, with two (1) year 
extensions. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby authorizes the 

Mayor to sign the consulting contract between AKT Peerless and the City of Big Rapids. 
 

Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:    None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   September 15, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14 - 97 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 507  
FOR PARKING IN FRONT OF RIVERVIEW SCHOOL 

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Act 32, Public Acts of 1956, 
Section 2.53, the Department of Public Safety has authorized the following traffic control 
order: 
 
There will be (4) designated parking control segments for the east side of Willow 
Avenue between Oak and Chestnut Streets and (1) parking segment for the north side 
of Chestnut east of Willow. 
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1. Beginning at the north east corner of Willow Avenue, the first 60 feet south of 
Oak Street will be designated as “NO PARKING HERE TO CORNER”.   The 60 
feet north of Chestnut Street on the east side of Willow will also be designated 
“NO PARKING HERE TO CORNER”.  
 

2 Continuing south from the above No Parking sign approximately 50 feet will be 
designated and signed as “NO PARKING BUSES LOADING/UNLOADING” AND 
“7 AM – 4 PM SCHOOL DAYS”.  

 
3. The remainder of the curb to the south of bus parking will be for student drop-off 

and pick-up. The length of this segment is approximately 180 ft. The signage will 
read “STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP AREA” & “NO VEHICLE TO BE 
LEFT UNATTENDED 7 AM – 4 PM SCHOOL DAYS”. 

 
4.   The “HANDICAP LOADING AND UNLOADING ZONE” is designated at the 

sidewalk that leads into the main entrance of Riverview School.  
       

5.   The north side of Chestnut east of Willow will be designated and signed as “NO 
PARKING BUSES LOADING/UNLOADING”. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the above Traffic 

Control Order. 
 

Yeas:   Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:    None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:   September 15, 2014  
   
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
City Commission will meet for a Retreat Session on Monday, September 29th.  Topics of 
the meeting will be: 

• Contingency needs for City Attorney if he is successful in the upcoming election. 
• Potential use of Tablets by the City Commission. 
• Brownfield Discussion. 
• Ethic Ordinance. 

 
Mayor Warba stated that if the City Commission desires to have performance appraisals 
done again he would like to hear their desire on frequency and format. 
 
Commissioner James expressed concern over the traffic back-up at the middle school.  
The pedestrian walk sign is great for allowing the kids to move across the street, but it is 
backing traffic up.  She would like to have it reviewed. 
 
Commissioner James would also like to have the Income Tax Administrative Assistant 
positon looked at again as to its benefit of being a full-time position verses a 9-month part 
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time position.  She would like to see a full snap-shot of income coming in by using the 
State records and cost for a full-time person. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• He thanked Public Safety for the 9-11 ceremony.  He handed out a pamphlet on 
remembering Patriot Week. 

• September 26th is a candidate forum at the Holiday Inn from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m.  

• The Historical Conference will be in Big Rapids on the weekend of the 27th. 
• Bulldog Bonanza will be September 17th. 
• September is National Preparedness’ Month.  Information can be found on the 

County’s website.  
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
October 20, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, and Lorraine James; Mayor 
Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; City Manager Steve Sobers; and City 
Treasurer Jon Locke.    
 
Absent:  Dan Rothstein who was excused. 
 
There were 14 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of October 6, 2014 meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba 
 
Pete Jaklevic appeared before the City Commission announcing his candidacy for 77th 
District Court Judge.  He reviewed his career accomplishments and qualifications for the 
position. 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
PARK AND RECREATION BILLS QUARTERLY REPORT 
 
City Treasurer Jon Locke presented the written Park/Recreation and Library Bills 
Quarterly Report for April 1 through June 30, 2014.    He walked the City Commission 
through the report explaining the status of each account and expenditures and answering 
City Commission questions. 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
A. TABLETS FOR CITY COMMISSION  
 
Tim Moslener, Information Technology Manager, provided an update on the acquisition 
of tablets for City Commission use.  Items of discussion were: 

• The type of tablet he is recommending will be either Windows or Android.   
• He is leaning towards the Android, and when reviewing cost, screen resolution, 

size, etc., he is looking at the Galaxy S-10, which is the newest version. 
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• He wants to keep everyone on the same tablet so everyone is utilizing the same 
program. 

• Cost is approximately $559 per tablet with a 10.5 screen.  
• This does not include keyboards, cases or stands.   Cases can cost about $25 and 

external keyboards between $50 and $150.    
• Rules and guidelines for use would be developed.  

 
Mr.  Moslener will provide a recommendation and sample policy for use of the tablets for 
consideration at the November 3rd meeting.  
 
B. SENATE BILL 885 
 
Mr.  Williams presented a written report on Senate Bill 885.  Mr. Tim Ladd, Director of the 
Mecosta County EMS, spoke on the proposed bill, stating that if passed it would reduce 
the number of State medical controls from 67 to 8, with regional medical control.   That 
would include Mecosta County with another 13 – 15 counties, with one medical control.  
Each county currently operates under one medical control physician, who provides 
oversight of what is being done prehospital to make sure the procedures are correct.   
Going with a regional control will make it impossible for the medical control to have the 
current day-to-day contact.  This causes concern, since currently problems can be 
addressed immediately.   
 
Mr. Williams explained that the key part of the Senate Bill regarding regionalization says 
“to convene and support a rural emergency medical services task force to evaluate the 
status, resources, needs and forecasts of the provision of prehospital emergency medical 
services in the rural areas of the state”.    The key drive is to form a regional task force 
and to focus on rural areas of the State, providing comprehensive rural emergency 
medical services status and a recommendation report to the Department of Health within 
14 months after the effective date of the amendatory act. 
 
It is regionalization in the form of a task force and recommendations on prehospital type 
of services.  It is not yet regionalization of local medical control authorities.  There is 
nothing in this bill that establishes that.   
 
Deputy Director Steve Schroeder explained that through this regionalization the 
configuration of the county division will be changed.   Mecosta County will be put into a 
region task force with larger cities, including Grand Rapids and Lansing. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Dr. Denver (Chuck) Harmon, 707 Cypress,  presented the City Commission with a petition 
containing 88 signatures requesting the City Commission to develop, establish and 
implement an on-going annual plan and policy of eliminating the deer herd from the 
Southeast Quadrant of the City beginning the Fall of 2014 and Winter of 2015.   Several 
people contacted felt this could be a method of stocking the food pantries.  It was 
suggested that something be done with the area that is providing them a living habitat.  
There is a huge ravine, located between Cypress St. and St. Pauls Chapel, which has 
high growth and provides cover for the deer.  He questioned if the brush and grass could 
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be eliminated, or even if the area could be developed into a park.   This would eliminate 
the cover for the deer.   He would like the City to think of a long-term plan for that area. 
 
Mayor Warba stated it’s been a few years since the last deer cull.   The emphasis is on 
control of the deer.   The local DNR officer can be a resource for the City regarding control.   
He invited the Public Safety Director, with perhaps advise from the City Attorney, to come 
back at the next or the December meeting with a recommendation. 
 
Mr. James Sandy, Mecosta County Economic Development Director, stated that he is 
back on the job after a period of illness. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING -  none 
 
The City Commission took a five-minute break.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-103  

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following resolution.   

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE BIG RAPIDS CITY  COMMISSION'S INTENTION 
TO CREATE AND PROVIDE FOR THE OPERATION OF A BROWNFIELD 

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS PURSUANT TO 
AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF ACT 381 OF THE PUBLIC 

ACTS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1996, AS AMENDED 
 

 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission has received and reviewed testimony 
that there are or may be certain environmentally distressed, functionally obsolete, historic 
resource, and/or blighted areas in the City of Big Rapids and that the continued existence 
of such areas can limit, hinder or delay the redevelopment or revitalization of properties 
within the city, and, accordingly, that it is in the best interest of the public to facilitate the 
implementation of plans relating to the identification and treatment of environmentally 
distressed, functionally obsolete, historic resource, and/or blighted areas so as to promote 
revitalization within the municipal limits of Big Rapids; and 

 WHEREAS, in order to further such interests, it is appropriate for the Commission 
to create and provide for the operation of a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority within 
the City of Big Rapids pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Financing Act, being Act 381 of the Public Acts of the State of Michigan 
of 1996, as amended (the “Act”); and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the Big Rapids City Commission is required (a) 
to hold a public hearing on the adoption of a proposed resolution creating a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority under the Act (the “Authority”) and (b) to provide notice of the 
public hearing, all in accordance with Section 4(2) of the Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
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1. The Big Rapids City Commission hereby determines that it is in the best interests 
of the public to promote the redevelopment of environmentally distressed, 
functionally obsolete, historic resource, and/or blighted areas of the City. 

 
2. The Big Rapids City Commission hereby declares its intention to create and 

provide for the operation of the Authority within the City of Big Rapids pursuant to 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 
 

3. A public hearing shall be held before the Big Rapids City Commission on the 3rd 
day of November, 2014, at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall at 226 North Michigan Avenue, 
on the adoption of a resolution creating the Authority within the City of Big Rapids, 
within the municipal limits of which the Authority shall exercise its powers. 

 
4. The City Clerk of the City of Big Rapids (the “Clerk”) shall give notice of the public 

hearing by causing notice to be published in THE PIONEER, a daily newspaper of 
general circulation in the City on the 23rd of October, 2014, and the 30th of October, 
2014, and by posting notice of the public hearing pursuant to the practice of the 
Clerk. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: October 20, 2014. 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF MECOSTA 
 
I, Roberta R. Cline, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, County 
of Mecosta, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete 
copy of a resolution adopted by the Big Rapids City Commission on the 20th day of 
October, 2014, the original of which resolution is on file in my office. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this_____ day 
of October, 2014. 

 
______________________________________________ 

                     Roberta R. Cline, CITY CLERK 
                          City of Big Rapids 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-104 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WORK ORDER #1 
FOR AKT PEERLESS CONSULTING SUPPORT SERVICES  

FOR BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT 
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WHEREAS, the City Commission authorized an engineering contract with AKT 
Peerless for economic development/brownfield engineering and consulting services on 
September 15, 2014, with Resolution No. 14-96, and 
 

WHEREAS, AKT Peerless will assist the City with the necessary steps to establish 
the City of Big Rapids Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRBRA), and 
 

WHEREAS, Work Order #1, copy hereto attached, outlines the assistance to be 
provided for an estimated cost of $9,800.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the AKT Peerless Work Order #1 for the establishment of the Big Rapids Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority for an estimated cost of $9,800. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost come from Fund Balance and be expensed 
to Account No. 101-101-880.050 - BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  October 20, 2014     
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-105 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WORK ORDER #2 
FOR AKT PEERLESS CONSULTING SUPPORT SERVICES  

FOR HANCHETT REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission authorized an engineering contract with AKT 
Peerless for economic development/brownfield engineering and consulting services on 
September 15, 2014, with Resolution No. 14-96, and 
 

WHEREAS, AKT Peerless will assist the City with the necessary steps in the 
redevelopment of the Hanchett property utilizing tax increment financing under a 
brownfield plan, and 
 

WHEREAS, Work Order #2, copy hereto attached, outlines the assistance to be 
provided for an estimated cost of $40,000, the elements which are: 

 
 Brownfield Plan -  $15,000  
 Act 381 Work Plan -  $15,000 
 Consulting and Support - $10,000 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 

the AKT Peerless Work Order #2 for the establishment of the Hanchett property 
brownfield plan for an estimated cost of $40,000. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost come from Fund Balance and be expensed 
to Account No. 101-101-880.300 - Economic Development – Hanchett. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  October 20, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-106  

 
Commissioner James moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CREMATION OF 
  EXPIRED BONDS AND INTEREST COUPONS AND 

DESIGNATING PERSONS TO BE IN ATTENDANCE 
 
 WHEREAS, Act 56 of 1962, the Bond Cremation Act, authorizes that expired 
bonds and interest coupons be cremated, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a recording has been made of expired bonds and coupons currently 
in the City’s possession which may be cremated, and  
 
 WHEREAS, per the Act, Jon Locke, Roberta Cline and Jean Schneidt have been 
designated as City representatives to be in attendance during the cremation. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City authorizes the cremation of 
expired bonds and interest coupons and that the cremation of these bonds be done so in 
the presence of the designated City representatives. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  October 20, 2014    
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-107  

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENTS TO THE  

NON-BARGAINING EMPLOYEES 
PERSONNEL POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL 

 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Commission adopted a Personnel Policy and 
Procedure Manual for Non-Bargaining Employees by Resolution 93-74, and  
 
 WHEREAS, periodically, the need arises to make revisions/amendments to these 
existing policies and procedures, and  
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 WHEREAS, the following amendments to the Non-Bargaining Personnel Policy 
and Procedure Manual are recommended.   
  

1. Various sections of the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual that pertain 
to actual health care coverage and benefits are removed and included as 
Appendix A.   

 
2. Section 51.10 is revised to include Martin Luther King Day as a listed 

Holiday and deleting the employee’s birthday as a Holiday, effective 
January 1, 2015. 

 
3. Section 71.24 – Contribution under the Defined Contribution Plan- 

increases the City’s contribution for employees in the defined contribution 
retirement plan from 9.5% to 10%, effective immediately.   

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
approves the changes/amendments to the Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual as 
per the attached summary and that the City Manager be directed to revise the current 
Manual to reflect these changes.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba   
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  October 20, 2014      
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-108 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF  
PEG BRENNAN TO THE MECOSTA/OSCEOLA  

CENTRAL DISPATCH BOARD 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby recommends Peg Brennan 
be re-appointed to the Mecosta/Osceola Central Dispatch Board, by the Mecosta 
County Commission. 

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Warba  
Nays:  None  
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  October 20, 2014    
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Warba reminded the City Commissioners to sign the receipt for the Ethic 
Ordinance. 
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Commissioner Anderson stated that 9&10 News had the Riverwalk on their Sights and 
Sounds news segment this evening. 
 
Commissioner James stated that she has received positive feedback on the firefighters 
helping children at the school crosswalks.   
 
Mayor Warba stated Fall Festival is this weekend in downtown.  He stated that he will 
miss the November 17th meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
November 3, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; City Manager Steve 
Sobers; and City Treasurer Jon Locke.    
 
There were 13 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Ruth York was requested to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – Account number revision for the Samsung Galaxy 
Tablets. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James that the minutes of 
October 20, 2014 meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – The Mayor presented the proclamation recognizing 
Women Veterans Recognition week to Ruth York and Kayla Kesting.  
 

PROCLAMATION OF RECOGNITION 
 

WHEREAS, the US Armed Forces have relied on the skill and courage of women 
for two centuries, and 

 
WHEREAS, women have served the country in all capacities both during war and 

peace times, and 
 

WHEREAS, women veterans have provided their knowledge and leadership to our 
country by serving in all branches of the Armed Services. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, I Mark J. Warba, Mayor proclaim the week of November 9th 

through November 15th, 2014, as  
 

WOMEN VETERANS RECOGNITION WEEK 
 

1 
 



in the City of Big Rapids and ask  all citizens of Big Rapids to observe the week of 
November 9th with your thoughts and prayers to all women who have served from our 
community. 

 
Adopted this 3rd day of November, 2014           
__________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba 
 
 
STUDY SESSION - none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  14-109 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION SECTION 5311 OPERATING ASSISTANCE 

AGREEMENT NO. 2012-0047/P4 – DART 
 

 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transportation (DART) system derives 
approximately 16% of its operating revenue from the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA), which is administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation, and 

 
 WHEREAS, under the City of Big Rapids Annual Local Transportation Program 

Grant Application for the period of October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015, the City 
has requested federal funding in the amount of $85,968 or 16% of the City’s proposed 
operating budget ($537,300), and 

 
WHEREAS, the City will be receiving an additional 2.5%, more particularly 

$13,432.50, in assistance for a total of $99,400.50, and 
 
WHEREAS, this project authorization, Agreement No. 2012-0047/P4, represents 

partial payment of $47,606 of $99,400.50, which is a 2.5% increase.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Big Rapids hereby agrees 

to enter into the Project Authorization Agreement for FY 2014 Section 5311 Operating 
Assistance, Agreement No. 2012-0047/P4, in the amount of $47,606 and authorizes the 
Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement documents. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 3, 2014   
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-110 
 

Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO SIGN THIRD PARTY CONTRACT  

WITH THE RURAL TRANSIT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR  
DIAL-A-RIDE EMPLOYEE TRAINING  

 
WHEREAS, Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), through the 

MPTA/Michigan Public Transit Association, has $4,500 available to rural transits systems 
or training for the next three State Fiscal Years (October 1, 2014 thru September 30, 
2017), and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids is seeking the available funding from the Rural 

Transit Assistance program (RTAP) to cover capital training aids that are exclusively for 
training purposes and to attend the Annual Michigan Public Transportation Conference, 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the attached contract between the Big Rapids Dial-A-Ride Transit and 

MPTA/Michigan Public Transit Association will outline the purpose of the program, 
available funding, accounting, and recordkeeping. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 

hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign the third party contract for funding from RTAP. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba      
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 3, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-111 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INTERLOCAL 

AGREEMENT FOR PROVIDING INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES TO 

MECOSTA COUNTY   
 

 WHEREAS, the City Information Technology (IT) Department provides computer, 
telephone, networking, and other technology related services within the City, and 
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 WHEREAS, the County requires additional IT management, direction, and 
support, due to the increasing complexity and critical importance of computerization and 
automation within its various offices and department, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and its IT Department are able and willing to provide IT 
management, direction, and support for the County’s IT, phone, and other technological 
activities, and  
 

WHEREAS, this Interlocal Agreement should save money for both units of local 
government and work well for both the City of Big Rapids and Mecosta County.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby authorizes the Interlocal Agreement for providing information technology services 
to Mecosta County in the form that is attached, and the Mayor and Clerk are authorized 
to sign said agreement.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  November 3, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-112 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF 
SIX SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB S TABLETS  

FOR CITY COMMISSION AND CITY CLERK 
 

 WHEREAS, technology use has been increasing over the past few decades 
whereby many companies have moved to paperless operations, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission is considering the possibility of having paperless 
agendas, and 

 
WHEREAS, staff is recommending purchasing six Samsung Galaxy Tab S tablets 

with keyboard and case for the City Commission and City Clerk. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves 

the purchase of six Samsung Galaxy Tab S tablets with keyboard and case for the City 
Commission and City Clerk and the cost be expensed to Account No. 101-101-980.600 
(Commission Tablets).   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the estimated cost is $4,100 for six tablets with 

keyboard and case. 
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  
Date:  November 3, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-113 

 
Commissioner James moved, supported by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption of the 
following resolution:   
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CITY OF BIG RAPIDS POLICY ON  
TABLETS, LAPTOP COMPUTERS AND ACCESSORIES ISSUED 

 TO CITY COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission will be provided tablets to be used for City 
business, City meetings and City related purposes, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a policy has been developed to establish basic guidelines for the use 
of the tablets by the City Commission, copy hereto attached. 
 
 NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby adopts the attached 
Policy on Tablets, Laptop Computers, and Accessories Issued to the City Commission 
Members.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the policy be reviewed in 12 months to 
determine if it needs modification. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 3, 2014   
 
ORDINANCE NO. 681-11-14  

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the 

adoption of the following Ordinance. 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 3.5:1, 3.6:1, 
3.6:2, 3.6:6, AND 11.1:13 OF THE BIG RAPIDS ZONING 

ORDINANCE TO CLARIFY THAT MULTIPLE FAMILY 
DWELLINGS ARE NOT ALLOWED AS CONDITIONAL 

USES IN THE R-2 DISTRICT, AND THAT TWO OR MORE 
MULTIPLE FAMILY DWELLINGS ON A SINGLE LOT MAY 

BE ALLOWED AS CONDITIONAL USES IN THE R-3 
DISTRICT 
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 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids Zoning Ordinance regulates multiple family dwellings 
in the R-2 and R-3 zoning districts, and  
 
 WHEREAS, section 3.5:1 says that "multiple family dwellings and services, 
facilities and uses incidental or accessory to multiple family dwellings are included as 
conditional uses," which City Staff and the Planning Commission recommend be deleted, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the text in sections 3.6:1, 3.6:2, 3.6:6, and 11.1:13 should be 
amended to clarify that two or more multiple family dwellings on a single lot can be allowed 
only as a conditional use in the R-3 district, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on these zoning 
ordinance amendments on September 17, 2014, and no objection was made or noted, 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended that these zoning ordinance 
amendments be adopted by the City Commission,  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Section 3.5:1 of the Big Rapids Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as 
follows, deleting the stricken sentence. 
 

3.5:1 Purpose: 
The R-2 District is established to provide areas of higher density of 
residential development than is permitted in the R-1 District. Regulations 
include uses permitted in the R-1 District, plus two family residential 
dwellings. It is not intended to permit commercial, industrial or similar uses 
except as authorized by this Ordinance. In the R-2 Residential District no 
building or premises shall be used and no building shall be hereafter erected 
or altered, unless otherwise provided in this Ordinance, except for one or 
more of the following uses: 

 
Section 2.  Section 3.6:1 is amended to read as follows, with new text in bold print. 
 

3.6.1: Purpose: The R-3 District is established to provide areas of higher 
density of residential development than is permitted in the R-1 and R-2 
District. Regulations include uses permitted in the R-1 and R-2 districts plus 
a single multiple family dwelling and office structures are permitted uses.  
Two (2) or more multiple-family dwellings are allowed as a Conditional Use.  
Services, facilities, and uses incidental or accessory to multiple-family 
dwellings are included. It is not intended to permit commercial, industrial or 
similar uses except as authorized by this Ordinance. In the R-3 Residential 
District no building or premises shall be used and no building shall be here 
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after erected or altered, unless otherwise provided in this Ordinance, except 
for one or more of the following uses: 

 
Section 3.  Section 3.6:2(2) is amended by adding a sentence in parentheses which 
appears in bold print. 
 

3.6:2 Principal Uses and Structures: 
 
(2) Multiple-family dwellings.  (Two or more multiple family dwellings on a 
single lot are regulated as a Conditional Use in this District.) 
 

Section 4.  Section 3.6:6 is amended by deleting the existing text in subsection (7), and 
replacing it with the new text in bold print. 
 

3.6:6 Conditional Uses: 
The following uses are permitted subject to issuance of a Conditional Use  
Permit and subject to the conditions in Article 11: 
(1) Planned Unit Development, subject to the conditions of Section 11.1:19. 
(2) Hospitals, sanatoriums, clinics, nursing and rest homes and charitable 
institutions of human care, subject to the conditions of Section 11.1:11. 
(3) Rooming and boarding houses, subject to the conditions of Section 
11.1:25. 
(4) Home occupations, subject to the conditions of Section 11.1:10. 
(5) Radio and Television Stations, subjected to the conditions of Section 
11.1:23. 
(6) Fraternities and sororities, subject to the conditions of Section 11.1:24. 
(7) Two or More Multiple Family Dwellings on a Single Lot, subject to the 
conditions of Section 11.1:13. 
(8) Owner occupied condominiums, subject to the conditions of Section 
11.1:18. 
 

Section 5.  The first sentence of Section 11.1:13 is amended to read as follows, deleting 
"R-2" as a residential district in which two or more multiple family dwellings can be allowed 
on a single lot by conditional use permit. 
 

§11.1:13 Multiple-family dwellings may be permitted in the R-3 Residential 
Districts as a Conditional Use under the following conditions: 
 
The erection of two (2) or more residential buildings upon a plot in single 
ownership is permitted, when such dwelling groups conform to all provisions 
of this Article, even though the location of the buildings to be erected and 
the front, side and rear yard spaces do not conform in all respects to the 
requirements stipulated in other parts of this Ordinance for a single building 
on a single lot; provided that the proposed dwelling group shall meet all the 
following conditions and requirements and receive site plan approval. 
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Section 6.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in The Pioneer. 
 
Section 7.  This ordinance shall be effective 20 days after publication. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None   
The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted. 
Dated: November 3, 2014   
Published:  November 10, 2014   
 
The City Commission took a five minute break. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
The public hearing on the adoption of a proposed resolution establishing a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority was opened by Mayor Warba at 7:30 p.m.   
 
Bret Stuntz, representing AKT Peerless, stated the public hearing was for the purpose of 
establishing a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority.  Currently, a brownfield project can 
go through an approval process with the County’s Brownfield Authority.   By establishing 
an Authority at the local level, it provides for a quicker way to process brownfield projects.  
Projects go through the Authority and receive their final approval by the City Commission.   
It gives the City a larger role in how the State assistance is requested.  After the action at 
this meeting, the City Commission can establish its Authority and appoint members. 
 
Mayor Warba questioned if the members of the Authority needed to be City residents, or 
could they be from outside the City limits.  City Attorney Eric Williams stated that statute 
allows for appointment from inside or outside the City.  However, the Charter directs that 
they should be City residents. 
 
Bill Routley, Mecosta County Commissioner, questioned the reasoning and benefits for 
two Brownfield Authorities within the area.  The County Brownfield functions very well.   
Mayor Warba stated that the action to establish a City Brownfield Authority is not a 
reflection on the County Redevelopment Authority’s performance or action of the past.  It 
is based on the activity going on in the City and ability to address projects in a more timely 
and efficient fashion.   With the projects that are occurring in the City, there are benefits 
that the City could derive from having its own Brownfield Authority.   It will focus on 
projects that are occurring in the City. 
 
Mr. Sobers stated that it may be a sensitively issue.  When the City adopts a Brownfield 
Plan within it are elements of work activities that can be part of what is funded as the 
public enhancement to the Brownfield.  Some of the things could be paving streets in the 
area, grant money for Riverwalk, or some very specific kinds of activities.  With its own 
Brownfield Authority, City residents would be understanding of those kinds of 
improvements.  If the City is part of a larger County Brownfield program, the more rural 
areas may not be so supportive of City projects.   In speaking with a potential developer, 
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the City would like to be able to speak with confidence as to what it can offer as an 
incentive. 
 
Mark Boleck, asked about people serving on the Authority who live outside the City and 
pay income tax.  Mayor Warba stated he has offered that scenario, but the City Charter 
directs the appointment to the Authority as City residents. 
 
There being no further comments, the Mayor declared the public hearing closed at 7:40 
p.m. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-114   

 
Commissioner Anderson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption of 
the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A BROWNFIELD 

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY OF BIG 
RAPIDS AND AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF 

BOARD MEMBERS PURSUANT TO AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF ACT 381 OF 

THE PUBLIC ACTS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 
1996, AS AMENDED 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids, Mecosta 

County, Michigan, held in the Big Rapids City Hall, on the 3rd day of November 2014, at 
6:30 pm, 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids, by Resolution adopted 

on October 20, 2014, (the “Resolution of Intent”), determined that it is in the best interest 
of the public to facilitate the implementation of Brownfield Plans relating to the 
identification and treatment of environmentally distressed, functionally obsolete, blighted 
areas, and/or historic resources so as to promote revitalization within the municipal limits 
of Big Rapids and declared its intention to provide for the operation of a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority for the City of Big Rapids (the “Authority”) pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, being 
Act 381 of the Public Acts of the State of Michigan of 1996, as amended (the “Act”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on this date, pursuant to and in accordance with the Act and the 

Resolution of Intent, the City Commission held a public hearing, notice of which was given 
as required by Section 4(2) of the Act on the adoption of a resolution creating the 
Authority; and 

 
WHEREAS, all citizens, taxpayers and property owners of the City of Big Rapids 

and officials of the affected taxing jurisdictions had the right and opportunity to be heard 
at the public hearing on the establishment of the Authority; and 
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WHEREAS the City Commission desires to proceed with the establishment of the 
Authority for the City of Big Rapids within the municipal limits of which the Authority shall 
exercise its powers, all pursuant to and in accordance with the Act. 

 
Now therefore, be it resolved that: 
 

1. Authority Created. Pursuant to the authority vested in the City Commission by 
the Act, the Authority is hereby established and shall be known as the City of Big 
Rapids Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 
 

2. Supervision of the Authority. The Authority shall be under the supervision and 
control of a board consisting of five members (the “Board”) appointed by the Mayor 
of the City of Big Rapids to staggered terms in accordance with the membership 
provisions set forth in Section 5(1) of the Act, subject to the approval of the City 
Commission. The members of the Board shall hold office, and the Board shall 
conduct its procedures in accordance with the Act. 
 

3. Jurisdiction of the Authority. The Authority shall exercise its powers within the 
area of the City of Big Rapids. 
 

4. Powers and Duties of the Authority. The Authority shall have the powers and 
duties to the full extent as provided and in accordance with the Act.  
 

5. Bylaws and Rules of the Authority. The Authority shall elect officers and adopt 
bylaws and rules governing its procedures and the holding of its meetings in 
accordance with Sections 5(3) and 5(5) of the Act, and shall immediately forward 
a copy of the bylaws and rules after adoption by the Board to the City Commission 
in care of the Clerk of the City of Big Rapids (the “Clerk”). The Authority’s bylaws 
and rules shall be subject to the approval of the City Commission; provided, 
however, that if the City Commission fails to either approve or disapprove the 
Authority’s bylaws and rules at its next regular meeting after receipt of a copy 
thereof by the Clerk, the Authority’s bylaws and rules shall be deemed to have 
been approved by the City Commission for all purposes. 
 

6. Director’s Bond. In the event the Authority’s board elects to employ a director as 
authorized by Section 6(1) of the Act, the director, before entering upon the duties 
of his office, shall, in addition to any other requirements of law, post a bond in the 
amount of $100,000.00 with a $10,000.00 deductible payable to the Authority for 
the use and benefit of the Authority, which shall be approved by the Authority’s 
Board and filed with the Clerk.  The premium on the bond furnished by the director 
shall be deemed to be an operating expense of the Authority, payable from funds 
available to the Authority for expenses of operation. 
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7. Form of Approvals. Except as may otherwise be provided by the Act or other 
applicable law, approvals by the City Commission of all matters pertaining to the 
Authority or its Board shall be by resolution. 

 
8. Publication. The Clerk is hereby directed to file a true and complete copy of this 

Resolution with the Michigan Department of State, Office of the Great Seal, 
promptly after adoption. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: November 3, 2014. 

 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 
COUNTY OF MECOSTA 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Big Rapids, 
County of Mecosta, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City Commission of the City of Big Rapids 
at a regular meeting held on the 3rd day of November, 2014, the original of which 
resolution is on file in my office. 
 
 IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this 3rd day of 
November, 2014. 
 

__________________________________ 
Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
City of Big Rapids 
 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Sobers stated there was some speculation that when Aeromed offered the potential 
consolidation with North Flight, that there may be a moving of their location from the 
Roben Hood Airport.  It is conformed that will not happen. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• He requested suggestions of names to serve on the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority. 

• He will not be at the November 17th meeting 
• He questioned the status of the deer cull.  Mr. Gifford was asked to contact Mr. 

Pete Kailing of the DNR.  That was done.  Mr. Kailing has been to the area to 
review the options.   The Mayor is still waiting to hear some recommendations from 
Public Safety. 
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• Fall Festival was very successful. 
• The Community/Campus Task Force is meeting and there is positive discussions.  
• Commissioner James, City Treasurer Jon Locke and City Attorney Eric Williams 

have been participants in the User Charge discussion.  Mr. Beauchamp, the 
consultant for the discussions has offered suggestions.  It appears that the work 
of the User Charge Committee and the methodology developed closely tracks with 
what Mr. Beauchamp has done on his own.   The committee will meet again in the 
first week of December. 

• He complimented the Wastewater Treatment Plant staff that their tweaking of the 
grit removal system at the plant has resulted in proper removal of the grit.    The 
grease removal system still needs to be addressed.  

• If City Attorney Eric Williams is elected in the November 4th election, the City will 
need to advertise for a new attorney.  A draft job description has been prepared 
for review by the City Commission.   Mayor Warba stated that he believes that if 
advice is to be given as the City Attorney, the City Attorney should live in the City 
and he will give candidates who live in the City strong preference.   He believes 
that should be the case with all City Officials.  

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
November 17, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order 
at 6:30 p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Mayor-
Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; and City Manager Steve Sobers. 
 
Absent:  City Treasurer Jon Locke and Mayor Mark J. Warba, who were excused 
 
There were four persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – none. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson that the minutes 
of November 3, 2014 meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein  
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION - none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - none 
 
PUBLIC HEARING -  none 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-115 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR  
THE SALE OF A 2001 ELDORADO  

DART BUS 
 

WHEREAS, the City solicited bids to dispose of a 2001 Eldorado Dart Bus, Vin 
Number 1HVBEABM51H414825, and 
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WHEREAS, one bid was received, whereby staff is recommending the 
acceptance of the bid of Don Kaiser, in the amount of $779.59. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby 
accepts staff’s recommendation for the sale of a 2001 Eldorado Dart Bus, Vin Number 
1HVBEABM51H414825 to Don Kaiser in the amount of $779.59. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funds from the sale of this bus be 
deposited into Account No. 588-000-693.000 (gain/loss on disposal of equipment)  

 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein,   
Nays:  None    
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 17, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-116 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID FOR NON-BARGAINING  
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE CLASSIFICATION/COMPENSATION  

STUDY CONSULTANT 
 

 WHEREAS, the 2014/2015 budget process included an appropriation for a non-
bargaining full-time employee classification/compensation study, and 
 
 WHEREAS, bids were solicited and two responses were received from 
consultants, both who are experienced in doing such studies for Michigan governmental 
units, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a review of the bids has resulted in staff recommendation that the bid 
of Municipal Consulting Services be accepted in the amount of not to exceed $14,400 for 
professional services and $800 for travel related expenses.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the bid of Municipal Consulting Services in an amount not to exceed $15,200 for a non-
bargaining full-time Employee Classification/Compensation Study.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed to Account No. 101-270-
824.500, Job Classification/Wage Study.   
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Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein  
Nays:  None  
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 17, 2014  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-117 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Anderson, the adoption of 
the following resolution.   
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A NEW STORM SEWER EASEMENT  
FROM CHARTER CROSSROADS ACADEMY AND RELEASING  

AN EXISTING EASEMENT IN BLOCK 52 OF WARREN AND  
BRONSON’S SUBDIVISION 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids received multiple storm water drain easements 
from the Crossroads Charter Academy in an instrument dated November 29, 2000, which 
was recorded at Liber 642 Pages 403-404, and  
 
 WHEREAS, construction by Crossroads Charter Academy requires relocation of 
one of the storm sewer drain easements, and the release of that easement by the City. 
 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a new storm sewer drain easement 
be obtained by the City from Crossroads Charter Academy, and the easement that must 
be relocated be released by a quit claim deed to Crossroads Charter Academy; the Mayor 
is authorized to sign the quit claim deed, which is attached.  
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 17, 2014  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 682-11-14  

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following ordinance. 
  

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE 
2014 CODIFICATION OF THE BIG RAPIDS CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Big Rapids City Charter requires the City Commission to provide 
for the compilation or codification and publication of the Charter and all City ordinances 
then in force at least once every five years, (Charter §7.2), and  
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 WHEREAS, the codification of current City ordinances is helpful to the public and 
City staff in providing a single publication in which all City ordinances can be arranged, 
indexed, and made available to all interested persons, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission has authorized and approved the budgetary 
expenditure necessary for the codification process, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Clerk has worked with the codifier in assembling, reviewing, 
and proofreading all of the City’s ordinances currently in force, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney has reviewed and approved the proposed 
codification, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, The City of Big Rapids ordains: 
 
Section 1.  The 2014 codification prepared by American Legal Publishing Corporation is 
approved and adopted as the codification of the Big Rapids City Charter and Big Rapids 
City Code of Ordinances. 
 
Section 2.  Copies of the codification shall be kept in the City Clerk’s office and made 
available to the general public for review, inspection, and obtaining copies of the City 
Charter and Code of Ordinances. 
 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance in the Pioneer. 
 
Section 4.  The ordinance shall become effective upon publication.   
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein   
Nays:  None  
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the ordinance adopted.  
Dated:  November 17, 2014   
Published:  November 21, 2014  
 
The City Commission discussed the designation of the current Assessing Office 
employee as Deputy Assessor.  Commissioner Hogenson questioned the designation of 
a positon for a four-month duration.  Mr. Sobers stated this allows the employee to do the 
Assessing work within that position prior to the end of the Assessing contract with Dan 
Kirwin and prior to the completion of the classification/compensation study.  
 
Commissioner James would like the employee to take a class in public relations.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-118  
 

Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 
 INTERIM DEPUTY ASSESSOR POSITION 

 
WHEREAS, the City is currently contracting with BS&A for the Assessing services 

of Dan Kirwin, of which the contract will end in March 2015, and 
 

WHEREAS, City staff member Gail Dolbee has achieved the credentials required 
for Michigan Assessors, allowing her to sign property tax rolls, and 

 
WHEREAS, to assist in the transition from contracted Assessing services to a City 

department Assessor, it is recommended that Ms. Dolbee be assigned the title of Deputy 
Assessor, allowing her to sign and be responsible for the 2015 tax roll, and  

 
WHEREAS, it is recommended that an increase in salary to $46,008 accompany 

this title. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Gail Dolbee be assigned the title of 

Deputy Assessor at a salary of $46,008. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor Pro-Tem declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  November 17, 2014 
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:  
 
Commissioner James questioned how the double turn lane off of Maple Street onto State 
Street was working.   Mr. Sober stated that there have been no accidents.  The City has 
requested the State Dept. of Transportation to look at signage to include an additional 
sign indicating the second turn lane.  The State says that there needs to be some 
reconfiguration of the traffic signals to accommodate new traffic signage.   
   
Commissioner James also questioned the removal of the ‘stop for pedestrian’ signs in the 
downtown crosswalks.  Mr. Schneidt, Deputy Director of Public Works, stated the 
downtown signs have been removed for street snow removal activities.    Commissioner 
James also questioned if the pedestrian crosswalk markings elsewhere in the City require 
the vehicles to stop.  State law is that pedestrians have to establish themselves in the 
crosswalk to require vehicles to stop.   
 
Mr. Sobers stated that the FSU class studying the depot usage would like to meet with 
the City Commission for a presentation.  They requested to meet on Monday, December 
8th. 
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MOTION NO. 14-119 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the City 
Commission set a special meeting for Monday, December 8, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. to receive 
the FSU student presentation on the old depot usage. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein 
Nays:  None 
The motion was declared passed. 
Dated:  November 17, 2014 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein           Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission 
December 1, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; City Manager Steve 
Sobers; and City Treasurer Jon Locke.    
 
Absent:  None 
 
There were ten persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – none. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of November 17, 2014 meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein 
Abstain:  Mayor Warba because he was absent from the meeting  
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION - none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Rose Mary Jennings, 606 Bjornson Street: 

• Expressed concerns about the Maple Street new left-turn lane.  There seems to 
be some confusion because of the lack of signage.  Mr. Gifford, Dir. of Public 
Works, stated that City staff has had contact with the State regarding additional 
signage at the corner for the second left-hand turn lane.  The State has stated that 
there is not the necessary space at this time to place an additional overhead sign.  
To do so, would involve the restringing of the current traffic lights.  Staff will 
continue to contact the State to lobby for additional signage. 

• Stated that the Christmas tree in front of Chemical Bank is extremely beautiful this 
year.  She suggested a spotlight on the tree. 

• Would still like to see Eastside street Christmas ornaments. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - none 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-120 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR  
EQUIPMENT RENTAL FOR SNOW REMOVAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids, Department of Public Works, maintains the 

roads within the Big Rapids City limits for which funds are appropriated yearly to assist in 
snow removal operations, and 

 
WHEREAS, necessary snow removal service funds have been appropriated in the 

FY 2014-2015 budget. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Big Rapids City Commission 
hereby accepts the following snow removal bids and directs Mark Gifford, Director of 
Public Works, to use the following dump trucks and loaders for snow removal purposes 
on an as–needed basis. 

 
 

Trucks 
 

Contractor 
 

Size 
 

Hourly Rate 
 

# Available 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. 25 cy $ 65.00 2 
Fenstermacher Asphalt Paving, LLC 45 cy $ 100.00 7 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. 45 cy $ 80.00 3 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. 50 cy $ 85.00 2 
 

 
Front End Loader 

 
Contractor 

 
Size 

 
Hourly Rate 

 
# Available 

Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. 3.25 cy $ 80.00 2 
Fenstermacher Asphalt Paving, LLC 5 cy $ 100.00 1 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. 5 cy $ 90.00 2 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. 7 cy $100.00 1 
Lawrence Morningstar Enterprises, Inc. 
Loader with Snow Pusher 16’ – 18’ 

  
$100.00 

 
2 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said removal service shall be expensed from 

the following accounts: 
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202-497-801.700 - $5,000   State Highway M-20 Contracted Services 
203-478-801.000 - $1,000   Local Street Contracted Services 
202-478-801.000 - $7,800   Major Streets Contracted Services 
101-443-803.000 - $2,000   Parking Contracted Snow Removal 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  December 1, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-121 
 
Commissioner Rothstein  moved, supported by Commissioner James, the adoption of 
the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR  
FENCE GATE IMPROVEMENTS  

FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 

 WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of a new automatic operator 
for the main entrance gate and a new service gate near the chemical feed building for 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant, and 
 
 WHEREAS, four bids were received with staff recommending that the bid of 
Hamberg Fence Company be accepted in the amount of $ 7,857.00, which includes a five 
year warranty on parts and a one year warranty on installation.  
   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission accept the bid 
of Hamberg Fence Company for a new automatic operator and a new service gate for a 
net amount of $7,857.00.  
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost be expensed from account number 
590-560-977.051 (Main Entrance/Chemical Building Gate). 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba    
Nays:  None       
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated: December 1, 2014       
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-122 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson the adoption of 
the following: 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
TO SUBMIT THE APPLICATION PERMIT FOR MISCELLANEOUS 

OPERATIONS WITHIN STATE HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR 2015 
VIA THE MICHIGAN BUSINESS ONE STOP WEBSITE 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Big Rapids hereinafter referred to as the 
“GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY”, periodically applies to the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, hereinafter referred to as the “DEPARTMENT”, for permits, referred to as 
“PERMIT,” to construct, operate, use and/or maintain utility or other facilities, or to 
conduct other activities, on, over, and under state highway right of way at various 
locations within and adjacent to its corporate limits;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the DEPARTMENT granting such 
PERMIT, the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY agrees that: 
 
1.  Each party to this Agreement shall remain responsible for any claims arising out of 
their own acts and/or omissions during the performance of this Agreement, as provided 
by law.  This Agreement is not intended to increase either party’s liability for, or immunity 
from, tort claims nor shall it be interpreted, as giving either party hereto a right of 
indemnification, either by Agreement or at law, for claims arising out of the performance 
of this Agreement. 
 
2.  Any work performed for the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY will be solely as for the 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY and not as a contractor or agent of the DEPARTMENT.  
The DEPARTMENT shall not be subject to any obligations or liabilities by vendors and 
contractors of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, or their subcontractors or any other 
person not a party to the PERMIT without its specific prior written consent and 
notwithstanding the issuance of the PERMIT.  Any claims against the State of Michigan, 
the Michigan Transportation Commission, the DEPARTMENT, and all officers, agents 
and employees thereof and those contracting governmental bodies performing permit 
activities for the DEPARTMENT and all officers, agents, and employees thereof will be 
the sole responsibility of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY. 
 
3.  The GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY shall take no unlawful action or conduct, which 
arises either directly or indirectly out of its obligations, responsibilities, and duties under 
the PERMIT which results in claims being asserted against or judgment being imposed 
against the State of Michigan, the Michigan Transportation Commission, the 
DEPARTMENT, and all officers, agents and employees thereof and those contracting 
governmental bodies performing permit activities for the DEPARTMENT and all officers, 
agents, and employees thereof, pursuant to a maintenance contract.  In the event that 
the same occurs, for the purposes of the PERMIT, it will be considered as a breach of the 
PERMIT thereby giving the State of Michigan, the DEPARTMENT, and/or the Michigan 
Transportation Commission a right to seek and obtain any necessary relief or remedy, 
including, but not by way of limitation, a judgment for money damages.   
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4.  The GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY will, by its own volition and/or request by the 
DEPARTMENT, promptly restore and/or correct physical or operating damages to any 
State highway right of way resulting from the installation construction, operation and/or 
maintenance of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES facilities according to a PERMIT 
issued by the DEPARTMENT. 
 
5.  With respect to any activities authorized by PERMIT, when the GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCY requires insurance on its own or its contractor’s behalf it shall also require that 
such policy include as named insured the State of Michigan, the Transportation 
Commission, the DEPARTMENT, and all officers, agents, and employees thereof and 
those governmental bodies performing permit activities for the DEPARTMENT and all 
officers, agents, and employees thereof, pursuant to a maintenance contract.   
 
6.  The incorporation by the DEPARTMENT of this resolution as part of a PERMIT does 
not prevent the DEPARTMENT from requiring additional performance security or 
insurance before issuance of a PERMIT. 
 
7.  This resolution shall continue in force from this date until cancelled by the 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY or the DEPARTMENT with no less than thirty (30) days prior 
written notice to the other party.  It will not be cancelled or otherwise terminated by the 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY with regard to any PERMIT which has already been issued 
or activity which has already been undertaken. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following position[s] are authorized to apply 
to the DEPARTMENT for the necessary permit to work within state highway right of way 
on behalf of the GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY. 
 
Name      Title 
 
Mark Gifford             Public Works Director 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays: None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 1, 2014     
 
The City Commission discussed the topic of a deer cull in the area of Cherry, Willow, 
Magnolia, Lilac, Cypress and Osburn Streets.   Mr. Sobers stated that several processing 
businesses have been contacted regarding their willingness to donate their services to 
process any deer that may be harvested during the culling.  The meat will be going to 
area non-profits and needy.  He anticipates that there will not be any costs to pass on as 
a result of the culling.  The Director of Public Safety has secured the US Dept. of 
Agriculture Wildlife Services, who will do the professional culling.   
 
Margaret Ross, 522 Locust Street, is in full support of the culling. 
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Mr. Denver Harmon, 707 Cypress, spoke strongly in favor of the culling.  He questioned 
why the plan utilized for several years cannot be followed, for he feels it was a more 
simple process.  He believes that the DNR has given permission to eliminate the whole 
herd of deer within the City, and the permission does not have to be granted again 
because it was granted years ago. 
   
Director Nerbonne summarized the process used in the past, whereby the DNR gave out 
a limited amount of permits for the deer.  The DNR biologist recommended a minimum of 
10 and a maximum of 20 deer for this culling.    In the past, volunteer shooters have been 
used, who utilized a variety of weapons.  As the Director of Public Safety, it is her job to 
protect the citizens and property owners.  As Director, she is requesting that a deer cull 
take place in the City of Big Rapids, done by professionals whose job it is to go into urban 
areas and eliminate the wildlife according to the recommendations given by the 
Department of Natural Resources.   
 
Mr. Sobers did inform Mr. Harmon of the incident two years ago where one of the 
volunteer hunters saw a particularly fine deer he wanted to cull.  In his excitement, he 
shot the deer in front of a nursery as the children were going out to play.    There are 
hunters who see a deer and let their emotions take over.   The procedure will eliminate 
the errors of the past and still thin the herd.   
 
Mr. Harmon would like to see something done with the gully where they stay, such as 
mowing the grass, to keep the deer away.  There should be a continuous plan of keeping 
the deer out of the area.  Director Nerbonne stated that it was the biologist’s 
recommendation to do this yearly so that the learned behavior of coming to the area is 
not taught.  
 
Commissioner Anderson suggested that the City research some other methods to deal 
with the problem, such as a no feeding ordinance, a deer conceptive (PZP) as is being 
used in other communities, or a well-trained border collar patrolling the river.  She 
appreciates the well-planned out way Director Nerbonne is approaching the issue.  She 
will be voting against it because she believes that voice needs to be heard.  
 
Mr. Sobers explained that the phrase in the resolution referring to ‘passed-on expenses’ 
refers to costs that may be associated with processing.  The City will pay for the cost of 
the DNR shooter services.  Director Nerbonne is seeking donations by area processers 
to process the meat at no cost.  If additional costs are incurred, some fundraising effort 
could be done to achieve any funds necessary. 
 
The recipients of the meat will be charitable organizations.  The resolution refers to a 
contract, which is not available at this time.  It will be reviewed by the City Attorney once 
it is received.  The City Attorney stated that the resolution presented is authorization to 
accept the contract once he has approved it.   But if it is available in sufficient time before 
the January scheduled cull, it could be presented to the City Commission at one of their 
meetings for actual approval. 
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It was stated that the local DNR Biologist, Pete Kailing, stated that his observation was 
that the majority of the deer are crossing the river from the township.  The City cannot 
control what is happening within other jurisdictions. The recommendation before the 
Commission is based on Director’s Nerbonne research with emphasis on safety.   Director 
Nerbonne stated that the deer will be taken to another location to be field dressed.  
 
City Attorney Williams was asked to look into an ordinance that prohibits the feeding of 
deer within the City limits.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-123 

 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEER CULL 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission received a petition signed by approximately 90 
citizens requesting that the City develop, establish and implement an on-going annual 
plan to eliminate deer herds in the area of Cherry, Willow, Magnolia, Lilac, Cypress, and 
Osburn Streets, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Director of Public Safety has proposed that if a deer culling is to 

be conducted within the City of Big Rapids, it shall be conducted by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Wildlife Services with only antlerless (does) being harvested, and  

 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services will draft a 

Cooperative Service Agreement, which will include a Work Plan and a Financial Plan, 
with the cost of one site visit and one contract visit not exceeding $1,831.00, each 
additional visit would not exceed $1,073.00, and 

 
WHEREAS, harvested deer would be field dressed by Wildlife Services and turned 

over to the City for donation to charity, and 
 
WHEREAS, the area shall be posted that a hunt is in progress and notification 

shall be given to all residents within 300 feet of the area where the cull will occur, and 
 
WHEREAS, any direct expenses beyond personnel costs will be passed on to the 

benefiting property owners and not to the City. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of Public Safety is 

hereby authorized to conduct a deer cull during January, 2015 within the specified areas 
of Cherry, Willow, Magnolia, Lilac, Cypress, and Osburn Streets. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a contract be established between the City and 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services for actual expenses incurred and 
Mayor to sign said contract.      
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost be expensed to Account No. 101-301-
801.009 (Contracted Services – Deer Cull).  

 
Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  Anderson      
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Date:  December 1, 2014    
     
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
City Manager Steve Sobers offered the following: 

• The Hanchett demolition project should begin on December 10 or 11. 
• The special meeting to receive input from the Ferris students working on the depot 

will be on Wednesday, December 10 at 5:30 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Anderson stated that the Big Rapids Historical Commission is available 
for Christmas caroling for a small fee on the weekend of December 5 and 6, and 
December 12 and 13.   
 
Commissioner Rothstein acknowledged that the City Clerk will be recognized for 45 years 
of service at the employee recognition celebration.  
 
Commissioner James  stated that Pat Currie requested that she ask if the traffic light used 
for emergency vehicles located at Bellevue and North State Streets could be activated 
during the after school hours.  He believes it would relieve the traffic congestion when the 
buses leave the middle school. 
 
Commissioner Hogenson reminded everyone of the annual hospital tree lighting 
ceremony on Tuesday, December 2 at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Pat Currie expressed his idea of activating the Bellevue and North State Street 
emergency signal during the busy time of the day when school bus traffic is heavy.   It 
was stated that the light is there for emergency fire purposes, and it is unclear how people 
will react to it being operational at other times.  Director Nerbonne stated that if they use 
the light for school buses and there were a fire, the fire trucks would not be able to get 
out of the parking lot.   Staff will contact the State since it would take their approval.    Mr. 
Currie also stated that the north end of North State Street is working well. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• Tablets for the City Commission will be distributed in January.   
• There is a User Charge meeting on December 5th. 
• The State DIG project has been extended for completion in the spring, due to the 

weather conditions. 
• Code of Ordinances books need to be turned into the Clerk’s Office for updating. 
• At the Campus/Community Task Force meeting, the Mayor and City Manager has 

been asked to meet with the representatives of the Student Government. 
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• December 19th is the Employee Recognition Celebration at 11:30 at Public Safety.  
 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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City Commission Special Meeting 
December 10, 2014 

 
Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special meeting of the City Commission to order at 5:30 
p.m.   
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Lorraine James and Dan Rothstein; Mayor 
Mark J. Warba; City Manager Steve Sobers and City Attorney Eric D. Williams.  
 
Absent:  Commissioner Hogenson. 
   
There were 33 persons in the audience. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
The City Commission met to receive the presentation by the Ferris State University 
Architectural Design III class students on the possible uses for the railroad depot located 
on the eastside along the rails-to-trails.   
 
Assistant Professor Paul Long provided an introduction to the presentation.  About two 
months ago the students visited the building, measuring it to make detailed drawings.  
That information was taken back to the classroom where architectural drawings of the 
building were created.  The students were asked to document the building in its current 
condition and through the use of historic photographs and other resources to try to 
document the building as it originally existed.  This allowed the students to create 
architectural renderings.   Students were asked to consider possible uses of the depot. 
 
The following seventeen students offered individual presentations on possible uses for 
the depot building, along with displaying three drawing boards of design.  
 
  Name      Possible Use  
 
 Michelle Edwards    Transit Center 
 Johnathan Mrazek    Community Bike Shop 
 Erin Martin     Community Garden Center 
 Rachel Crane    Youth Center 
 Anthony McArthur    Youth Center 
 Logan DeClercq    Sustainability Center 
 Jared Devisser    Small Town Studio/Sustainability Center 
 George Rishmawi    Small Town Studio/Multi-use 
 Roger Ball     Small Town Studio 
 Kevin Gaston    Small Town Studio 
 Keith Lince     Small Town Studio 
 Ruben Medrano    Community Center 



 Arthur Ueck     Multi-use Community Center 
 Sam Cassel     Community Banquet Hall 
 Kion Gibbs     Community Banquet Hall 
 Kathryn Heaton    Business Incubator 
 Sabrina Katsma    Multi-use Trailhead 
 
Mayor Warba outlined three items he heard from the presentations:  There has to be a 
public use for the building and open to the public; it can accommodate more than one 
use, being a multi-use building; and there has to be a recreational component to it, given 
its proximity to the trail.   There are partnership opportunities, especially with the City and 
the University.  
 
The presentations were appreciated and the students were highly complimented for their 
work. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the Mayor adjourned 
the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________         * * * * * * *         ________________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba           Roberta R. Cline, Clerk 
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City Commission 
December 15, 2014 

 
 

Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 
p.m.           
 
Present: Commissioners Lynn Anderson, Tom Hogenson, Lorraine James, and Dan 
Rothstein; Mayor Mark J. Warba; City Attorney Eric D. Williams; City Manager Steve 
Sobers; and City Treasurer Jon Locke.    
 
Absent:  None 
 
There were 12 persons in the audience. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – none. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Rothstein that the minutes 
of the December 1, 2014 meeting be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Anderson that the minutes 
of the Special Meeting of December 10, 2014 be accepted. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
 
PARK/RECREATION AND LIBRARY BILLS 
 
City Treasurer Jon Locke presented the Park/Recreation and Library Quarterly Reports 
for July 1 to September 30, 2014.  He explained the listed revenues and expenditures for 
the Library, Community Pool and Park and Recreation.  He provided explanation for those 
line items that appeared to be already over budget or over the anticipated percentage 
used.  
 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY – none 
 
STUDY SESSION  
 
a. Water and Sewer Rates 
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Mr. Locke presented background for the recommended adjustments to the water and 
wastewater rates.  He stated that with the proposed rates, the average residential user 
will not see a significant change in their bill when the rates are adjusted.  He explained 
the charts he included in the packet, beginning with the comparison between 2013/2014 
and 2014/2015 rates.  He outlined the volumetric rate calculation.  Based on the 
calculations, the unit rate for water for 2014/2015 will be $5.25.  As compared to last year, 
it is actually a 5 cent drop in the unit rate. 
 
He presented a comparison chart between the 2013-14 and 2014-15 wastewater rates, 
explaining that according to DEQ rate analysis, the base cost should generate enough 
revenue to cover the debt and administrative costs of the wastewater system.  This 
approach means that no matter how many gallons are treated there will be sufficient funds 
from the base rate to pay the debt costs. In addition, the City’s base cost had a very wide 
spread (over 300:1) on the REU units from the largest to smallest meter sizes.  The DEQ 
recommends a spread of 100:1.  This legislation will be the second year (of a projected 5 
year transition, moving 20% each year) of the wastewater base rate change to meet this 
goal.   
 
The operational costs for wastewater charges, after this base rate is collected will result 
in an increase from $6.11 to $6.17 per 1000 gallons. 
 
Mayor Warba questioned the decrease in water consumption.  Reasons given were:  
replacement of failing meters, water saving devices, recycling of water or smaller families.  
Mr. Sobers stated there is not one single category, residential, commercial, industrial, or 
Ferris, that can be identified as the cause for the drop.  
 
A source of concern is infiltration.    The lining of the sewer mains done by the City in the 
past has been very effective in reducing the amount of storm water infiltrating the sewer 
lines. However, the amount of infiltration is starting to work its way back up, so the City 
needs to continue its efforts of lining the pipes and encourage the townships to do the 
same.  
 
The ordinances for the rate changes will be presented at the next City Commission 
meeting.  
 
b. Water Plant Emergency Purchase for Roof Damage Update  
 
City Manager Steve Sobers and Director of Public Works Mark Gifford presented an 
update on the Emergency purchases.  The damages occurred from the wind storm in 
April that severely damaged the Water Plant roof.  The report provided included a total of 
all damage from the storm, repairs made and insurance coverage received.  Repairs 
made totaled $305,585.26 and the insurance coverage was $224,975.60.    Some of the 
uncovered insurance costs were from the type of improvements made and the choices 
made to make improved repairs.  Example:  instead of replacing the Hemlock pavilion 
roof with asphalt singles, metal roofing materials were used.   Also, there was some 
erosion to the Riverwalk trail, which required it to be moved and the insurance did not 
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cover ‘surface’ items.   Since this is an Act of God, there is no ability to pass the claim 
onto outside insurance companies. 
 
c. Sale of Property Across From City Hall. 
 
Mr. Sobers presented the request for purchase of a portion of the property across from 
City Hall to construct a new office building.  Previously, to accommodate a proposal for 
development of this property, which did not occur, the Planning Commission had declared 
this property as surplus.  The current proposal includes a basement and two floors, and 
possibly a third floor.  Some parking would remain for use by the downtown and Mitchell 
Creek Park users.  They would like to purchase an area of about 110 feet by 55 feet, 
which will be put up for bid with a minimum bid amount.  Staff is recommending a minimum 
bid of about $50,000.  If they, or someone else, want to include a third floor residential, 
then the required bidding could be incentivized to around $40,000. 
 
Mayor Warba stated that the Planning Commission had previously declared this as 
surplus property.  He questioned if that decision needed to be revisited at this time.  Mr. 
Williams did not believe that it needed to be revisited.  
 
Commissioner Anderson questioned what the City paid for the property.  This particular 
piece of property has been owned by the City since the Urban Renewal project in the late 
1960’s.  The Chinese restaurant has more recently been purchased with the use of a 
grant, but will not be used as a building site for this project. 
 
Mayor Warba stated that the projected use fits with the Master Plan.   The building would 
take advantage of the current parking lot.  Mr. Sobers stated that there would be some 
additional paving and drainage of the parking lot that would need to occur.   The City 
would establish a development plan that would allow for a series of things that would 
return to the developer the cost associated with what needed to be done with the parking.    
 
Tom Tacia, from Lerner, Csernai and Fath Financial Group, requested that the bid 
process be delayed until they have sufficient time to do research into the Brownfield 
program.    Mayor Warba believed that was a reasonable request.  Brad Fath, also of the 
firm, stated that their goal is to be into a new building by this time next year. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - none 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - none 
 
The City Commission took a six minute break. 
 
In a discussion of the storm damage report, the Mayor stated that the report included 
more items than the damages done to the Water Plant, which were identified as 
emergency purchase items.  Mr. Sobers stated that it was staff’s desire to itemize all 
damage as a result of the storm, which includes the emergency items and the insurance 
claims.  Staff wanted to share with the City Commission the full expense that resulted 
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from the storm.  In the future, the Mayor would like to see an emergency purchase report 
to only include the emergency items.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-124 

 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, supported by Commissioner Rothstein, the adoption 
of the following: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CITY MANAGER’S REPORT ON 

EMERGENCY PURCHASE FOR REPAIR OF   
CITY FACILITIES  

 
WHEREAS, in April 2014, various City facilities were damaged by a major wind 

storm accompanied by major flooding causing a threat to the health, safety, and welfare 
of the City and its citizens and required immediate purchase of supplies and/or contractual 
services, and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission met and authorized necessary repairs under 

Section 34.43 of the City Code of Ordinance and Section 8.11 of the City Charter, which 
allow for the temporary suspension of required purchasing procedures, and 

 
WHEREAS, necessary repairs were established, and the City worked with its 

insurance company to complete repairs relative to the damage caused by this storm, and 
  

 WHEREAS, purchases and repairs have totaled $305,585.26, with the insurance 
company covering $224,975.60 of that cost, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a detailed spreadsheet of storm damage repairs made and associated 
costs is attached, as required by City Code, whereby costs were expensed to Account 
Nos. 591-560-967.014 (Water Plant), 202-464-967.014 (Storm Cleanup) and 101-756-
967.014 (Parks). 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby accepts 
the attached Storm Damage – Emergency Purchase Report for the City facilities as 
presented by the City Manager and Director of Public Works. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba     
Nays:  None    
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 15, 2014   
 
RESOLUTION NO.14-125       
 
Commissioner Hogenson moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

4 
 



 RESOLUTION AMENDING ANNUAL INTEREST 
RATE OF CITY INCOME TAXES 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 93-6 dated January 18, 1993, establishes policies and 
procedures for processing city income tax returns and refunds, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the rate of interest to be charged for taxes owed to 
the City or overpayment made to the City. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 93-6 be amended to read as 
follows: 
 

The rate determined by the State of Michigan on interest on taxes owed to the 
City or overpayment made to the city will be 4.25% per annum or .0001164 
per day to be effective on July 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014 and 4.25% per 
annum or .0001164 per day to be effective on January 1, 2015 – June 30, 
2015. 
 

Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba  
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.                 
Dated:  December 15, 2014 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-126 
 
Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner James, the adoption of the 
following: 
 

RESOLUTION ON MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS  
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby confirms the following 

Mayoral appointments/recommendations: 
 
WEST MICHIGAN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Lynn Anderson, Mark Sweppenheiser and John Schmidt appointed to the West 
Michigan Regional Planning Commission for the 2015 Calendar Year. 
 
Yeas:  Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba   
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  Anderson     
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 15, 2014      
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-127 
 

Commissioner Rothstein moved, seconded by Commissioner Hogenson, the adoption 
of the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WORK ORDER #3 
FOR AKT PEERLESS CONSULTING SUPPORTER SERVICES 

FOR CARMIKE THEATRE SITE  
 

 WHEREAS, the City Commission authorized an engineering contract with AKT 
Peerless for economic development/brownfield engineering and consulting services on 
September 15, 2014, with Resolution No. 14-96, and  
 
 WHEREAS, AKT Peerless will assist the City with necessary steps in the 
redevelopment of Carmike Theatre, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Work Order #3, copy hereto attached, outlines the assistance to be 
provided for an estimated cost of $57,000, the elements which are: 
                                 

Description of Service  
Estimated  
Compensation  

Brownfield Plan  $10,000  
MDEQ Act 381 Work Plan   $10,000  
MSF Act 381 Work Plan  $10,000  
Application for Letter of Interest  $4,000  
Full CRP Application  $6,000  
CRP Approval Process  $7,000  
Consulting & Support  $10,000  
TOTAL   $57,000  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission herby accepts 
the AKT Peerless Work Order #3 for the establishment of the Carmike Theatre property 
brownfield plan for an estimated costs of $57,000. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost come from Fund Balance and be 
expensed to Account No. 101-101-880.100, Economic Development – Carmike. 
 
Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba 
Nays:  None 
The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 
Dated:  December 15, 2014  
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UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sobers updated the City Commission on discussions with the hospital.  There is 
interest for some additional doctor offices.  There are discussions with the school system 
regarding regional recreation opportunities.  Such a facility could include the hospital as 
a wellness, cardiac rehabilitation facility.  There were discussions regarding tax issues, 
as part of the doctor office buildings would be non-profit and part would be for-profit. 
 
Commissioner James stated the health care third-party administers, Gallagher, were very 
helpful to the retirees in assisting them select health care programs. 
 
Mayor Warba commented on the following: 

• The Rules of Procedures will be considered during the month of January. 
• Mr. Williams has just received the contract on the deer cull for review. 
• He contacted the State regarding the two left-turn lanes.  He was informed that the 

State will be putting up additional signage for the corner.  Some of that has already 
been done.  It is long-term for them to look at signal light funding. 

• He would like to see the depot development move forward. 
• Unemployment figures for October 2014 for the State were 6.4%, and for Mecosta 

County 5.7%.  Of the 83 counties in Michigan, there is not one in the double digit 
for unemployment. 

• He complimented staff for the progress on Carmike and other developments in the 
City.  

 
There being no further business to come before the City Commission, the Mayor declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________          * * * * * * *         ______________________ 
Mayor Mark J. Warba            Roberta R. Cline, City Clerk 
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	2014-01-06
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR TWO  2014
	FORD INTERCEPTOR POLICE UTILITY VEHICLES FOR THE
	DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
	WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of two all-wheel drive 4-door utility police vehicles for the Department of Public Safety, and

	2014-01-21
	Mayor Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR REQUESTS FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR INTERIOR LIBRARY DESIGN AND ACQUISITION OF FURNISHINGS
	FOR THE BIG RAPIDS COMMUNITY LIBRARY
	WHEREAS, the City solicited Requests for Qualifications for interior library design and acquisition of furnishings for the Big Rapids Community Library, and
	RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR SHORE TEL UNIFIED
	WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for Shore Tel Unified Communications Solution Phone System, and
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-02-03
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-02-17
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-03-03
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION NO. 14-27
	RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PLANNING COMMISSION

	2014-03-17
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION AWARDING BIDS FOR 2014 CONSTRUCTION
	SEASON MAINTENANCE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	2014-04-07
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION NO.  14-39

	RESOLUTION AMENDING SECTION 125 CAFETERIA PLAN/
	PREMIUM CONVERSION PLAN

	2014-04-14
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special emergency meeting of the City Commission to order at 12:00 p.m. at the City Water Plant, 730 Osceola Street.

	2014-04-21
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	ARBOR DAY
	RESOLUTION NO. 14-44

	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS TO APPLY FOR
	SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM (STP) FUNDS
	FROM THE SMALL URBAN PROGRAM FOR ELIGIBLE PROJECTS
	AND GIVE ASSURANCE OF THE 20 PERCENT LOCAL PROJECT MATCH
	RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 2013/2014
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-05-05
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-05-19
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.

	2014-06-02
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS
	GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FY 14-15
	The City of Big Rapids Ordains:
	Section 1. Title V, Section 50.12 is hereby amended and the sanitation rates for the City of Big Rapids are established according to the following schedule:
	Section 2.   SCHEDULE OF SANITATION RATES – Effective as follows:

	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-06-16
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION NO. 14-65


	2014-07-07
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BIG RAPIDS TO APPLY FOR
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-07-21
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-08-04
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION NO. 14-81
	RESOLUTION NO. 14-82

	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

	2014-08-11
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special meeting of the City Commission to order at 12:00 noon.

	2014-08-18
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION NO.  14-85
	RESOLUTION NO.  14-86
	RESOLUTION NO.  14-87

	RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR A TANK/CABINET
	AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 2, SECTIONS 2.2:62 AND 4.1:22, OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE, WHICH DEFINE AND REGULATE THE PARKING, STORAGE AND USE OF MAJOR RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT, AND AMENDING SECTIONS 98.01 AND 98.02 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING THE USE OF T...

	2014-09-02
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 90.37, CHAPTER 90, TITLE 9 OF THE
	BIG RAPIDS  CITY CODE, TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS EXCEPT ON THE DAY BEFORE, OF, AND AFTER NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
	RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE STATE LEGISLATURE REPEAL THE FIREWORKS SAFETY ACT, 256 PA 2011
	RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR ONE 2014
	FORD INTERCEPTOR POLICE UTILITY VEHICLE FOR THE
	DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
	WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of one all-wheel drive 4-door utility police vehicle for the Department of Public Safety, and
	RESOLUTION ADJOURNING TO CLOSED SESSION
	Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba
	The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.
	Dated:   September 2, 2014
	The City Commission adjourned for closed session at 7:03 p.m. for the purpose of discussing matters pertaining to the AFSCME union negotiations.   The City Commission returned to regular session at 7:31 p.m.
	Mr. Sobers discussed with the City Commission a couple issues pertaining to the Non-bargaining employee group, as a result of the recent union negotiations.

	2014-09-15
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.

	2014-10-20
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENTS TO THE
	NON-BARGAINING EMPLOYEES
	PERSONNEL POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL

	2014-11-03
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR PROVIDING INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES TO
	Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba
	Nays:  None
	The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.
	Yeas:  Anderson, Hogenson, James, Rothstein, Warba
	Nays:  None
	The Mayor declared the resolution adopted.

	2014-11-17
	Mayor Pro-Tem Dan Rothstein called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.

	2014-12-01
	Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR
	FENCE GATE IMPROVEMENTS
	FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
	WHEREAS, the City solicited bids for the purchase of a new automatic operator for the main entrance gate and a new service gate near the chemical feed building for the Wastewater Treatment Plant, and
	RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEER CULL

	2014-12-10
	Mayor Mark J. Warba called the special meeting of the City Commission to order at 5:30 p.m.

	2014-12-15
	Mayor Mark Warba called the regular meeting of the City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m.
	RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CITY MANAGER’S REPORT ON
	EMERGENCY PURCHASE FOR REPAIR OF
	CITY FACILITIES
	TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS


